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Abstract. Introduction. This article examines the demographic development of East Kazakhstan
region during Kazakhstan's independence period from an ethnic perspective. During the Soviet era,
the proportion of Slavic ethnic groups, particularly Russians, predominated in the region, whilst
Kazakhs mainly resided in rural areas. After 1991, geopolitical changes, migration waves, and
repatriation had a significant impact on the region's ethno-demographic structure. Under these
conditions, the Kazakh ethnos gradually became demographically dominant. Eastern Kazakhstan
represents an important zone of interaction between ethnic changes, migration, and urbanisation,
making it a distinct subject of scientific interest. Research objective. Goals and objectives are to
analyse ethno-demographic changes in Eastern Kazakhstan compared to other regions during the
inter-census period (1989-2021) and examine the causes and consequences of this transformation.
The evolution of the ethnic structure of the population, urbanisation dynamics, and identification of
migration movement patterns became the research objectives. Eastern Kazakhstan reflects nationwide
processes: mono-ethnicisation, changes in age structure, and population reproduction. Results. The
following demographic characteristics were identified: the proportion of Kazakhs in the population
structure increased from 38 % to 63 %, whilst Russians and other Slavic ethnic groups decreased
from 60.4 % to 29.6 %. The proportion of urban population increased substantially. The urbanisation
process contributed to active adaptation, primarily of Kazakhs, to the urban environment. Migration
movements of the 1990s-2000s had the greatest impact on ethnic composition. Despite
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mono-ethnicisation trends, regional differences, historically established features, and sociocultural
factors continue to play an important role. Conclusions. During the years of independence, the ethno-
demographic situation in East Kazakhstan has changed significantly. Due to the regional geopolitical
developments that occurred after 1991, a process of mass migration of ethnic Kazakhs back to their
historical homeland began. This process was influenced by the settlement of newcomers in Zaisan,
Ayagoz, Tarbagatai, Zharm, and Abai districts, as well as Semey. This led to an increase in the
number of Kazakh people in these areas. The government's policies to address social issues, provide
employment, and promote the use of the state language have led to fundamental changes in the
cultural, linguistic, and social structures of the region, which are crucial for strengthening interethnic
relations and national integrity.

Keywords: Ethno-demographic development, regional features, urbanisation, migration,
ethnic composition, population census, Kazakh ethnos, social structure
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MyHpaii karaaiia Ka3ak 3THOCHI JeMOrpadUsIIbIK TYprbliaH OipTiHAEN YCTeMIIK ere OacTaibl.
Ierreic  KazakcTan OSTHHKANBIK ©3TepIiCTEpIiH, KOIINI-KOH MEH ypOaHUW3alUsSHBIH ©3apa
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IC-KUMBUIBIHBIH MaHBI3[Ibl aiiMarblH Oijmipeni, OYJ OHBbI FBUIBIMHU KbI3BIFYIIBIIBIKTBIH JKCKE
00BEKTICIHE aWHANABIpANbl. 3Jepmmeydiy makcamul. byl 3epTTey caHaKapalblK Ke3€HJerl
(19892021 sx.) 6acka eHipiiepmen cajbicThipranaa [sireic KazakcTanaarbl 3THOIEMOrpadUSITBIK
e3repicTepAl TaljgayFa >KoHE OChl TpaHC(hOpMAIUSHBIH ce0enTepi MEH callapblH 3epTTeyre
OarpITTanFaH. XalbIKTHIH ITHHUKAIBIK KYPBUIBIMBIHBIH SBOJIOIMICH, YpOaHU3alMs IUHAMHKACHI
JKOHE KOIIi-KOH KO3FaJILICBIHBIH EPEKIICIIKTEPIH aHBIKTay 3epTTey MIHJASTTEpiHe aWHAJIBbI.
erreic  KazakcraH skanmbl Ka3aKCTAHIBIK IPOLECTEPAl KOpCeTedi: MOHOITHU3AIUsA, JKac
KYPBUIBIMBIHBIH ©3Tepyl ®KoHE XaJBIKTBIH Ko0eti. 3epmmey nomuoicenepi. Keneci nemorpadusiibik
cUrarramajap aHbIKTal/bl: XaJbIK KYPbUIBIMBIHJIAFBI Ka3aKTapablH yiiec caamarbl 38 %-mgan 63 %-
Fa JIeHiH oCTi, aJl OpbIC JKOHE Oacka ciaBsiH dTHOCTaphl 60,4 %-man 29,6 %-ra neiiH KbICKap.bl.
Kama TypreIHAAapBIHBIH YJieci endyip ecTi. YpOaHHW3alus MpoIeci, €H alabIMeH, Ka3aKTapablH
KaJlalblK oOpTara OeiceHai OelimaenyiHe BIKHAT €TTi. DTHHKANBIK KypaMfa €H YJKEH ocep
1990-2000 >xpuTHApIaFbl KOINi-KOH KO3FajbicTapbl O0Nabl. MOHOXTHHM3AIWS TEHICHIHMSIIAPBIHA
KapamacTaH, aWMaKTBIK aWbIPMAIIBUIBIKTAP, TAPUXH  KAJBINTACKAH  EPEKIIeTKTep MEH
JIEYMETTIK-MOICHH  (aKTOpyiap MaHBI3ABl pest  aTkapyna. Kopsimwsinosiiap. Toyenci3mik
xpiinapeinga [eireic KazakcTan oONbICBIHAAFBI 3THOIEMOrpadUsIIbIK JKaFAail efoyip e3repictep
opblH aniel. 1991 sxpuimaH KeWIHI1 eHIpJIK Ieocasicu YIEpICTEpAIH HOTHXKECIHAE STHHUKAJBIK
Ka3aKTap/AblH TapUXU OTaHbIHA JKalail opaiy yaepici 6actannsl. Kannacrapasin 3aiican, Asires,
Tapbararaii, JXapma, AOailli aynangapbiHa >koHe Cemell KajachlHa KOHBICTaHYbl —Ka3ak
STHOCBHIHBIH CaHJBIK ©CIMIHE ocep eTTi. OJNeyMEeTTIK Macesenepli ey, KYMBICIIEH KaMTy KoHe
MEMJICKETTIK Tl JaMBITYFa OaFbITTaIFaH MEMJICKETTIK CasCaTThIH HOTUKECIH/IE 3THOC OKUIAEPIHIH
MOAEHH, TUIMIK OHE OJEYMETTIK KYpbUIbIMBbIHA TyOerensi esrepictep eHim, Oy e3repicrep
OHIpJIET] ATHOCAPAJIBIK KATBIHACTAPABl HBIFAUTy MEH YJITTBIK TYTACTBIKTHI KaJBIITACTBHIPYAa
HISHTYII PO ATKAp/Ibl.
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AHHOTanusl. Bsedenue. B HacToAlmel CTaTbe KOMIUIEKCHO UCCIENyeTcs aemorpaduueckoe
pa3Butre Bocrouno-Kazaxcranckoit obnactu B mepuoj HezaBucuMmoctu Kazaxcrana B STHU4ECKOM
acriekte. B coBeTckoe Bpems 0yl MpelcTaBUTENEH CIIaBsIHCKUX 3THOCOB, OCOOEHHO PYCCKHX, B
peruoHe npeoOiagaia, TOrga Kak Kazaxd B OCHOBHOM IPOXKMBAJIM B celbCKoi MecTHOCTH. [locie
1991 roma reomoMMTHUYECKHE W3MEHEHHS, MUTPAlMOHHBIE BOJHBI, peNaTpUalus OKa3aiu
CYLIECTBEHHOE BJIMSIHME Ha JTHOAEMOIpaUUECKyl CTPYKTypy peruoHa. B »3tux ycnoBusix
Ka3aXCKHUH 3THOC CTaJl IOCTENIEHHO JOMHHHMPOBATH B JieMOrpauueckoM OTHOLIEHHH. BocTouHsblit
Kasaxcran npencrapiser co00il BaKHYIO 30HY B3aUMOJEHCTBUSA STHUUECKUX U3MEHEHUH, MUTpaliuu
U ypOaHHU3aIUH, UTO JIeJaeT ero OTAENbHBIM 00bEKTOM Hay4dHOT 0 MHTEpeca. [lens ucciedosanus. ITo
UCClIeZIOBaHUE HAIMIPaBJICHO Ha aHANN3 3THoleMorpaduieckux usmenenuii B Bocrounom Kazaxcrane
B CPAaBHEHUHM C APYTUMHU peruoHaMu B MexknepenucHou nepuoa (1989-2021 rr.) u usyueHue npuyuH
Y NOCJEICTBUN 3TOH TpaHchoOpMaluu. DBOIONMS 3THUYECKONW CTPYKTYpbl HaceleHus, JUHAMHMKA
ypOaHM3alMM U BBISBICHHE OCOOEHHOCTEM MMIPAllMOHHOIO JBHXKEHHS CTald 3aJadaMu
uccienoBanus. Bocrounslit Kazaxctan orpaxaeT obIiiekazaxcTaHCKHE MPOIECCHl: MOHOATHU3ALIMH,
M3MEHEHUS BO3PACTHOU CTPYKTYPhI U BOCIIPOM3BO/ICTBA HAaceleHUs. Pe3ynbmamul. Bblu BbISBIECHBI
clefyomue AeMorpaguueckie XapakKTepUCTHKH: YACIbHBIA BeC Ka3aXxOB B CTPYKTYype HaCEJICHHS
BbIpoc ¢ 38% 10 63%, a pycCKUX U IPYrUX CIaBsSHCKUX dTHOCOB cokpatuiics ¢ 60,4 % mo 29,6 %.
CymiecTBeHHO BbIpocia JoJisi Tropojckoro HaceneHus. [Ipouecc ypbaHu3zanuu crnocoOCTBOBa
aKTUBHOM ajameTanuu, NMpexJe BCero, Ka3axoB K ropojackoil cpere. HaumbOonbiiee BiaMsHUE Ha
STHUYECKUH COCTaB oOKazaju MurpanuoHssie aBuxkeHus 1990-2000-x romoB. Hecmorps Ha
TeHJICHIIMM MOHOSTHH3ALINH, PETUOHAIbHBIE PA3JINUNsl, UCTOPHUECKH CIIOKHBIINECS 0COOCHHOCTH U
COIIMOKYJIBTYpHBIE (PAKTOPBI MPONOJDKAIOT WIpaTh BaXXHYIO poib. 3akmoueHue. 3a TOIBI
HE3aBHUCUMOCTH  3THO-eMorpaduueckas cutyanuss B Bocrouno-Kazaxcranckoit obOmactu
3HAYUTEIBbHO W3MEHMJach. B  pe3ynbTaTe perHOHaJbHBIX TE€OMNOJUTHYECKUX IPOIECCOB,
npousomeamux nocie 1991 roga, Hadasics npouecc MacCOBOrO BO3BPAILIEHHS ITHUUECKUX Ka3aX0B
Ha UCTOpUYECKYI0 poauHy. Paccenenue xangacoB B 3aiicaHcKoM, Asiro3ckoMm, TapbaraTtaiickom,
Kapmunckom, Abaiickom paifonax u 1. CeMell MOBIMAIO Ha KOJUYECTBEHHOE YBEIMUYEHHE
Ka3aXCKOro 3THoca. B pe3ynbTare rocy1apcTBEHHON MOJIMTUKH 110 PELIEHUIO COLIMAJIBHBIX BOIIPOCOB,
TPYAOYCTPOMCTBA, pa3BUTHE TOCYJapCTBEHHOI'O SI3bIKa IPOU30LUIM KapJIWHAJIbHbIE H3MEHEHMS,
HOBJIMSBIINE HAa €r0 KYJIbTYPHYIO, S3bIKOBYIO U COLMAIBHYIO CTPYKTYPY, UTPAIOIIUX PELIAIOLIYIO
POJIb B IPOLIECCE YKPEMJIEHHS] MEKITHUYECKUX OTHOUIEHUH U HAallMOHAIBHOM LIEJIOCTHOCTH PErMOHA.
KiroueBblie ciioBa: DTHoAeMOrpaduyeckoe pa3BUTHE, PETUOHATILHBIE 0COOEHHOCTH, ypOaHu3aIus,
MUTpALMs, STHUYECKUN COCTaB, IEPENHUCh HACEIEHMs], Ka3aXCKUM 3THOC, COLIMAJIbHAsI CTPYKTYypa
Bbaaropapnocrs.  CraTes  HamMcaHa B paMKax — pealM3alud  TIPAaHTOBOIO  IPOEKTa
AP23488712 «IloBcenneBHOCTh MasbIX 1 MOHOropoaoB HesaBucumoro Kazaxcrana (Ha mpumepe
Bocrounoro peruona)» npu ¢uHaHcoBOM mnopnep:xkke Komutera Hayku MuHHCTEpCTBa HaAyKH U
BbICIIero oopa3oBanus Pecnyonuku Kazaxcran.
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Introduction

The period following the Republic of Kazakhstan's independence opened the way for ethno-
demographic processes in the country to develop with new content and in new directions. Whilst
these changes encompassed all regions of the republic, their manifestation varied in each area. Among
these, East Kazakhstan region stands out with its historical, geographical, and social peculiarities.
During the Soviet period, this region was known for having a high proportion of Slavic ethnic
groups — particularly Russian, Ukrainian, Belarusian, and German peoples. The Kazakh ethnos was
mainly located in rural areas and played an insignificant role in the social structure. During
this period, most important positions in the social hierarchy belonged to representatives of non-titular
ethnic groups.

The political and social changes that occurred during the years of independence, the change in
direction of migration flows, the arrival of ethnic Kazakhs returning to their historical homeland, and
the acceleration of urbanisation processes led to fundamental renewal of the ethno-demographic
structure in Eastern Kazakhstan. These changes reshaped inter-ethnic balance in the region and
caused the Kazakh ethnos to rise to a leading position in the demographic and social space.

This article analyses the ethno-demographic development of the Eastern Kazakhstan region
based on historical statistical data, examining regional features, cause-and-effect relationships of
demographic processes, and their social consequences. The findings of the study offer a chance to
present solid scientific insights that can contribute to fostering inter-ethnic harmony and shaping
regional strategies.

In the 1990s, mass migration of Kazakhs from villages to cities began. This flow differed from
the dominant migration flow. Cultural attitudes were transported from one location, where people had
previously lived according to their cultural norms, to another location. In the Soviet era, rural migrants
were generally prepared to adjust to the city, to embrace its regulations, and to conform to the existing
urban environment.

Numerous scholarly works have been published on the subject of demographic shifts in
Kazakhstan during the latter half of the XXth century. However, there is a dearth of scholarly inquiry
into the East Kazakhstan region. Alekseenko N.V. has provided a comprehensive account
of East Kazakhstan's history through the lens of documents and materials in their work titled
“History of East Kazakhstan in Documents and Materials” (Alekseenko, 2007). Additionally,
Alekseenko A.N. has offered a detailed examination of the ethnic composition of the East Kazakhstan
region in their textbook titled “Peoples of East Kazakhstan”. (Alekseenko, 1994)

In science, the regional features of demographic development in Kazakhstan are considered as
“ethno-demographic regions” and divided into regions, as they are formed under the influence of high
ethnic differentiation (Aubakirova, 2010: 27). Ethno-demographic regions are territories that differ
from others by their demographic development features, population reproduction regimes, and have
interconnection and integrity of their constituent elements (ethnic composition, population size,
natural growth, settlement type, etc.). At the same time, considering this integrity as an objective
condition and natural result of the demographic development of ethnic groups in this territory over a
long historical period, one can conclude that the regional features of demographic development in
Kazakhstan were formed under the influence of clear ethnic differentiation (Aubakirova, 2010: 31).
This potential accumulation was formed over a long historical period as a result of the patterns of
natural population movement, as well as under the influence of state policy — regulation of certain
demographic processes (for example, population settlement, its size, migration flows, etc.).
Gradually, Kazakhstan's ethnic composition is changing, moving towards a mono-ethnic direction,
with Kazakhs becoming the majority of the population. Kazakhstan's unified demographic system is
being formed, which Kazakhs are defining for the first time in new history. However, the
mono-ethnic composition of the population does not lead to homogeneity of demographic processes;
regional specificity remains clear, based on previously formed different types of reproduction that
arose under the influence of the entire complex of socio-economic, socio-cultural, and historical
features of Kazakhstan's regions.
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The Kazakh demographic system can be considered in two periods: the nomadic period and the
USSR period. That is, it was characterised by ethnic, distinct socio-cultural and socio-economic
isolation in which traditional birth coefficients were maintained. The demographic indicators of
Kazakhs particularly demonstrated these features. They did not reflect urban lifestyle, industrial
employment structure, etc. Kazakhs entered the sovereign period on this basis. They became the
majority of the population, including in cities. The political factor that inevitably occurs during the
formation of a sovereign state and the construction of a sovereign state system becomes a determinant.
In the 2000s, demographic development was proceeding based on the Kazakh ethnos. In the 1990s,
there was a “preparation” period for creating a new ethno-demographic situation (approaching mono-
ethnicism). The ethnic environment of political and economic institutions was formed.
Social structures were established where Kazakhs occupied key positions. They became a
demographic majority both in the Republic of Kazakhstan generally and in cities. Thus, at the
beginning of the 21st century (1999 census), the foundation of the Kazakh demographic system was
established.

At the end of the XXth century, amid political upheavals, the Soviet “Europeanised”
demographic system was destroyed, and the foundation of a sovereign system based on the
socio-cultural and socio-economic advantages of the Kazakh ethnos was laid. The results
of the 1999 population census provided new data about the demographic changes that had formed in
the republic. In 1999, the population decreased by 9.2 %. During the comparison of statistical data,
we observed ethnic differentiations. Precisely during this period, the number of Kazakhs exceeded
fifty percent of the population for the first time (53.4 %), comprising an equal half. Meanwhile, the
numbers of other ethnic groups decreased: the Russian ethnos by 27.6 %, Ukrainians by 42.8%, and
Germans by 2.7 times. Although the Kazakh population increased, this did not significantly affect the
number of people. Consequently, the overall population declined. Consequently, the overall
population declined. (Aubakirova et al., 2023: 20).

Materials and Methods

During the research, official data from the Statistics Agency of the Republic of Kazakhstan,
results of population censuses (1989, 1999, 2009, 2021), ethno-demographic literature, and scientific
articles were used. The research was conducted using qualitative and quantitative approaches,
identifying demographic indicators and regional characteristics of each ethnos.

The timeframes for the research were categorized into three distinct historical phases:

1. End of the Soviet period (1989).

2. First decade of independence (1991-2000).

3. Period of economic stabilisation and active execution of the national strategy (after 2000).

Materials were examined structurally and dynamically. The extent of urbanisation, migration
patterns, and demographic trends were contrasted at the regional scale.

The research employed comparative-historical approach, statistical techniques, content and
cartographic analyses.

Ethnic characteristics mainly determine significant territorial differences in demographic
processes, age-gender structure and family size, population movement, and forms of economic
activity and settlement. An ethnos is usually considered a historically formed stable community of
individuals with a common language, common characteristics of culture, psyche, and
self-identification, standing under its own name and established (in ethnonym). Additionally, the
composition of the population influences the political and economic trends occurring in the state. The
population develops as a result of the long historical process of mixed ethnic group representativees.

In the first decades after Kazakhstan gained independence, significant changes occurred in the
country's socio-economic structure. One of these was urbanization — the movement of population to
cities and active development of urban lifestyle. This trend not only changed the settlement structure
of the population but also significantly affected the economy, infrastructure, culture, and
state governance system. Although the process of urbanization in Kazakhstan started during
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the Soviet era, it took a new turn after 1991. During 1999-2009, economic crises, migration
processes, and changes in city statuses influenced the pace of urbanisation.

Discussion

Scientific research dedicated to Kazakhstan's ethno-demographic development encompasses a
wide range of issues and is being conducted across various theoretical and methodological directions.
The first systematic studies in this field began at the end of the Soviet period and, after independence,
developed within new methodological paradigms closely linked to national policy, migration, and
changes in ethnic structure. (Aubakirova et al., 2024: 203-214)

The theoretical foundation of the research drew upon the works of domestic scholars
such as A. Alekseenko and M. Tatimov. Aubakirova Zh.S. first introduced the concept
of “ethno-demographic regions” and analysed demographic characteristics at the regional level. This
concept enables comprehensive assessment of ethnic composition, migration patterns, natural growth,
and socio-cultural factors in each region. Particular attention was given to Kazakhstan's eastern
region. (Alekseenko, Aubakirova, 2020: 16; Tatimov, 1975. 21)

Among foreign researchers, the works of specialists in demography and urbanisation such as
Rowland D.T. and Dave B. provided a foundation for broader consideration of the characteristics of
urbanisation and ethnic migration in Kazakhstan. According to their assessments, migration is
important not only economically but also as an indicator of social identity and cultural integration.
They examine inter-ethnic relations, state language policy, and national identity issues
in Kazakhstan, analysing the characteristics of nation-building processes in the post-Soviet space.
They link the Kazakh ethnos becoming the demographic core of the state with institutional changes
(Rowland, 2003: 432; Dave, 2007: 16-17).

Similarly, A. Uskelenova and N. Nikiforova in their works offer a comprehensive approach by
applying SWOT analysis methodology to ethno-demographic transformation whilst analysing the
development characteristics and historical preconditions of Kazakhstan's regions. The research
content is aimed at proving the impact of migration and urbanisation at the regional level on ethnic
structure (Uskelenova, Nikiforova, 2024: 11).

A. Ualtayeva and her research team, who studied Eastern Kazakhstan, analyse the urbanisation
process and development dynamics of small cities, connecting them with historical migration
processes. They examine the interrelationship and adaptation process between urbanisation and
ethno-demographic structure within an ethnological context (Ualtayeva, et al.,, 2024: 96-110;
Ualtayeva, 2006: 352—-353).

Within the historiographical framework, N. Abdinassir, S. Kovalskaya, A.S. Adilbayeva, and
A.B. Bakytzhanova deserve particular attention. They characterise domestic and foreign
historiography of studying Kazakhstan's population ethnic structure by dividing it into three
periods — imperial, Soviet, and independence — conducting comparative analysis. This research
enables understanding of methodological aspects of ethno-demographic development evolution
(Abdinassir, Kovalskaya, 2025: 9-10; Adilbayeva, 2023: 25-26; Adilbayeva, Bakytzhanova,
2024: 27).

In joint work by A. Saparbekova and Czech researchers, migration movements of the late
XIXth and early XXth centuries are considered as factors influencing ethnic structure changes. They
substantiate historical data with quantitative indicators, identifying historical patterns of demographic
trends (Saparbekova et al., 2014).

In recent years, particular attention has been paid to the interrelationship between
ethno-demographic processes and urbanisation. G. Dauletova and colleagues in their research analyse
rural and urban population ratios, examining ethnic composition changes in new phases of
urbanisation. They link urbanisation's new character with ethno-social adaptation processes
(Dauletova et al., 2025: 72—-73).

Additionally, G. Ilyassova, T. Sadykov, 1. Zherebtsov, and G. Dinmukhammed
extensively analyze the evolution of Kazakhstan's ethnic demographics in their research. Their
research scientifically explains the impact of state policy in regulating inter-ethnic relations, as well
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as post-Soviet migration flows on ethno-demographic structure. Researchers, whilst analysing
historical statistical materials, clearly demonstrate the interdependence between demographic
processes and national policy (llyassova et al., 2023: 132—139; Dinmuhammed, 2022: 225-227)

Among researchers studying the demographic situation, ethnic composition, urban and rural
population, and ethno-demographic processes of the Eastern Kazakhstan region, we note the papers
of G. Pankovskaya, T. Kamaldzhanova, R. Akhmetova and Sh. Shyngysbaeva, A. Saipov,
Zh. Alkanova (Pankovskaya, 2008: 129; Kamaldzhanova, Akhmetova, 2024: 89-99; Shyngysbaeva,
Saipov, 2022: 4-13; Alkanova, 2024: 76-85).

The publications mentioned above provide additional information on the ethno-demographic
development of Kazakhstan and aim to provide a comprehensive study of the regional characteristics.
As this historiographical review demonstrates, the study of ethno-demographic processes is an
important scientific direction in determining national integrity, social stability, and future strategies.

In 1999, approximately 56 % of Kazakhstan's population lived in rural areas and 44 % in cities.
In 2009, this indicator remained practically unchanged. In 2021, the urban population share reached
59.1 %, demonstrating a revival of the urbanisation process.

Table 1. Urban and rural population numbers by region (1999-2021) (National composition, 2021: 7-10)

Regions 1999 2009 2021
city village city village city village

Republic 0f56,0 44,0 56,1 43,9 61,2 38,8
Kazakhstan

Akmola 45,5 54,5 47,0 55,7 53,0 443
Aktobe 56,2 43,8 66,9 74,1 33,1 25,9
Almaty 29,8 70,2 24,6 25,4 754 74,6
Atyrau 58,2 41,8 52,0 55,1 48,0 449
West Kazakhstan |40,8 59,2 46,0 55,7 54,0 44,3
Zhambyl 46,2 53,8 40,7 43,0 59,3 57,0
Karaganda 82,2 178 775 80,6 22,5 194
Kostanay 54,2 45,8 52,2 61,2 47,8 38,8
Kyzylorda 60,5 39,5 41,9 46,8 58,1 53,2
Mangystau 78,4 21,6 50,9 45,3 49,1 54,7
Paviodar 63,4 36,6 68,0 70,5 32,0 29,5
North Kazakhstan [37,8 62,2 40,0 48,0 60,0 52,0
Turkistan 40,0 60,0 21,3 24,3 78,7 75,7
East Kazakhstan |58,8 41,2 574 63,1 42,6 36,9

The ratio of urban and rural population is one of the important indicators characterising a state's
demographic, social, and economic development level. The level of urbanisation determines the
structure in the labour market, migration flows, infrastructure policy, and regional development
characteristics. The table above shows the demographic structure of Kazakhstan's regions,
particularly the proportion of urban and rural population, based on census data from 1999, 2009,
and 2021.

The 1999 census was a time when the consequences of the post-Soviet transitional period were
still clearly felt. In Soviet industrialised regions (Karaganda, Pavlodar, Mangystau), the proportion
of urban population was high because coal, oil, metallurgy, and chemical industries had developed in
these regions. For example: In Karaganda region, the proportion of urban population was 82.2 %,
which is explained by the development of coal production during the Soviet period and the abundance
of mono-cities such as Zhezkazgan, Temirtau, and Saran. In Mangystau region — 78.4 %, where the
formation of Caspian oil and gas complexes that began in the 1960s played a decisive role
(Tatimov, 1975. 32).

Conversely, in agriculturally oriented regions, rural population predominated. For example:
Almaty region — rural population 70.2 %; Zhambyl region — 53.8 %. This was connected with the
preservation of the Soviet system's collective farm structure oriented towards agriculture, slow urban
development, and insufficient infrastructure.
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In the 2010s, economic growth began in Kazakhstan. New industrial programmes and state
projects such as “Ak Bulak” and “Road Map” gave new impetus to the urbanisation process.
(Resolution, 2011; Resolution, 2015) The urbanisation process in Kazakhstan over the past 20 years
proceeded at different rates and for different reasons:

« In industrial regions (Karaganda, Pavlodar), former Soviet cities went through a period of
decline.

« In southern regions (Turkistan, Almaty), new administrative decisions and investments caused
sharp growth in the urban proportion.

« In northern regions, urban population is increasing through migration and state programmes.

These changes directly affect social policy, transport infrastructure, education, and the labour
market. Therefore, urbanisation must be considered not merely as a quantitative indicator but as a
complex historical-social phenomenon (Dave, 2007: 18-20).

Dynamics of Urban Population Share in Kazakhstan Regions (1999-2021)
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Figure 2 — Dynamics of urban population share in Kazakhstan regions (1999-2021)
(National composition, 2021: 12-16)

Figure 1 depicts the dynamics of change in the urban population share across Kazakhstan's
14 regions in 1999, 2009, and 2021. As evident from the graph, the level of urbanisation across the
republic has developed at different rates over the past two decades. This is related to each region's
socio-economic situation, historical development characteristics, and the direction of state policy.

Overall, the presented data demonstrates that urbanisation trends in Kazakhstan have not
proceeded uniformly, with each region having its own development trajectory characteristics. The
main factors affecting urbanisation levels include changes in administrative status, migration
dynamics, regional policy direction, and concentration of infrastructure and employment
opportunities.

Regions with high urbanisation momentum:

Almaty region: Whilst the urban population share was 29.8 % in 1999, it reached 75.4 %
in 2021. This indicator shows intensive urbanisation in the region, expansion of the Almaty
agglomeration, as well as an increase in the number of settlements that gained city status.

Turkistan region: Sharp increase from 21.3 % in 2009 to 78.7 % in 2021. Such significant
growth is related to Turkistan city gaining regional centre status in 2018 and infrastructure
investments directed towards it.

North Kazakhstan region: The urbanisation indicator grew from 37.8 % in 1999 to 60 %
in 2021. This change may be the result of state programmes (such as “Serpin”) aimed at attracting
labour resources from southern regions.

R 1138



Asian Journal “Steppe Panorama” 2025. 12 (4)

Regions with reverse trends or instability:

Karaganda region: A sharp decrease from a high urbanisation indicator of 82.2%
in 1999 to 22.5% in 2021 was recorded. This data may be related to statistical inconsistencies or
administrative-territorial changes, as such a sudden change cannot be explained by natural
demographic factors.

Pavlodar and Aktobe regions: The urban population share somewhat decreased from 1999 to
2021. This can be linked to reduced economic activity in mono-cities (e.g., Ekibastuz, Khromtau) as
well as external migration processes.

Regions with observed urban-rural population balance:

Akmola, Kostanay, and West Kazakhstan regions have urban and rural population ratios
positioned around 50 %. These regions show balanced development of urbanisation and rural life.
Such structure can be considered as a manifestation of socio-economic stability and infrastructural
balance.

Between 1999-2021, the urbanisation process in Kazakhstan proceeded at different rates, with
regional differences clearly observed. Whilst urbanisation accelerated rapidly in some regions
(Almaty, Pavlodar, NKR), in others the rural population share increased (Aktobe, Atyrau, EKR).
These differences are related not only to economic factors but also to historical, ethnic, and migration
characteristics.

The demographic potential accumulated by Kazakhs in the 1950s-80s became the foundation
for the successful functioning of the sovereign demographic system (Table 2).

Table 2. Population size and composition of Kazakhstan according to population censuses

of 1989, 1999, 2009, 2021 (thousands of people) (Note — Compiled based on literature

(Statisticheskii sbornik, 1991: 70), (National composition, 2021: 22-25)

Ethnic Groups 1989 1999 2009 2021

Number % Number % Number 2 Number %

Total population 16464,5 100 14953,1  [100 16009,6 (100 19196.0 100

Kazakhs 6534,6 39,7 7985,0 53,4 [10096,8 63,1  [13497.9 [70,3
Russians 6227,5 37,8 4509,6 30,2 3793,8 23,7 [2981.9 15,5
Uzbeks 332,0 2,0 370,6 2,5 456,9 2,9 614,0 3,2
Ukrainians 875,7 5,4 547,1 3,7 333,0 2,1 387,3 2,0

Other ethnic groups  2512,7 15,2 1540,8 10,3 1329,1 8,3 17149 8,9

During the final years of the Soviet period, ethno-demographic trends during the years of
independence led to significant changes in the national composition of the population. Whilst the
proportion of the Kazakh people increased from 39.7 % to 68.4 %, the proportion of ethnic groups
such as Russians, Ukrainians, and Germans sharply decreased. These processes occurred under the
influence of factors such as migration, repatriation, natural growth, and assimilation.

Research results show that ethno-demographic changes in Eastern Kazakhstan have gradually
moved towards mono-ethnicisation. Although this process proceeded more slowly compared to other
regions of Kazakhstan, it took on a stable character despite regional historical characteristics and
demographic inertia. Regional differences, migration policy, social infrastructure, and economic
development levels directly influenced ethnic structure. Additionally, the adaptation of ethnic
Kazakhs to urbanisation and the increase in their proportion in urban society is also affecting the
spread of state language and culture. The results obtained during the research can serve as an
important foundation for forming demographic, linguistic, and cultural policies at republican and
regional levels and ensuring inter-ethnic stability.
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Results

In the 1990s, mass migration of rural Kazakhs to cities began. This migration took on a different
character from previous Soviet urbanization — Kazakhs began not only adapting to the urban
environment but also creating new social space based on their own culture. The proportion of the
Kazakh ethnos grew from 39.7 % in 1989 to 70.3 % in 2021. This trend was influenced by migration,
the arrival of ethnic repatriates, natural growth, and ethnic assimilation.

From 1999-2021, the level of urbanisation increased across the republic. In regions such as
Turkistan, Almaty, and North Kazakhstan, the proportion of urban population increased significantly.
However, reverse trends or statistical inconsistencies were observed in Pavlodar and Karaganda
regions.

Regional analysis showed that there is an interrelationship between ethnic structure and
urbanisation. In western and southern regions, the proportion of the Kazakh ethnos predominates,
whilst in the north and east this indicator increased later. In EKR and Abay regions, the proportion of
Kazakhs was 38-40 % in 1989, reaching 62—63 % in 2021.

Kazakhstan's population ethnic structure underwent complex changes from the second half of
the XXth century, forming its contemporary national-demographic profile. The collapse of the Soviet
Union and Kazakhstan's independence directly affected ethnic composition. Analysis of these
historical-social changes based on census data from 1989, 1999, 2009, and 2019 is important.

The research was conducted based on official statistical data — results of population censuses in
Kazakhstan in 1989, 1999, 2009, and 2019. The proportion and absolute numbers of each ethnos
within the general population were compared dynamically.

Whilst Kazakhstan's population was 16.5 million people in 1989, this indicator exceeded
18.4 million in 2019. Over 30 years, the population increased by approximately 1.9 million people.
However, this growth did not affect all ethnic groups equally.

Kazakhs comprised 39.7 % of the population in 1989, whilst this indicator reached 68.4% in
2019. In absolute terms, they increased from 6.5 million to 12.6 million. This growth is explained by
the following factors:

1. Natural growth — the birth rate of the Kazakh people was higher than all other ethnic groups.

2. Arrival of compatriots — during the years of independence, more than 1 million ethnic
Kazakhs (from China, Uzbekistan, Mongolia, Turkmenistan, Russia, and other countries) returned to
the country.

In the period from 1991 to 2001, about 370,000 emigrated to the country. During this period,
the vast majority of those who arrived were rural professions from Mongolia and Uzbekistan.
In 20022011, this figure was increased by another 400 thousand people. During this period, the scale
of repatriation expanded, and repatriates also began to arrive from China, Iran, Afghanistan and
Russia. (Resolution, 2008) In the years 2012 to 2021, the pace of migration slowed down somewhat,
with approximately 280,000 ethnic Kazakhs immigrating to the country during this decade. During
this time, the admission quotas were determined at the regional level. In the period from 2022 to
2023, the migration of Kazakhs decreased, but on average, 18,000 to 20,000 people returned on a
permanent basis each year. In general, by the end of 2023, more than 1,900,000 native residents had
visited Kazakhstan. (National composition, 2021) As for their regional distribution, most incomer are
located in the Turkestan (22-25 %) and Almaty (15-18 %) regions, as well as the Zhambyl region
(10-12 %). A significant portion is also allocated to areas with high labor demand, such as Mangistau
and Atyrau. (National composition, 2021)

Despite the fact that the East Kazakhstan region, including the Abai region, which was later
formed, welcomed a substantial number of settlers, this number was lower than the national average.
In general, the proportion of ethnic Kazakhs who relocated to the eastern regions is estimated to be
between 3 % and 4 %, which amounts to approximately 35,000 to 45,000 individuals. The majority
of these individuals settled in rural areas, such as Zaisan, Tarbagatai, Ayagoz, Zharma, and
Abai districts. These were regions where the population had declined, leaving behind vacant homes.
Additionally, a portion of the Kandases relocated to Semipalatinsk and Ust-Kamenogorsk, where they
were registered in the private sector.
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1. Strengthening of national identity and increase in the proportion of Kazakhs living in cities.

2. The number of Russians was 6.2 million (37.8%) in 1989, whilst this indicator was
3.47 million (18.9%) in 2019. That is, the proportional indicator decreased by nearly half. This
decrease is mainly connected with migration processes.

4. Between 1990-2000, a wave of mass resettlement to Russia occurred.

5. Linguistic and cultural factors, as well as difficulties in economic adaptation, also contributed
to increased migration.

The proportion of Ukrainians decreased from 5.8% to 1.5%, whilst Germans decreased from
5.8 % to 1.0 %. The main reason was the resettlement of these ethnic groups to their historical
homelands (Germany, Ukraine). Most Germans left the country in the 1990s under Germany's
repatriation programme. The proportion of the Uzbek people increased, with most Uzbeks
concentrated in southern regions. This is territorially influenced. The increase in proportion is
explained by migration and employment in Kazakhstan's labour market. The “other ethnic groups”
category includes Uyghurs, Tatars, Koreans, and Caucasian peoples. Their proportion was 10.9 % in
1989 and 10.2 % in 2019. Relative stability of this group is observed (Abdakimov, 2009: 62).

Between 1989-2021, Kazakhstan's population ethnic structure underwent fundamental change.
Whilst the proportion of the Kazakh people nearly doubled, the proportion of Slavic and German
ethnic groups significantly decreased. This trend is the result of complex factors such as migration,
natural growth, arrival of compatriots, peoples returning to their historical homeland, and
strengthening of national identity. Although Kazakhstan's current ethnic structure is based on a stable
multi-ethnic society model, Kazakh national predominance has been established.

According to statistical data, fundamental changes in Kazakhstan's ethnic composition are
observed at the end of the XXth century and beginning of the XXIst century. The dynamics of the
state's population are determined by Kazakhs. From 1989-2021, Kazakhstan's population increased
by 14.2 %. As a result, in 2021 the proportion of Kazakhs in the population composition was
70.3 % (Table 2).

The formation of the sovereign demographic system went through several stages.
The ethno-demographic changes took place in Kazakhstan during the 1990s (1989-1999) were the
outcome of intricate and conflicting processes during the period of transition. Within the framework
of political, social, economic, and cultural upheavals, the Soviet “Slavic” demographic system was
destroyed, and the foundation of a sovereign system based on the socio-cultural and socio-economic
advantages of the Kazakh ethnos was being laid. These phenomena had a negative impact on
demographic processes, and Kazakhstan's population began to decrease. At the same time, the
proportion of the Kazakh ethnos in the republic's population composition was 53.4% (Table 2).
A trend of Kazakhs' leading role in the republic's demographic development was determined
(Aubakirova, 2020: 46-48).

This process gained even greater momentum in the first decade of the 21st century
(1999-2009). In 2009, the proportion of the ethnos in the population composition increased
to 63.1 % (Table 2). The rapid growth in the Kazakh population became the defining factor in the
republic's population growth from 1999-2009, whilst the rate of reduction of Kazakhstan's other
ethnic groups, primarily Russians, substantially reduced. As a result, in 2009 Kazakhstan's population
almost returned to its 1989 level, but its ethnic composition fundamentally changed. The majority
determining the demographic situation in the first decade of the 21st century were Kazakhs. During
that period, the Slavic ethnic group decreased by nearly half, and its proportion in the population
composition significantly decreased.

Thus, the demographic influence of Slavic ethnic groups, which had affected Kazakhstan's
population dynamics for more than a century, was minimal by 2009. From this moment, the
demographic behaviour of Kazakhs decisively determines demographic trends in the country. The
republic's population growth momentum is steadily increasing. The following factors are the reasons
for “demographic acceleration” occurring within the framework of socio-economic stabilisation:

1. The scale of social initiatives aimed at assisting families with multiple children, including
financial assistance upon the birth of a child, is gradually expanding;
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2. A prosperous demographic situation persists, with a significant part of the population in the
reproductive age range;

3. Declining emigration barely determines the essence of demographic processes anymore. At
the same time, the state's immigration policy is beginning to yield demographic results. Traditional
reproductive attitudes and large families are common among ethnic compatriots;

4. Changes in the ethnic composition of the population. Kazakhs are becoming the dominant
ethnos. Quantitative changes in ethnic composition have moved to a new quality;

5. The demographic situation in the state is determined by representatives of the Kazakh ethnos
who maintain high reproductive attitudes (Aubakirova et al., 2023: 146-149).

Further growth of Kazakhstan's population was observed on the established ethnic basis.
The growth rate from 2009-2021 was 14.2%, which is 2.1 times higher than the growth rate of the
previous decade (1999-2009). Compared to the 1999-2009 period, the growth dynamics of the
Kazakh population somewhat decreased due to reduced migration flow (from 26.4% to 24.7%), but
much less than steel (1.9 times) and the rate of decrease in the Russian population. The demographic
evolution of other Slavic groups has little impact on the general situation due to their small numbers
(Table 2).

Demographic processes, which have been developing on an external basis for many decades,
are increasingly determined by internal factors. The main patterns of demographic development are
located within the country and focused on the cultural and social characteristics of the Kazakh ethnos.
For the first time in new history, the republic's demographic system began operating on a sovereign
basis.

Current statistics on Kazakhstan's population size and ethnic composition from 2021 data were
statistical confirmation of sovereign evolutions. Kazakhs determine the republic’s ethnic composition
both in cities and rural areas. In 2021, in all regions of Kazakhstan (except North Kazakhstan and
Kostanay regions), they constitute the majority of the population. In this regard, in Atyrau,
Mangystau, and Kyzylorda regions, the proportion of Kazakhs exceeds 90%. Aktobe region is also
close to this indicator. Currently, the Kazakh people, who have preserved traditional values, are a
powerful demographic resource of the state in many regions.

Kazakhstan's population ethnic structure is an important indicator of the country's demographic
stability and national identity. In the second half of the XXth century, as a result of Soviet migration
policy and industrialisation, the Kazakh people became an ethnic minority in many regions. After
Kazakhstan gained independence in 1991, policies aimed at restoring national identity and
demographic balance began to be implemented. These processes were observed at different rates at
the regional level.

However, as a result of migration, demographic, and national policies implemented during the
years of independence, the ethnic structure of the republic's population acquired new content. This
process proceeded at different rates in each region and depended on regional characteristics. In
individual regions, the proportion of Kazakhs increased by more than double, whilst the Russian
ethnos decreased significantly. For example, in northern regions — previously ethnically Russian-
speaking and industrial areas — ethno-demographic balance completely changed, with Kazakhs
becoming the dominant ethnos (Tatimov, 1975: 72-75).

In southern regions — Turkistan, Zhambyl, and Almaty — whilst Kazakhs comprised 53-67 %
of the population in 1989, this indicator increased to 70-80 % in 2021. This growth is explained by
natural demographic rates as well as high ethnic homogeneity in southern regions. The proportion of
the Russian ethnos correspondingly decreased from 20-30 % to 9-17 %. In these regions, the
resettlement of part of the Russian population to their historical homeland and the assimilation
process resulting from frequent mixed marriages among youth also played an important role.

The northern region — North Kazakhstan, Akmola, Kostanay, and Pavlodar — was characterised
by Russian dominance in ethnic composition in 1989: Russians comprised 46-55 %, whilst Kazakhs
were only at the 25-36 % level. However, by 2021, Kazakhs in these regions increased to 51-65 %,
becoming the dominant ethnos. The largest growth was recorded in North Kazakhstan
region — Kazakhs rose from 25 % to 65 %, whilst Russians decreased from 55 % to 30 %. This change
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was achieved through state programmes to attract youth from southern regions (“Serpin”), internal
migration processes, and natural growth. Additionally, large-scale migration waves (especially in
1990-2000) were directed towards the Russian Federation.

In Central Kazakhstan — Karaganda and the newly established Ulytau regions — the proportion
of Kazakhs was around 30-35 % in 1989. These regions traditionally belong to industrialised areas
where the proportion of Russian and Ukrainian ethnic groups was previously high. In 2021, the
proportion of Kazakhs increased to 59-66 %, whilst the proportion of Russians decreased
to 31-27 %. Demographic changes here are also related to migration, changes in ethnic balance during
urbanisation, and natural growth.

Eastern Kazakhstan — East Kazakhstan and Abay regions — were regions where the proportion
of the Russian ethnos was high even during the Soviet period. In 1989, Russians comprised
44-45 % of the population in these regions, whilst Kazakhs were only 38-40 %. However, by 2021,
the proportion of Kazakhs reached 62-63 %, becoming the dominant ethnos. Here too,
Russian-directed migration as well as the arrival of repatriates played a major role.

In western regions — Atyrau, Mangystau, West Kazakhstan, and Aktobe — the proportion of the
Kazakh people was relatively high even during the Soviet period. In Atyrau and Mangystau regions,
the proportion of Kazakhs was 47-51 % in 1989, increasing to 92 % and 78 % respectively in 2021.
Whilst natural growth was very high in these regions, the Russian ethnos decreased rapidly: in Atyrau
from 3 1% to 5 %, in Mangystau from 30 % to 14 %. Similar trends were observed in West
Kazakhstan and Aktobe: Kazakhs increased from 44—-29 % to 7971 %, whilst Russians decreased
from 38-52% to 14-25 % respectively. This shows that in western regions, the development of the
energy sector and the influence of internal migration and urbanisation factors were significant.

Thus, over the past thirty years, the demographic and ethnic predominance of the Kazakh people
has been established in all regions of Kazakhstan. These trends were greatly influenced by migration,
the policy of accepting repatriates, natural growth, urbanisation, and state national policy.
The number and proportion of the Russian ethnos decreased in all regions, with the return of Slavs to
their historical homelands and their slow demographic activity in Kazakhstan being one of the main
reasons. These ethno-demographic changes formed the basis for the homogenisation
of Kazakhstan's contemporary national structure and the strengthening of the role of the state-forming
nation — the Kazakh people.

Table 3. Population size and ethnic composition of Kazakhstan according to current
statistical data for 2021 (thousands of people) (National composition, 2021: 12—-16)

Regions Total Kazakhs Russians Uzbeks Ukrainians Other  ethnic
population groups
Number | % | Number | % Number | % Number | % Number | % Number | %
Republic of | 19196.0 | 100 | 13497.9 | 70,3 | 2981.9 | 15,53 | 614.0 3,2 | 387.3 2,2 117148 |89
Kazakhstan
Akmola 783.0 100 | 385.0 49,11 210.8 26,92 | 1.5 0,1 (0.6 0,7 | 185.2 23,6
Aktobe 906.2 100 | 770.6 85,0 | 67.5 74 13 0,1 |33 0,6 |63.6 7,02
Almaty 2146.6 | 100 | 1577.3 | 73,4 | 229.2 10,6 |5.8 0,2 | 109 0,5 | 3233 15,6
Atyrau 681.6 100 | 625.9 91,8 | 30.1 4,4 0.9 01 |17 0,2 [231 3,3
West 675.7 100 | 592.1 87,6 | 109.2 16,1 |05 0,02 | 135 1,9 |233 3,2
Kazakhstan
Zhambyl 1199.3 | 100 | 891.3 74,3 | 88.0 7,3 29.0 24 (9.8 0,8 | 181.2 15,1
Karaganda | 1348.5 | 100 | 751.9 55,7 | 391.7 29,0 |33 0,2 | 529 3,9 | 1487 11,0
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Kostanay | 833.6 100 | 368.3 44,1 | 280.6 336 |13 0,1 |87.9 10,5 | 95.6 114
Kyzylorda | 814.9 100 | 782.8 96,0 | 12.3 15 21 0,2 |09 0,1 |16.8 2,7
Mangystau | 735.0 100 | 670.5 91,2 | 32.0 4.3 21 02 |32 04 |27.2 3,7
Paviodar 756.8 100 | 432.3 57,1 223.7 295 |13 01 |87 1,1 |90.7 119
North 540.8 100 | 203.2 37,5 240.6 444 1 0.6 0,1 |30.0 55 |66.5 12,2
Kazakhstan

Turkistan 2054.0 | 100 | 1551.6 | 75,5| 27.9 1,3 0.4 02 |34 0,1 | 470.7 22,9
East 1341.3 [ 100 842.4 62,8 | 431.0 32,1 |15 01 |94 0,7 |57.0 4.2
Kazakhstan

Astanacity | 1234.0 | 100 | 1004.8 | 81,4 | 118.4 9,5 7.1 0,8 | 207 1,6 |83.0 6,7
Almaty 2030.3 | 100 | 1286.2 | 63,3 | 415.7 204 | 114 0,6 |21.0 14 |2959 14,5
city

S_hymkent 19196.0 | 100 | 13497.9 | 70,3 | 2981.9 | 15,53 | 614.0 3,2 |387.3 2,2 | 17148 |89
city

The 2021 ethnic structure indicators show a significant increase in the proportion of the Kazakh
ethnos in Kazakhstan and the ongoing process of ethnic homogenisation. This trend was formed as a
result of the restoration of historical justice as well as natural demographic growth and ethnic
migration. Ethnic diversity has been preserved at the regional level. In northern and central regions,
the proportion of Slavic ethnic groups is still high, based on historical reasons. In southern and
western regions, the historical predominance of the Kazakh people is clearly visible. Changes in
ethnic structure have a direct impact on state policy, linguistic environment, education system,
cultural integration, and inter-ethnic accord.

Ethnic differences between urban and rural residents are also significant. Whilst most of the
Kazakh people live in rural areas, the number of Kazakhs living in cities has sharply increased as a
result of the urbanisation process. Although Russian, German, and Ukrainian ethnic groups
historically comprised the majority of the urban population, this situation is changing as a result of
migration.

Today, the Kazakh ethnos is becoming the dominant ethnos in all regions of the country. This
trend is particularly evident in metropolises such as Astana, Almaty, and Shymkent. As a result of
internal migration, a large part of the Kazakh people has been directed from the south and west
towards the north and centre. In these regions, the proportion of Kazakhs increased by 10-15% over
the past decade (Dave, 2007: 18-19).

The ethno-demographic situation in Eastern Kazakhstan has undergone fundamental change
since the 1990s. Whilst the Russian ethnos was the main ethnic group of the region at the end of the
Soviet period, according to the results of the 2021 census, the proportion of the Kazakh ethnos reached
63%, gaining demographic predominance. The proportion of Russians and other Slavic ethnic groups
correspondingly decreased to 32 %. These changes were influenced by return to historical homeland,
migration waves, natural growth, and internal migration processes. The activity of Kazakhs in the
urban environment increased, which is directly related to urbanisation. The cities of Semey and
Oskemen are the main centres of demographic restructuring.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Kazakhstan's ethnic structure is gradually becoming a society dominated by the
Kazakh ethnos. This trend requires maintaining inter-ethnic harmony and social integration along
with demographic stability.
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The ethno-demographic development of East Kazakhstan region entered a historically new
phase during the years of independence. The Kazakh ethnos becoming the dominant ethnos in the
regional demographic structure led to changes in ethnic identity and social structure. These changes
are closely related to factors such as urbanisation, migration, and natural growth. At the same time,
the influence of the historically established multi-ethnic environment is still felt. In the coming years,
the social, cultural, and economic consequences of these changes will determine the main directions
of regional policy and demographic planning. Therefore, the research results can serve as a valuable
scientific-practical foundation for developing demographic strategies, ensuring social stability, and
predicting future migration processes.

Despite the numerous demographic catastrophes that befell the East Kazakhstan region in the
previous century, in the new century, these shocks gradually began to subside. In the years since
independence, the ethnodemographic development of the East Kazakhstan region has entered a new
phase in history. Initially, the region was divided into two administrative units: East Kazakhstan and
Semipalatinsk. However, in 2022, a new region, Abai, was established, aiming to bridge the gap
between densely populated and sparsely populated areas. While Kazakhs constitute the majority of
the region's population, the local government in the region continues to uphold a policy of interethnic
unity and harmony.
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