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Abstract. Introduction. The relevance of the topic of the article — from a historiographic point of
view, the influence of Western historiography on understanding the tragedy of mass famine in
Kazakhstan in the 1930s is studied. This study is important for understanding the historical memory
and national identity of the Kazakh people, as well as for identifying new approaches to analyzing
the consequences of Soviet totalitarian policy. Materials. The sources of historiographic analysis are
collective works, monographs, scientific articles of Western researchers, as well as materials of
international conferences and seminars dedicated to the tragedy of mass famine in Kazakhstan in the
1930s. The methodological basis of the research is the principles of historicism and systems approach,
as well as problem-chronological, historical-comparative and typological methods, which provide a
comprehensive analysis of events and their consequences, allowing to accurately interpret the
influence of Western historiography on the formation of historical memory of the tragedy. Goals and
objectives of the article — to review the latest research by Western historians on the tragedy of mass
famine in Kazakhstan in the 1930s, their role in the formation of historical memory and national
identity in Kazakhstan, and their influence on contemporary discussions of repressions and tragedies
of the past. Results. As a result of the analysis of Western historiography, it was found that foreign
researchers apply a wide range of interdisciplinary approaches and actively use a variety of sources,
including archival documents, oral histories and memoirs. Their works focus on the political,
economic, and cultural causes of the Kazakh famine, considering it because of violent modernization,
and not exclusively because of natural disasters or government miscalculations. Various
interpretations of the tragedy are revealed - from the interpretation as genocide to the assessment as
an act of structural violence. These studies have had a significant impact on the formation of new
historical memory and national identity in Kazakhstan, opening prospects for further scholarly
dialogue. Conclusions. Western historiography of the Kazakh famine has greatly enriched our
understanding of the tragedy, offering an interdisciplinary approach and a critical look at the political,
social, and cultural aspects of the crisis. Western studies have challenged previous interpretations,
emphasizing the systemic nature of the violence and the destruction of traditional Kazakh life. These
works have contributed to the formation of a new historical memory and highlighted the need for
further scholarly dialogue to better understand one of the most dramatic episodes in the history of
Kazakhstan.
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Annarna. Kipicne. Maxkanaoa maxvipvinmoly 63ekminiei — TapUXHAMaJbIK TYPFbIIAH
1930 xpuimapmarbl  KazakcTanmarbl Jkammail — amapimbUIBIK — KacipeTiH — TyciHyre Oatbic
TapUXHAMaChIHBIH BIKIAJIBI KApacThIPbLIAIbL. byl 3epTTeyaiH Ka3ak XalKbIHBIH TapUXH JKaJbl MEH
YITTBIK OOJIMBICHIH TYCIHY, COHJIali-aK KEHECTIK TOTAIUTAPIIbIK CasiCaTThIH 3apAanTapbiH TaJlaayablH
’KaHa TOCUIZIEPIH aHBIKTAY YIIIH MaHbI3bl 30p. 3epmme) HCYMbICbIHbIH MAMEPUANObIK He2i3i peminoe
OaTbiC 3epTTEYLIUIEPIHIH YXKBIMABIK €HOeKTepi, MoOHorpadusiapbl, FHUIBIMH MaKajajapsbl,
conpari-ak 1930 sxeimapaarel  KaszakcTanmarbl Kallllaid  amiapiibLIbIK  KacipeTiHe apHalFaH
XallbIKapalblK KOH(EpeHIMsulap MEH CeMHHApJapAblH MaTepuaiiapbl TaObUIaIbl. 3epmme)Oin
20ICHAMANLIK He2i3iH Tpareaus Typaibl TAPUXU JKAJIBIHBIH KaJbIITaCyblHa O0AThIC TapUXHAMAaCHIHBIH
BIKMAQJBIH 97 TYCIHAIpYre MYMKIHIIK OepeTiH OKWFajdap MeH OJapAblH CcaliAapblH
KaH-KAKThl Tanjgayabl KaMTaMachl3 €TETIH TapUXIIBUIIBIK MEeH JKYHelmiK Ke3Kapac Karuaajapsl,
COHJA-aK MpoOIeMalbIK-XPOHOJIOTHSUIBIK, TAPUXHU-CATIBICTBIPMAJbl KOHE THIOJOTHSIIBIK daicTep
Kypainbl. Maxkananeity maxcamer — 1930 sxpuigapaarsl KazakcTaHIarbl sKamnmail amapiibLIbIK
KaclpeTl TypaJibl 0aTbIC TapUXLIbIIAPBIHBIH COHFBI 3€pTTEYNEpiH, onapabiH Ka3zakctanaarsl Tapuxu
Kaabl MEH YJITTBHIK OOJMBICTBI KaJBIITACTBIPYIAFbl POJIIH KOHE OJapAblH OTKEH J9Yyipleri
KYFbIH-CYPriHAEp MEH Kalfbulbl OKHUFajapAbl Kasipri TajKplIaylapra Kajail ocep €TKEeHIH
Kapactelpy. Homuoicenep. baTbic TapuxHamachlH Tangay IIETENIIK 3€pTTEYLIIEPAIH KONTereH
MIOHAPANBIK TOCULAEP KOJJAHBIN, 9PTYPil AEpeKKe3AepAi, COHBIH IMIHAE MyparaT Ky>KaTTapbliH,
aybI3lIa TapUXThI, €CTENIKTEpAl OeNceH i Typle maiiiamaHaTbIHBIH KepceTTi. OnapablH KYMBICHI
Ka3akK allapIibUIbIFbIHBIH CasiCH, IKOHOMHUKAJIBIK KOHE MOJIEHU ceOenTepiHe TOKTaJIbII, OHbl TAOUFU
amaTTapblH HEMece YKIMETTIH KaTe eceNnTeylepiHiH HOTHXKecl peTiHae emec, MKOypii
JKAHFBIPTYJIBIH CaJiiapbl PETIHAE KapacThipaabl. TparenusiHbl TEHOIUJ PEeTiHAE TYyCIHIIpYyaeH
KYPBUIBIMJIBIK, 30PJIBIK-30MOBUIBIK OpEKETI peTiHae Oarajayra JEHIHTT OpTYpJIl MHTEPHpeTalusiap
aHbpIKTanAbl. byn 3eprreynep Kazakcranjgarbsl kaHa TapuXu JKaIbl MEH YITTHIK OOJMBICTHIH
KaJbIITACYbIHA €JEyJi ocep eTil, OJaH opi FHUIBIMH JHAIIOTTBIH OOJAlIaFblH  allThI.
Kopvimuinower. Kazax aiapiblUibIFbIHBIH 0aThIC TApUXHAMACHI 1aFAAPBICTHIH CasICH, dJICYMETTIK KOHE
MOJICHH AacCleKTUIepiHe MoHapalblK Ke3Kapac MEeH ChbIHM Ke3KapacTbl YChIHA OTBIPBIN, Tpareaus
TypaJsbl TYCIHITIMI3/1 eaayip 6ailbITThl. baThic aBTOpIApBIHBIH 3€pTTEYNepl 30PIbIK-30MOBUIBIKTHIH
KYHENK CHUNaThlHA JKOHE Ka3aKTBhIH JOCTYpJi eMip canTelH Oy3yra Oaca Hazap ayaapa OTBHIPHIIN,
OYpBIHFBI TYCIHIIpYJIEpre Kapchl IIBIKTHL. byl eHOekTep kaHa TapuXW KaJbIHBIH KaJIbIITaCybIHA
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BIKIIAJT €TTi xkoHe Ka3zakcTaH TapuXbIHAAFbI €H JpaMalibIK SIMH30ATapAbIH OipiH KaKChl TYCIHY YIIIiH
OJ1aH 9p1 FHUIBIMU JIUAJIOT KYPri3y KaXKETTIJII1H KOPCETTI.
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AHHOTanusl. Bgedenue. AKTyanbHOCTb TEMbl CTaTbU — C HUCTOpUOrpaUyYEcCKOW TOUYKU 3pEeHUS
UCClIeAyeTcsl BIMSHHME 3alaJHoi ucropuorpaduu Ha MOHMMaHHE TpareAMd MacCcOBOrO roJiojia B
Kazaxctane B 30-e roapr XX Beka. DTO uccieloBaHUE BaXKHO JJII OCMBICICHHSI MCTOPUYECKOM
naMsATH U HAIMOHAJIbHOW HAEHTUYHOCTH Ka3aXCKOrO Hapoja, a TaKKe JUIl BBISBICHMS HOBBIX
MOAXOJO0B K aHAJIU3Y IOCJIEACTBUI COBETCKOM TOTAJIMTApHOM MONMUTHKH. Marepuansl. B kauectse
HCTOYHUKOB HCTOPUOTPa(HUUECKOro aHajM3a BBICTYNAIOT KOJUIEKTUBHBIE TPYIbl, MOHOrpadumu,
Hay4yHBIE CTaThbU 3alaAHBIX UCCIIE0BaTeNeH, a TakKe MaTeprabl MEKAYHAPOAHBIX KOH(pEepeHIUH U
CEMHHApOB, MOCBSIIEHHBIX Tpareauu maccoBoro rojoga B Kaszaxcrane B 30-e rompt XX Beka.
MeTo1010rn4ecKoii OCHOBOW MCCIEOBAHMS SABJIIFOTCA NPUHLMIBI MUCTOPU3MAa M CHUCTEMHOIO
HOAX0Ja, & TAaKKe MPOOJIEMHO-XPOHOJIOTMYECKUH, UCTOPUKO-CPAaBHUTEIbHBII U TUIIOJOTUYECKUI
METOAbl, KOTOpble 00€CHeunBalOT KOMILJIEKCHBIM aHalIW3 COOBITUM M MX IOCIEACTBUN, MO3BOJIAA
TOYHO WHTEPIPETUPOBATh BIMSHUE 3alaAHON McTOpHOorpaduu Ha (GOpMHUPOBAHUE HCTOPUUYECKOM
namsaTH o Tparenuu. leau u 3a0auu  JAaHHOM CTaThbH — PACCMOTPEHHE HOBEHIIMX HCCIEJ0BaHUI
3araJHbIX MICTOPUKOB O Tpareauu Maccosoro rouona B Kazaxcrane B 30-e roznsl 20 Beka, X poiu B
(GopMHUpPOBAaHUY HCTOPUYECKON MaMITH M HAallMOHAIBHOM HAeHTHYHOCTH B Ka3zaxcraHe, a Takxke Kak
UX BIMSHHUE HAa COBPEMEHHBIE JMCKYCCUM O PpEIpPECCHsIX M Tpareausx IpoOLUIOro.
Pesynemamer. B pesynbTaTe aHanu3a 3anafHON MCTOpUOrpaduu yCTaHOBJIEHO, YTO 3apyOexHbIe
UCCIIEIOBATENN IPUMEHSIOT IIAPOKHM CIEKTP MEXKAMCHUIUIMHAPHBIX MOAXOJOB M AKTHUBHO
UCIOJb3YIOT Pa3HOOOpa3Hble MCTOYHMKH, BKIIOYas apXUBHbIE JOKYMEHTBI, YCTHbIE HCTOPUU U
MeMyapsl. IX paboThl aKIIEeHTUPYIOT BHUMaHHE HA MOJIUTHYECKUX, SKOHOMUYECKUX U KYJIbTYPHBIX
IIPUYMHAX Ka3aXCKOro roj0jJa, paccMaTpuUBasi €ro Kak CJI€ACTBHE HACHJIbCTBEHHOW MOJEpHU3ALINH,
a He HCKJIOUMUTENIFHO KaK Pe3yJbTaT CTUXMHHBIX OCICTBHM MM MPOCYETOB BIIACTH. BBIABICHBI
pazIu4Hble MHTEPHpPETallMM TpareIud — OT TPAKTOBKM KaK TI'E€HOLMJA [0 OLEHKH KakK akTa
CTPYKTYpPHOT'O HacuiMsl. DTH HCCIeIOBAaHUSl OKa3ald 3HAUMUTENbHOE BJIMSHUE HAa (hOpMUpOBaHHE
HOBOW HCTOPUYECKON MTaMsTH U HallMOHAJIBHOM MIEHTUYHOCTH B KazaxcraHe, OTKPBIB EPCIEKTUBBI
JUISL TaJbHEHWINero Hay4Horo auasnora. Buieoowi. 3amannas uctopuorpadus rojgona B Kazaxcrane
3HAYUTENBHO 000raTHjIa MOHUMAaHKUE dTOW TpareIuu, MPeaIoKUB MEKIUCIUIUTMHAPHBIA TOAX0 U
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KPUTUYECKUNA B3IV HA TNOJUTUYECKHUE, COLMAJIbHbIE W KYJbTYpPHBIE aCIEeKThl KpHU3HUCA.
WccnenoBanus 3amnajHbIX aBTOPOB MOCTABUIIM I10]] COMHEHHU € TPEKHU € HHTEPIPETALINH, AKLIEHTUPY ST
BHHUMaHHE Ha CUCTEMHOM XapaKTepe HACWIMS U pa3pylIeHUH TPaJAULIMOHHOIO Ka3aXxCKOro ykiaJja.
Otu paboThl crocoOCTBOBaIM (POPMUPOBAHUIO HOBOM HCTOPHUUECKOM MaMITH M HOMYEPKHYIU
HEOOXOAMMOCTh JaNbHEUIIIEro Hay4HOTo auanora s Oosee riay0OKOro OCMBICIEHHUS OJHOTO 3
caMbIX ApaMaTUUHbIX 31130/10B B ucropun Kazaxcrana.

Karouesbie cioBa: 3anagnas ucropuorpadus, Kazaxcran, 30-e roasr 20 Beka, MacCOBBIH TOJION,
TOTAJUTAPHBIA PEKUM, HACUIHCTBEHHAs KOJUIEKTUBU3ALMS, PENpEecCHuu, HCTOpUYEcKas HaMsTh,
MEXIUCIUIIIMHAPHBIN OJX0/

BaarogapHocts. CTaThsi BBINOJHEHA B paMKax pealu3alMM Mpoekra MHUHHCTEpCTBa BBICIIETO
obpa3oBanust U Hayku PecnyOsmku Kazaxcran «llogroroBka m u3gaHue cepud BOCIOMUHAHUMN
oueBujilieB MaccoBoro ronoaa 1931-1933 rogos B Kazaxcrane u ux HOTOMKOBY

Jas uutupoBanusi: MameitoBa C.H. 3anagnas ucropuorpadust B GOpMHUPOBAHUH UCTOPUIECKOM
namsTH 0 MaccoBoM ronoje B Kazaxcrane B 30-e rr. XX Beka // Asian Journal “Steppe Panorama”.

2025. T. 12. Ne 4. C. 934-945. (Ha Anru.). DOI: 10.51943/2710-3994_2025_12_4 934-945

Introduction

The relevance of the topic of this article lies in the need to analyze historiographic approaches
to the tragedy of mass famine in Kazakhstan in the 1930s. In recent decades, interest in issues of
historical memory and identity has increased, especially among the peoples who suffered from the
Soviet totalitarian policy, which led to catastrophic consequences and mass famine that affected
millions of people. The Kazakh people suffered colossal human losses. According to modern
researchers, the number of “deliberately exterminated Kazakhs by famine was 4,068,480 people, or
70 % of the population” (Akkuly, 2014: 144-145). Without any exaggeration, it can be said that
almost the entire land was covered with the corpses of victims of mass famine, turning into
a huge cemetery. This time remained in the memory of the Kazakh people as the “Years of the
Great Jute” — the mass death of livestock, impoverishment of the population and deaths from hunger,
which were the result of the totalitarian policy of the Soviet leadership during forced collectivization,
voluntaristic sedentarization and dispossession of the wealthy strata of society.

We must pay tribute to the first researchers who opened previously unknown pages of the
history of the tragedy of famine and “nomadism”. These are famous Kazakh historians
M. Kozybayev, M. Tatimov, Zh. Abylkhozhin, Kh. Abzhanov, K. Aldazhumanov. Then they were
joined by T. Omarbekov, E. Sadykov, Z. Kabuldinov, B. Ayagan and others, who took part in the
implementation of several scientific projects. The first to study this problem locally were archivists
and local historians. A unique interpretation of this tragedy is reflected in the works of Western
researchers. The latest research by Western historians not only illuminates the facts and causes of the
tragedy, but also contributes to a rethinking of historical memory, which, in turn, affects the process
of forming national identity. Alternative interpretations offered by Western researchers help to better
understand the historical experience of Kazakhstan. The purpose of this article is to review the latest
research by Western historians on the tragedy of mass famine in Kazakhstan in the 1930s, analyze
their influence on the modern perception of historical events and the formation of historical memory
and identity. In the context of modern discussions about repressions and tragedies of the past, the
study of Western historiography is becoming especially relevant, opening new aspects for
understanding the complex history of the country.

Materials and methodology

The sources of historiographic analysis are collective works, monographs, scientific articles of
Western researchers, as well as materials of international conferences and seminars dedicated to the
tragedy of mass famine in Kazakhstan in the 1930s. The methodological basis of the research is the
principles of historicism and systems approach, as well as problem-chronological, historical-
comparative, and typological methods, which provide a comprehensive analysis of events and their
consequences, allowing to accurately interpret the influence of Western historiography on the
formation of historical memory of the tragedy.
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Discussion

The analysis of Western historiography in the context of the famine in Kazakhstan has become
the subject of study by several scholars. The article by Z. Saktaganova, T. Sakabay and K. Bodeyev
“On the Problems of the History of Famine in Kazakhstan in Western Historiography (1931-1933)”
presents a step-by-step study of the famine of 1931-1933 based on the works of Western researchers,
covering the period from the first half of the 1930s to the early 2000s. The authors analyzed the source
base of European scholars and identified key issues such as collectivization, settlement, agricultural
procurement, causes, scale and consequences of the famine, as well as demographic losses. They
concluded that Western researchers viewed the famine in the USSR because of the ill-considered
policy of the Soviet leadership (Saktaganova et al., 2023: 99-110).

Russian scholars are also actively engaged in historiographical understanding of Western
literature on the famine of 1932-1933. Among them, V. Kondrashin, G. Kornilov and E. Baranov
stand out. V. Kondrashin is one of the leading researchers of the problem of famine in the USSR.
Under his leadership, the project “Famine in the USSR. 1929-1934” was implemented, which
resulted in a multi-volume documentary work (Famine in the USSR, 2011). In this publication, the
documents were selected in such a way as to present the famine as a common tragedy of the peoples
of the USSR and confirm the thesis about the absence of ethnic genocide, linking the main cause with
the class principle that determined the policy of Stalin's leadership. Despite Kondrashin's emphasis
on the importance of a scientific approach and refusal to politicize, he himself interprets
“Asharshylyk” (mass famine) problem with a clear bias in the interests of Russia, concluding that the
famine was the result of mistakes and miscalculations of the political course of the country's
leadership in the process of collectivization (Kondrashin, 2022: 43-54).

One of the latest works with a historiographic review of the famine in Kazakhstan is the article
by G. Kornilov, published in 2023 in the journal “Newest History of Russia”. Supporting
Kondrashin's position, he opposes the ethnicization of the Holodomor (mass famine) and expresses
dissatisfaction with those peoples of the USSR who, pursuing a course to restore historical justice, in
his opinion, are engaged in the falsification of history (Kornilov: 2023: 103). At the beginning of the
article, he notes a decrease in interest in the topic of the Ukrainian famine over the past decade with
growing attention to the Kazakh famine (this is what he calls it) (Kornilov: 2023: 99). However, the
use of the term “Kazak ASSR” in the title of the article raises questions: this is not just a mistake, but
a serious blunder that can be perceived as an echo of chauvinistic habits or even a provocation.
Perhaps the author sought to use the language structures of documents of that time, but this does not
justify the use of outdated and incorrect names. To confirm his position on the unintentional nature
of the genocide, Kornilov refers to the works of foreign authors (R. Kindler, I. Oahon, N. Pianchiola,
S. Cameron and S. Wheatcroft), who do not recognize the famine in Kazakhstan as genocide of the
Kazakh people. He also mentions the American researcher S. Kotkin, who argues that the victims
died not because of ethnic persecution by the regime, but because of the policy of forced
denomadization: “The famine was Soviet”, not Ukrainian or Kazakh (Kornilov: 2023: 109).
Having presented in a schematic form the estimates of population losses in Kazakhstan, given in the
works of various scientists, the author seeks to confirm his idea of falsification, which is expressed
in the overestimation of the number of victims of the famine, in a large difference in the figures.
Focusing on the negative aspects of the study of the famine by Kazakh historians, he writes that “at
the same time as the discourse on population losses, the idea of separating the Kazakhstan famine
from the all-Union one came to the centre of attention of historians, its separation, which led to the
opposition of the famine in the autonomous republic to the famine in the RSFSR” (Kornilov:
2023: 109).

The issue of the demographic consequences of the famine of the early 1930s is also considered
in modern research by E. Baranova, who notes the absence of a single, generally accepted assessment
of the victims of this period and highlights a new aspect of the discussions — the reliability of Soviet
population statistics (Baranova, 2014: 253—-260).
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European and American historiography on the famine in Kazakhstan is represented by the
works of Sarah Cameron and Nicola Pianchiola, who not only examine the tragedy itself, but also
analyze existing approaches in Western historiography. Sarah Cameron looks at how Western
scholars interpret the famine. She criticises some of them for their simplistic perception of the
situation, which often boils down to accusing the Soviet leadership of genocide against the Kazakh
people. Cameron emphasises that such a view ignores the complex socio-economic factors that
contributed to the famine and calls for a more in-depth analysis that considers both internal and
external circumstances. She also notes the importance of using a variety of sources, including archival
documents and oral testimonies, to avoid one-sided interpretations (Cameron, 2015).

Nicola Pianchiola, in his article published in the journal “Otan Tarihi” in 2015, also turns to
Western historiography. He analyzes the works of American and European researchers and points out
their tendency to focus on the political aspects of the famine, often ignoring the cultural and social
contexts. Pianchiola emphasizes the need for a more balanced approach that would consider the
diversity of opinions and assessments. He criticizes some studies for insufficient attention
to local realities and for generalizations that can lead to a distortion of the historical truth (Pianchiola,
2015: 100-126).

Thus, the problem of studying the famine in Kazakhstan in the 1930s remains a relevant topic
for scientific research both at the level of domestic and foreign historiography, requiring further
analysis of sources and a deeper understanding of the historical context of this tragic event.

Results

The first major works were carried out by American historians Martha Brill Olcott and
Robert Conquest in the 1980s. Their works were valuable analytical overviews of key aspects of the
mass famine of the 1930s. However, the source base was extremely limited due to the lack of access
to many Soviet archival funds. Martha Brill Olcott viewed the famine because of the authorities’
miscalculations in understanding the peculiarities of the pastoral nomadic economy of the Kazakhs
(Olcott, 1981). Robert Conquest included a chapter on the Kazakh famine in his book “The Harvest
of Sorrow” (1986), dedicated to the famine in Ukraine. It was compiled based on Olcott’s materials
and contained a similar interpretation that the famine was a consequence of economic and political
miscalculations and widespread cultural ignorance. His position coincided with theories of
evolutionary development that suggest the inevitable disappearance of nomadic societies
(Conquest, 1986).

However, this approach was later criticized. A new wave of researchers, formed in the late
1990s and early 2000s because of political changes and the related opening of access to a number of
Soviet archival funds (NKVD, Communist Party organs), questioned the opinion that the Kazakh
famine was, above all, a “natural” process, different from the more rigid collectivization policy
carried out in other republics of the Soviet Union.

The greatest publication activity was demonstrated by Sarah Cameron, Niccolo Pianchiola,
Robert Kindler, Isabel Ohayon, Matthew Payne, who used various sources: archival documents,
published statistical collections, memoirs of famine victimsand their descendants. Particular attention
should be paid to Sarah Cameron’s involvement of Kazakh-language sources in scientific circulation,
in contrast to the earlier emphasis on Russian-language official documents.

An analysis of the works of these researchers revealed significant differences in their research
methodologies. Isabelle Ohayon applied social history methods, examining the policy of sedentarism
as a mechanism of social transformation. Niccolo Pianchiola focused on economic processes and
ecological factors. He showed how the forced collectivization of nomadic households destroyed the
traditional Kazakh economy, leading to ecological degradation and mass death of livestock.
Pianchiola emphasized the economic interests of the Soviet state, which was more interested in the
appropriation of resources than in the fate of nomads. Kindler focused on patterns of political
violence. In “Stalin's Nomads”, he pointed out the deliberate cruelty of collectivization policies,
accompanied by the destruction of the social fabric of Kazakh society. The work of
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Stephen Wheatcroft and R. Davis has contributed to clarifying the demographic consequences of the
tragedy: they have suggested that the famine was a consequence of criminal negligence and economic
policy, rather than genocide. An important part of their research was an attempt to reconstruct in
detail the statistics of births, deaths and migration in Kazakhstan in the early 1930s, which has made
it possible to challenge simplistic interpretations of the catastrophe.

Unlike Kazakh researchers, who focus on national tragedy and repression, Western authors
often integrated the Kazakh famine into the context of Soviet-wide collectivization and forced
modernization.

An analysis of Western historiography of the Kazakh famine of the 1930s reveals a wide range
of themes and interpretations that reflect the political, social, and cultural complexity of the tragedy.
In contrast to earlier approaches that focused on the structural failures of the Soviet leadership, a new
wave of research emphasizes the violent and systemic nature of collectivization policies that
destroyed the traditional way of life of Kazakhs and had large-scale humanitarian consequences.

Western scholars have focused on the political causes of the tragedy. Sarah Cameron argues
that the Soviet Union's leadership was aware of the catastrophic situation in Kazakhstan. She writes:
“Stalin and Filip Goloshchyokin, the First Secretary of the Kazakh Party, corresponded regularly
throughout the famine, and Stalin was aware of the extent of the damage being done to the Kazakhs”
(Cameron: 2015).

The economic aspect of the policy is covered in the works of Niccolo Pianchiola.
He emphasizes that the regime's actions were motivated by the desire to make maximum use of the
resources of the Kazakh steppe region — primarily livestock and grain — in the interests of
industrialization. In his opinion, Moscow viewed the Kazakhs as “expendable material”, not caring
about the consequences of the destruction of the nomadic way of life (Pianchiola, 2021: 592).
Pianchiola 's analysis of archival materials and eyewitness accounts allowed him to conclude that the
Soviet leadership carried out a deliberate policy of “freeing up space” for grain production,
accompanied by the total confiscation of food and property, which led to mass starvation, the spread
of disease and significant human losses among the Kazakh population (Pianchiola, 2004: 137-192).

The social and cultural aspects of the Kazakh famine are analyzed in detail in the studies of
Cameron, Kindler, and Ohayon. Cameron focuses on the destruction of tribal ties and the
disappearance of the nomadic way of life as the basis of Kazakh identity. In her opinion, the tragedy
contributed to the formation of “a new Kazakh national identity that largely displaced the previous
identification of Kazakhs with the pastoral nomadic system. After the famine, Kazakhs began to think
of themselves as a national group, rather than a social group or a group oriented towards the pastoral
nomadic system” (Cameron, 2020). She also points out that “through the most brutal means, the
Kazakh famine contributed to the creation of Soviet Kazakhstan, a stable territory with clearly defined
borders that became an integral part of the Soviet economic system. ... The cost of this state-building
was horrific, both for the regime, which witnessed a sharp decline in agricultural productivity in the
region in the years following the famine, and especially for Kazakh society itself, which bore a
disproportionate burden of the dead in the aftermath of the disaster. Of the 1.5 million victims of the
tragedy, some 1.3 million were Kazakhs. More than a third of all Kazakhs perished in the famine, and
because of the disaster, Kazakhs became a minority in their own republic” (Cameron, 2015).

Robert Kindler views the tragedy as an example of violence perpetrated by the state
(Kindler, 2017). He analyzes the behavior of the starving population, pointing to the erosion of social
solidarity: under the constant threat of death, kinship and community ties weakened. He also
interprets the mass migration of Kazakhs as a survival strategy, not a spontaneous flight. He writes:
“Solidarity and social cohesion, weakening under the constant pressure, eventually gave way ... the
famine “broke the moral guidelines’ of traditional society, leaving deep psychological trauma”
(Kindler, 2012: 232).

The topic of demographic and ethnocultural consequences of the tragedy occupies a special
place in the research. Cameron, Pianchiola and Wheatcroft cite data on the death of more
than 1.3 million Kazakhs, which is a third of the entire nation.
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The diversity of interpretations is also evident in the assessments of the nature of the famine.
Payne qualifies it as genocide (Payne, 2019), Cameron, Pianchiola and Kindler emphasize that the
mass deaths were a consequence of the repressive policy, but not its main goal. At the same time,
they recognize that the actions of the Soviet leadership fall under the definitions of international
humanitarian law in terms of the partial destruction of an ethnic group. R. Kindler noted that, although
the Stalinist leadership did not set the direct goal of destroying certain “Soviet” nations, it consciously
allowed the implementation of collectivization and dispossession, which entailed the death of millions
of citizens. In his opinion, for Stalin and his entourage, human life was of no value: the priority was
the achievement of economic goals, strengthening personal power and the complete subordination of
society to the political regime.

The nature causes and consequences of the Kazakh famine of the 1930s is a key topic of debate
in Western historiography. Researchers interpret the degree of guilt of the Soviet regime, the goals of
its policy and the possible qualification of the tragedy as an act of genocide in different ways. These
differences are associated not only with methodological approaches, but also with the choice of
sources, scholarly traditions and emphases of research interest. Sarah Cameron and Robert Kindler,
relying on archival documents and oral testimonies, argue that the Kazakh famine was not the result
of a conscious intent to exterminate the people. At the same time, they emphasize that Stalin and his
entourage knew about the humanitarian catastrophe, but did not take measures that could have
stopped the tragedy. Cameron writes that the Kazakhs found themselves in conditions “leading to
their partial physical destruction”, which may meet several criteria of the UN Convention on
Genocide. However, she also points out that there is no evidence of direct intent on the part of the
USSR leadership to exterminate the Kazakhs as an ethnic group (Cameron, 2010). Kindler in his book
“Stalin's Nomads” also rejects the thesis of'a “genocidal program of mass murder”, emphasizing that
the goal of the authorities was not the physical destruction of the people, but the implementation of
plans for the modernization and subjugation of the population (Kindler, 2017). At the same time, he
focuses on the deliberate disregard for human lives: for Stalin, the Kazakhs were a political
instrument, and not self-valuable subjects (Vzglyad, 2022).

According to Pianchiola, the Soviet campaigns were driven by the economic interests of the
state, not by ideological motives. He argues that the Soviet regime was interested in the resources of
the Kazakhs, not their lives. He writes: “the Kazakhs were deliberately allowed to die out en masse
because Stalin and his collaborators were more interested in what the herders had than in what they
were or could become” (Pianchiola, 2021: 590).

Igor Casu, in his comparative analysis of the victims of Stalin's repressions, notes that in the
early period, the collectivization of the Kazakhs served both economic and political purposes, but
later became a more “man-made” tragedy associated with state policy (Casu, 2020: 606).

Stephen Wheatcroft and R. Davies, in their book The Famine Years, view the Kazakh famine
asa “crime of manslaughter and fraud” (Davies, Wheatcroft, 2004). They highlight the incompetence,
negligence and brutality of the system, but reject the genocidal interpretation. However, Wheatcroft
in 2012 argued that although millions died in the tragedy, there is no evidence that it was planned
along ethnic lines (Wheatcroft: 190).

Direct qualification of The Kazakh famine as an act of genocide has found clear expression in
the work of Matthew Payne. He calls the tragedy “modernization through genocide”, describing the
deliberate destruction of a nomadic culture and the physical extermination of a significant part of an
ethnic group (Payne, 2019).

Irena Vladimirskaya, one of the first foreign researchers who worked in the central and regional
archives of the Republic of Kazakhstan, showed on an extensive source base the deadly price of the
socialist reorganization of agriculture in Kazakhstan in the 1920s and 1930s. As I. Vladimirskaya
notes, “Soviet policy in Kazakhstan led to the death of'a huge number of people as a result of socialist
transformations aimed at creating class homogeneity of the entire Soviet society and, above all, the
peasantry” (Vladimirsky, 2021).
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Another controversial aspect of the famine study is the chronological framework of the tragedy.
Pianchiola begins his analysis from the end of the XIXth century when the mass migration of peasants
to the steppe regions began to undermine the traditional nomadic way of life of Kazakh society. In
his view, the origins of the catastrophe are rooted in imperial policy, and he dates the end of the
tragedy to 1934. In contrast, Robert Kindler dates the beginning of the crisis from the end of the Civil
War and the first Soviet campaigns of forced sedentarization. Like Isabel Ohayon, he extends the
time frame of his analysis to 1945, focusing on the long-term consequences of the destruction of
traditional society, including social disintegration and a protracted process of reconstruction. The
authors note that in several regions of the republic, the Soviet government was forced to restore
nomadic cattle breeding — a way of life that had previously been deliberately eradicated by
the regime — to return livestock numbers to pre-war levels (Kindler, 2017: 338; Ohayon, 2009: 355).

These differences in chronological approaches point to more fundamental questions about the
nature of the Kazakh catastrophe. How important was the imperial legacy in its formation? Would
the famine of the 1930s have been possible without the previous development of the steppes? How
did the tragedy transform the politics of the center? These questions provide insights not only into the
famine itself, but also into the transition from imperial to Soviet governance, as well as the specifics
of Stalinist modernization and violence.

Differences in the interpretation of the 1930s famine and the implementation of memory politics
in Ukraine and Kazakhstan are presented in the work of James Richter. He names the following
distinctive features of Kazakhstan: the death of more than 1.5 million people, but the absence of
official recognition of the famine as genocide; an emphasis on unity, stability, depoliticization of the
past; weak memorialization until the 2010s, then a gradual strengthening; maintaining the regime of
abnegation (refusal to politicize memory) (James Richter, 2020).

Conclusion

Western historiography of the Kazakh famine thus combines interdisciplinary approaches and
diverse sources to provide a deeper understanding of the complex and multifaceted nature of the
tragedy. Rather than providing simplistic explanations, it reveals the systemic nature of violence,
demonstrating the connection between centralized modernization policies and the destruction of
traditional Kazakh society.

Western historiography has focused on both the political mechanisms that created the crisis and
its social and cultural consequences. Through a wide range of sources and an interdisciplinary
approach, these studies have enriched the understanding of the tragedy of the Kazakh famine and
challenged previous interpretations, viewing the disaster as an act of structural violence that had a
defining impact on the fate of the Kazakh people and their identity.

A critical analysis shows the lack of a unified approach in Western historiography to
interpreting the Kazakh famine. Researchers agree in assessing the disaster as an act of violence, but
disagree in explaining its nature, motivation and consequences. This highlights the complexity of the
topic and the need for further interdisciplinary analysis that considers the political, economic,
ethnocultural and humanitarian aspects of the tragedy.

Western studies of the Kazakh famine of the 1930s have had a significant impact on both
international and national views of the tragedy. By drawing on previously closed archival data, oral
histories, and independent sources, Western historians have been able to show that the Kazakh famine
was not simply the result of administrative miscalculations, but the consequence of systemic, often
repressive, government policies.

The work of scholars such as Sarah Cameron, Niccolo Pianchiola, and Robert Kindler has
highlighted the violent nature of the socio-economic transformation, the destruction of traditional
ways of life, and the grave demographic consequences for the Kazakh people. These studies have
allowed the tragedy to be reconsidered as part of a violent transition from a nomadic society to a
socialist model imposed from outside.

.
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The influence of Western historiography was also evident in the formation of a new scientific
and public view of the famine as an act of systemic violence. This had a significant impact on the
historical memory of the Kazakh people, intensifying discussions about national identity, historical
justice and the need to revise the previous Soviet version of history. In modern Kazakh society, the
desire for a deeper and more truthful understanding of the past has increased, which contributes to
the formation of a mature historical memory.

Despite significant progress, important areas for further research remain. These include a more
precise study of the demographic consequences of the famine using new statistical methods, research
into the perception and memory of the famine in Kazakh culture and literature, and a comparative
analysis of the famine in Kazakhstan with other Soviet republics.

Of particular importance is the development of dialogue between various historical traditions —
Western, Kazakh and post-Soviet in general. Such dialogue can contribute not only to scientific
progress, but also to a more balanced public perception of the complex past. Only through the
recognition of the diversity of views and openness to new interpretations is it possible to further
deepen the understanding of one of the most tragic pages in the history of Kazakhstan.
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