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Abstract. Introduction. While traditional critics often portray Soviet historiography of the Golden
Horde as a narrow field constrained by Marxist ideology and the ‘Mongol-Tatar Yoke' narrative, a
closer examination reveals a far more foundational and intellectually sophisticated body of research
by certain Soviet scholars. Despite ideological influences, prominent Soviet scholars (such as
V.V. Barthold, F.V. Ballod, B.Y. Vladimirtsov, A.Y. Yakubovsky, and M.G. Safargaliev) identified
critical dimensions and formulated conceptual frameworks regarding the Horde’s political economy.
Soviet authors also pioneered the scholarly integration of Oriental written sources
(A.A. Romaskevich, S.L. Volin, S.A. Kozin, S.A. Anninsky), numismatic analysis
(G.A. Fedorov-Davydov), and historical-geographical data (\V.L. Egorov) to investigate the evolution
of the state’s economic institutions. Consequently, a critical review of these foundational Soviet
works is necessary to reconcile their vast empirical findings with modern methodological
perspectives. Goals. The research objective is to conduct a historiographical analysis of the seminal
works and interpretations concerning the Golden Horde's political economy in Soviet historical
scholarship from the 1920s to the early 1990s, while tracing their methodological evolution. Results.
The study identifies five distinct stages corresponding to the development of Soviet historical science:
early Marxist historiography (1920s); the dogmatization of the "Yoke" paradigm during the Stalinist
era; the emergence of functional analysis during the "Thaw"; the interdisciplinary synthesis of the

.
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1960s-1980s; and the methodological pluralism of the Perestroika period. Findings indicate that
despite ideological constraints, Soviet authors advanced vital conceptual propositions grounded in
empirical (archaeological and numismatic) data. Conclusion. The vast empirical sources and
interdisciplinary frameworks established during the Soviet era serve as the essential foundation for
modern reconstructions of the Golden Horde’s political economy within the contemporary "Pax
Mongolica" framework.

Keywords: Golden Horde, political economy, Soviet historiography, Mongol-Tatar Yoke,
fiscal system, commodity-money relations, transcontinental trade
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Anparna. Kipicne. Anteia Op/ia TapuXbIHBIH KEHECTIK TAPUXHAMACHIH TEK MapKCTIK UAE0JIOTUS MEH
«e3ri» (Mro) TYKBIPBIMJIAMACHIHBIH MIEHOEPIHAEe OIp)KaKThl KapacTBHIPABI JETEH KO3KapacTapiblH
KaJIbIITacyblHA KapamacTaH, COJl Ke3eHJIerl OipkaTap KEHEeCTIK MEIMEBUCTEPAIH Mypachl alli KyHTe
JIeHiH iprem oMicTeMeNiK MaHbI3Fa Hue. Maeonorusnslk KpIckIMFa KapamacTtad, B.B. bapromnsg,
®.B. bamnon, b.5I. Bnagumupros, A.YO. SIky06oBckuii sxone M.I'. CadapranueB CbIHAbI KOPHEKTI
KEHECTIK IIBIFBICTAHYIIbIIAp MEH MenueBuctep JKoIlIbl YIIBICHIHBIH — CasiCU-3KOHOMHKAIBIK
KYHECiHIH OacThl MoceseNepiH aliKbIHIan FaHa KoWMal, OHbBI 3epAeseydiH TeOPHsUIbIK HeTi3iH
KaneInTacTelpAbl. KenecTik gepekrany MekTe01 IIbIFbIC jka30a eckepTkimTepid (A.A. PomackeBuy,
CJIL. Bonun, C.A. Ko3un, C.A. AHHUHCKMIi), HyMU3MATUKAJIBIK KOMIIAPaTUBUCTHUKA OMiCTEPIH
(I'.A. ®&nopos-/laBblIOB) koHE Tapuxu-reorpadusiblk pexkoHcTpykiusuiayasl (B.JI. Eropos)
OipTyTac JKyiere HHTErpanusiay apKbUIbl SKOHOMMKAJBIK MHCTHTYTTApIblH TeHE3HCI MeH
TpaHchOpMaIUACHIH TePEeH TalayFa MYMKIH/IK TyFbI3abl. OChI Opaiiia, KeHEeCTIK Ke3eHIer1 iprei
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eHoOekTepai capanay AntbiH OpJlaHbIH casCH YKOHOMHUKACHIH Ka3ipri jkaHa o/IliCHAMaIbIK TYPFbIIaH
KaiiTa 3ep/eNey/IiH 63eKTUTITH alKbIHIAN bl 3epmmey scymbicoinbiy makcamsl. 1920-xpinnapaan
1990-xpumapapiy  OacklHa  JEHIHTT  KeHecTik TapuxHamanarbl AntelH  OpJaHblH — cascu
HSKOHOMHKAChIHA KATBICTHI iprefii eHOeKTep MEH WHTepHpeTalusiiapra KELIeH]I TapUXHaMalbIK
Tajngay jkacay »JKOHE OJapJblH OJICHAMAJBIK SBOJIONMACBIH aWKbIHAAQY OOJBIT TaObLIAJIbI.
Homuowcenep. 3eptrey OapbiChIHIa KEHECTIK TapUXHAMaHBIH JaMy €peKIICTiKTepiHe coiikec Oec
Herisri ke3eH okikTenmi: 1920-kbuimapaarbl epTe KEHECTIK MapKCTiK TapuxHama;, CTaluHIIK
KE3CHJICT1  «MOHeoI-mamap  e32ici» TapaJuTMaChIHBIH JOTMATH3AIMSUIAHYBI;,  (OKBUIBIMBIK)
Ke3eHiH1eT1 (PYHKITMOHAIIBIK TaaaayAblH KaubinTacybl; 1960—1980 sxpuimaparsl MOHAPATIBIK CHHTE3
xoHe KaliTa Kypy Ke3eHiHAeri oIiCHaMaJbIK IUTIOpAIN3M. 3epTTey HOTHXKEIepi KOpCeTKEeHIECH,
UJICOJIOTHSUIBIK TeKTeysiep ANThiH OpaaHblH CasCH DKOHOMHUKACHIH OOBEKTHUBTI 3epiAeciieyre
aliTappIKTal BIKIIAT eTKeHIMEH, OipkaTap KeHec aBTopiapbl HAKThI IMITHPUKAIIBIK (apXCOJIOTUSITBIK,
HYMHU3MATHKAJIBIK) JIEPEKTEPre HETI3ENTeH MaHbBI3Abl KOHIENTYAIIBIK TYKBIPBIMIAD YCHIHJBI.
Kopvimuvinowvl. KeHec noyipinie >KMHAKTaIFaH MaHBI3ABI IEPEKTEP KOPBHl MEH MOHAPAIBIK TICLIIEP
ne oyriari tagaa Antein OpaaHbly cascd YdKOHOMHKACHIH Ka3ipri Pax Mongolica TykeIpeIMaaMacsl
asIChIH/IA JKaHAIlla PeKOHCTPYKIUSIAY YIIiH HeTi3 OOJIBIN TaObLIa bl

Tyiiin ce3nep: AnteiH Opnaa, cascu PKOHOMHKA, KEHECTIK TapUXHaMa, «MOHFOJI-TaTap €3ricCi»,
QJTBIM-CAJIBIK JKYHeci, Tayap-aKiia KaTbIHACTapbl, TPAHCKOHTHHEHTAIIBIK cayaa
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AHHoOTanusl. Beedenue. Bonpeku pacnpocTpaHEHHOMY MPEICTABICHUIO, CBOJSIIEMY COBETCKHE
uccnenoBanust 3010Toil Opapl K Y3KMM paMKaM MapKCHUCTCKHMX JOTM M KOHIEMIHU «ura», oosee
riyOOKUN aHalu3 Hacleus MEJUEBUCTOB TOTO BPEMEHM BBISABIISIET IUIACT pabOT, 3HAYUTEIBHO
IIPEBOCXOSAIIUX O3TU CTEPEOTHUIIBI II0 CBOEH METOAOJOTMYECKOW 3HauuMmoctu. Hecmorps Ha
UJICOJIOTHYECKOE JaBJIeHNE, BbIIAIOIIUECS] COBETCKIE BOCTOKOBEAbI U MeaueBucTHI (B.B. bapronba,
®.B. bamnon, b.J. BrnagumuprioB, A.FO. Sxy6osckuii, M.I. CadapranueB) He TOIBKO
0003HAYMIIN KJTFOUEBbIE MPOOJIEMHbBIE Y3JIbl, HO M 3aJI0KUIIM TEOPETUUYECKUI (PyHAaMEHT U3y4eHUs
nonuTHYeckod skoHomuu Yiyc JDxyun. CoBeTckas IIKOJIa HCTOYHUKOBEIEHHS obecrednia
CUCTEMHYIO HWHTETpali0 BOCTOYHBIX IHChMEHHBIX HCTOYHHKOB (Tpyasnl A.A. PomackeBuua,
C.JI. Bonuna, C.A. Ko3una, C.A. AHHUHCKOI0), METOI0B HYMU3MAaTUYECKON KOMIapaTUBUCTUKU
(I'.A. ®&nopor-/laBei1oB) U ucTopuko-reorpaduueckoin pexkoncrpykiuu (B. JI. Eropos) mis
aHajuM3a TreHe3uca W TpaHCPOpMalMM SKOHOMHUYECKHX HMHCTHUTYTOB. B 3TOil CBs3M H3yueHHE
COBETCKOI'0 HAy4YHOr'O HAaclIe[usl IMPEACTaBIsSeTCS HEOOXOAHWMBIM YCIOBHUEM JUIs BepuUKaLUU
HAKOIUIEHHOTO SMITMPUYECKOI0 MACCHBA B CBETE aKTyaJbHbIX METOAOJOTMYECKUX MapaaurM. [lens
uccre0osanusi 3aKIOYAaeTCd B TMPOBEACHUM KOMIUIEKCHOTO HCTOPHOTpaUyYecKoro aHaiusa
(byHIaMEHTABHBIX PA0OT U MHTEPIPETALNH, KACAIOIIUXCS MOTUTHIECKON SIKOHOMUH 30510TO Op/ibl
B coBeTckor ucropuorpaduu ¢ 1920-x mo Hawama 1990-x rr., a TaKkKe B ONPEACICHUH HX
METOAOJOTUYECKON HBONMOLUU. Peszyremamul. B Xone wucciienoBaHUsA, B COOTBETCTBUU C
OCOOCHHOCTSIMH Pa3BUTUS COBETCKOW HCTOPHYECKON HAayKd, ObLIO BBIAECIEHO MATh OCHOBHBIX
ATAINOB: PaHHsAS COBETCKas MapKCHCTCKas ucropuorpadus 1920-x rr.; mormarusanusi napagurMbl
«MOHTOJIO-TaTAPCKOTO UTra» B CTAJMHCKUU mepuoi; ¢GopMUpoBaHHE (PYHKIIMOHAIBHOTO aHaIHM3a B
AMOXY «OTTEMENN»;, MEKIUCIHUIUIMHAPHBIA cuHTe3 1960-1980-x IT. W METOHO0JIOTHYeCKHA
mwmopanu3M nepuoja llepectpoiiku. Pe3ynbraThl aHaniM3a MOKa3bIBAKOT, 4YTO, HECMOTPS Ha
CYLIECTBEHHOE BJIMSHUE UJICOJIOTUYECKUX OTPAHUYEHHUI HA 00BbEKTUBHOE N3YUEHHUE MOJIUTIKOHOMUHI
3omoToir Opbl, psii COBETCKUX aBTOPOB IMPEIJIOKUI BAXKHBIE KOHLENTYalbHbIE MOJOXKEHMUS,
OCHOBaHHBIE Ha KOHKPETHBIX JMIHMPUYECKUX (apXEOJOTUUYECKUX, HYMHM3MATHUYECKHUX) JaHHBIX.
Buvisoowi. HakoreHHBIE B COBETCKMI TepUOA  3HAUMUTEIbHBIH HUCTOYHHKOBBIA (OHIO U
MEXIUCUUIUIMHAPHBIE TIOAXObl CIYKaT (QYHIAMEHTOM JJIsi COBPEMEHHOM PpEKOHCTPYKIUU
HOJUTUYECKON 3KoHOMHUU 30510T0I Opibl B paMKax coBpeMeHHoM koHuenuu Pax Mongolica.
KuaroueBble caoBa: 3onoras Oppa, NoJUTHYECKass SKOHOMHS, COBETCKas HCTOpHorpadus,
«MOHTOJIO-TaTapcKkoe  uro»,  (uckambHas  CHCTEMa, TOBApHO-JACHEKHBIE  OTHOIICHUS,
TPaHCKOHTHHEHTAJIbHAsI TOPTOBIIS

Baarogapuoctb. CTaThsi NMOATOTOBIIEHA B paMKaX HMCCIENIOBATEIbCKOW Mporpammbl «PaHHSS U
CpEIHEBEKOBasi UCTOPUS M KYJIbTypa TFOPKCKOTO MHpa Ha OCHOBE HOBBIX YHUKAJIbHBIX MaT€pHaIOB
u3 Bartukana u crpan 3amaganoit Esporbi» (per. Homep: BR24993132).

Jasi uutupoBanus: A6aumomsiHoB H.T., OcnanoBa A.A., XKymame A.M. OT uaeonoruueckux
JIOTM K SMIIMPHUYECKOMY CHHTE3Y: 3BOJIOLMS COBETCKOW HCTOPHOTrpaduu MOJIUTIKOHOMUU 30J0TON
opael /[ Asian Journal “Steppe Panorama”. 2026. T. 13. Ne 1. C. 7-22. (Ha Amsr.). DOLI:
10.51943/2710-3994 2026 13 1 7-22

Introduction

The economic governance of the Golden Horde-ranging from its strategic oversight of
transcontinental trade to the implementation of sophisticated fiscal frameworks—constituted a pivotal
factor shaping institutional dynamics across Eurasia during the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries.
This economic infrastructure encompassed a vast geographic expanse, including the Dasht-i Qipchaq,
the Volga basin, North-Eastern Rus', Eastern Europe, as well as the Northern Black Sea and North
Caucasus regions, extending to Khwarazm (Favereau, 2021: 8-25; Nabiev, 2014: 4-22; Arslanov,
2014: 65-77; Abdimomynov et al., 2024: 685-695). The historical trajectory of this preeminent
Eurasian polity has long attracted sustained international scholarly attention. From the late eighteenth
century onward, Russian historiography approached the Golden Horde primarily through the prism
of “Rus'-Horde” relations. Although this research tradition continued into the Soviet era, post-
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revolutionary historiography experienced a profound methodological transformation. The field
became increasingly shaped by Marxist historical materialism and the restrictive “Mongol-Tatar
yoke” paradigm, which significantly reoriented interpretive frameworks. The dominance of Marxist
formative theory and the “yoke” paradigm—consolidated during the 1920s-1930s — led Soviet
historiography to conceptualize the Golden Horde’s economy largely as an exploitative system. Such
ideological constraints frequently obscured the internal economic complexity of the polity and its
sophisticated institutional character. Nevertheless, despite these intellectual limitations, several
prominent Soviet scholars produced foundational contributions to the study of the Horde’s political
economy. Early works by V.V. Barthold (1963; 1964), F.V. Ballod (1923), and B.Ya. Vladimirtsov
(1934) established an analytical basis subsequently developed by A Yu. Yakubovsky (1950),
M.G. Safargaliev (1960), and L.N. Gumilev (1992). At the same time, the systematic compilation and
translation of extensive Arabic, Persian, and Mongolian primary sources significantly advanced
research on the Horde’s institutional development (Romaskevich, Volin, 1941; Kozin, 1941;
Anninsky, 1940). The historiographical discourse was further enriched by G. A. Fedorov-Davydov’s
(1966; 1973) integration of archaeological and numismatic data, as well as by V. L. Egorov’s (1985)
comprehensive historical-geographical synthesis. Consequently, a critical reassessment of Soviet-era
interpretations through contemporary methodological perspectives remains imperative. This re-
evaluation is particularly timely as modern scholarship increasingly adopts the analytical frameworks
of the Pax Mongolica and the “Mongol Exchange,” which foreground the Golden Horde’s central
role in facilitating transcontinental trade networks and fostering systemic cultural interaction across
Eurasia (Di Cosmo, 2010; Favereau, 2021; Kinayatuly, 2010; Ciociltan, 2012; Abdimomynov,
Sauyrkan, 2025).

The primary objective of this research is to analyze the fundamental works, core interpretations,
and conceptual frameworks concerning the political economy of the Golden Horde as presented in
Soviet Russian historiography from the 1920s to the early 1990s, thereby identifying their
methodological evolution. To achieve this aim, the following tasks have been established:

e to identify and categorize the research schools and the corpus of leading authors active during
the Soviet period.

e to classify the evolution of economic narratives and "themes" within their collective body of
work.

e to determine the extent to which archaeological, numismatic, and historical-geographic data
were integrated into the scholarly discourse and to evaluate their role in the objective reconstruction
of political economy.

et0 assess the degree of continuity between Soviet-era interpretations and contemporary
discourses regarding the Pax Mongolica.

Materials and Methods

The empirical basis of this study comprises a vast corpus of fundamental works, monographs,
and specialized inquiries published during the Soviet era. Key texts under analysis include the
seminal “The Golden Horde and Its Fall” (1950) by B.D. Grekov and A.Yu. Yakubovsky, “The
Mongols and Rus” (1940) by A.N. Nasonov, and “The Disintegration of the Golden Horde” (1960)
by M.G. Safargaliev. Furthermore, the research draws upon the specialized archaeological and
numismatic contributions of G.A. Fedorov-Davydov (1966, 1973), the geopolitical assessments
of V.V. Kargalov (1967), and the historical-geographic synthesis of V.L. Egorov (1985). The study
also interrogates the overarching methodological positions of prominent scholars such
as V.V. Barthold, F.V. Ballod, B.Ya. Vladimirtsov and L.N. Gumilev, whose theoretical frameworks
shaped the field’s trajectory.

To ensure a rigorous evaluation of this historiographical evolution, a multi-dimensional
methodological approach was employed. The historiographical reconstruction method was used to
identify the ideological paradigms within which each author contextualized the economic
mechanisms of the Golden Horde, and to assess how these frameworks influenced their scholarly
conclusions. Comparative-Historiographical Analysis facilitated a systematic comparison of the logic
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of development, from early Marxist formulations to the methodological pluralism of the 1980s,
highlighting both continuities and critical shifts in interpretation. Using a chronological-analytical
lens, the study classifies Soviet research into five distinct stages. This allows for a clear description
of the methodological dominants and the expanding trajectory of the source material utilized during
each epoch.

Discussion

The historiographical examination of Soviet scholarship on the political economy of the Golden
Horde began during the Soviet period. In the introduction to their seminal monograph, “The Golden
Horde and Its Fall” (1950), B.D. Grekov and A.Yu. Yakubovsky provided a comprehensive review
of key research, analyzing contemporary Soviet perspectives on socio-economic issues of the Golden
Horde. Similarly, A.N. Nasonov’s “The Mongols and Rus” (1940) established the methodological
foundations for studying Rus'—Horde relations that would come to define the field. Further indirect
insights into the political economy were integrated into the works of V.V. Kargalov (1967),
M.G. Safargaliev (1960), and V.L. Egorov (1985), who addressed specific economic aspects while
navigating the broader political landscape of the state.

A defining characteristic of Soviet historiography was the rigid dominance of Marxist
ideology and the "Mongol-Tatar yoke" dogma. This created an environment in which not only
"bourgeois™ scholars but also post-revolutionary Soviet researchers were subjected to rigorous
ideological criticism. A notable example of this internal tension is found in Nasonov’s work, in which
he critically analyzed the concept of "nomadic feudalism™ proposed by Academician B.Ya.
Vladimirtsov (1884-1931) challenged several of its core ideas, aligning them more closely with the
prevailing state-sanctioned paradigm (Nasonov, 1940: 117).

Historiographical analysis targeting the Golden Horde's political economy has reached a
qualitatively new level only in recent decades. Contemporary Russian scholar R.F. Nabiev, in his
doctoral dissertation on the political and economic development of the Jochid Ulus in the 14th century
(2014), offers a nuanced reassessment of his Soviet predecessors. Nabiev identifies the period
between 1917 and 1930 as a unique window where, before ideological restrictions were fully
institutionalized, scholars such as M. G. Khudyakov, F.V. Ballod, and A.Yu. Yakubovsky published
high-quality research on economic history (Nabiev, 2014: 58). Notably, Nabiev highlights that despite
the increasing pressures of the 1930s, Yakubovsky managed to introduce bold theses regarding
"industry" (handicraft production) in the Golden Horde—propositions that often sat in tension with
orthodox Marxist formative theory (Nabiev, 2014: 58). Ultimately, modern scholarship recognizes
the profound documentary and conceptual potential in the works of Vladimirtsov, Nasonov,
Yakubovsky, and Safargaliev, even when stripped of their mandatory ideological veneers (Nabiev,
2014: 53-58). Russian scholar V.V. Politov, in his work Historiography of the Influence of the
Mongol-Tatar Yoke on the Socio-Political Institutions of North-Eastern Russian
Principalities (2017), provides a systematic analysis of the two dominant intellectual currents of the
era: the Marxist and Eurasianist schools. Politov demonstrates that until the late 1980s, Soviet
historical science was governed by the conceptual framework established by A.N. Nasonov and
B.D. Grekov. Under this paradigm, the period of dependency on the Horde was characterized as an
entirely negative phenomenon; the policies of Sarai were viewed as a regressive force that stifled the
centralization and development of the Russian state (Politov, 2017: 22). However, Politov’s analysis
primarily focuses on political history and institutional impacts, leaving the specific historiography of
the Golden Horde’s political economy as an underexplored niche.

A more specialized review of economic and trade relations is offered by A. M. Arslanov in his
dissertation, Trade and Economic Relations of the Ulus of Jochi with Western Countries (2014).
Arslanov provides a comprehensive overview of Soviet researchers, emphasizing the foundational
role of the archaeological school. He specifically analyzes the contributions of F.VV. Ballod,
A.Yu. Yakubovsky and A.P. Smirnov, who, as early as the 1920s, offered valuable insights into the
Horde’s commercial networks (Arslanov, 2014: 25). Furthermore, Arslanov highlights that between
the 1960s and 1980s, the works of G.A. Fedorov-Davydov, V.L. Egorov, M.G. Kramarovsky, and
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A.G. Mukhamadiev marked a significant shift. By integrating archaeological, numismatic, and
historical-geographic data, these scholars enabled an autonomous analysis of economic structures that
moved beyond mere political narrative (Arslanov, 2014: 25-27). Arslanov also identifies
M.G. Safargaliev’s (1960) monograph as a landmark achievement, noting its dedicated focus on
economic issues as a crucial step toward understanding the state’s political economy
(Arslanov, 2014: 28).

Results

The evolution of research into the political economy of the Golden Horde within Soviet Russian
historiography is defined by fundamental paradigmatic shifts in post-revolutionary historical
scholarship. This field was not merely a continuation of the traditions established during Tsarist
Russia; rather, it emerged as an autonomous area of inquiry, reconstructed on the foundations
of Marxist-Leninist ideology and the formative approach. Although Soviet historians frequently
critiqued the methodology of "bourgeois” schools, they often relied on their works regarding source-
based historical foundations and empirical data. In view of the methodological shifts and the
development of interdisciplinary approaches throughout the Soviet period, the study of the Golden
Horde's political economy can be categorized into five primary stages:

Table 1. Key Stages in the Study of the Golden Horde’s Political Economy in Soviet Historical Scholarship

Period Kev Authors Research Directions, Core Issues of Political-
(Chronology) y Methodology Economic Analysis
The negative impact of Horde
M.N. Pokrovsky, ot . .| policy on the Rus' economy;
) V.V. Barthold, Ma.rX|st forme}tlve para_dl_gm: transit trade and the nomadic-
Stage I: 1920s (Early socio-economic  determinism; Nl
) . F.V. Ballod, B.Ya. . . .. .| sedentary symbiosis;
Soviet Period) S Orientalist source criticism; g .
Vladimirtsov, archaeological empiricism substantiating social structures
M.G. Khudyakov g P ' via the "nomadic

feudalism"maodel.

Historians: B.D.
Grekov, A.YU.
Yakubovsky, A.N.

Characterization of the Horde

State-centric approach; | economy as an extractive-fiscal
Nasonov. . - S . .
ideological consolidation of | system (tribute, taxation,
Stage 1I: Mid-1930s the "Mongol-Tatar Yoke" | apparatus ~ of  exploitation);

- Early . . (igo)paradigm; publication of | emphasizing "destructive

1950s (Stalinist Era) PhI|O|OgI.StS/SOUI’CE the fundamental corpus of | consequences”;  systematizing
Scholars: S.L. . - . .
Volin, AA Arabic, Persian, and Mongolian | Eastern sources as a foundation

Romaskevich, S.A.
Kozin, S.A.
Anninsky

sources.

for future economic

reconstruction.

Functional-structural analysis;

The Horde economy as a
mechanism for maintaining state
integrity; resource management;

Stage _III: " 1953: M.G. Safargaliev, | political-economic  dynamics | economic links between the
1964 (The  "Thaw L - i .
Period) and others within the formative center z_ind the uluses; the impact
framework. of shifting trade routes and fiscal
weakening on the state's
disintegration.
Analysis of the financial system
and monetary emission
GA Fedorov- Numismatic-archaeological policies (e.g., the reforms of
Stage IV: 1964-1985 | <" ° reconstruction; historical- | Tokhta Khan); development of
R Davydov, V.V. . ) .
(Interdisciplinary Kargalov, E.Ch geographic approach; study of | urban markets and handicraft

Synthesis)

Skrzhinskaya

the Black Sea-Azov transit
routes.

production; the economic role of
Italian trade stations (Tana,
Caffa) and the scale of the
international slave trade.

Stage V: 1985-1991
(Methodological

L.N. Gumilev,
V.L. Egorov, and

Methodological
revival of the

pluralism;
Eurasianist

Re-evaluating the "Yoke" (igo)
scheme: the Golden Horde's role
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Liberalization) others school, spatial-institutional | as  atransit  integratorwithin
analysis (Historical | the Pax Mongolica; the
Geography). institutional influence of fiscal-

administrative  practices  (tax
censuses, tarkhan labels) on Rus'
institutions.

Stage I: Early Soviet Historiography (The 1920s)

The post-revolutionary years marked a period of radical ideological and methodological
transformation within Soviet Russian historical science. By the 1920s, historiography began to
systematically reconstitute itself around the formative paradigm, driven by Marxist historical
materialism. This methodological pivot identified the class struggle, modes of production, and
relations of production as the primary engines of historical development and the central objects of
scholarly analysis (Politov, 2017: 77).

However, despite these emerging ideological constraints, the 1920s remained a period of
relative intellectual breadth. Prominent scholars such as V.V. Barthold, F.V. Ballod,
B.Ya. Vladimirtsov and M.G. Khudyakov contributed significantly to the objective study of the
Golden Horde’s socio-economic system. Their collective works laid the scientific groundwork for
assessing the Horde's political economy with a degree of analytical seriousness that would later be
suppressed.

V.V. Barthold: The Orientalist Foundation. A towering figure in this period was the
Orientalist V.V. Barthold (1869-1930). While Barthold did not dedicate a single monograph
exclusively to the political economy of the Golden Horde, his broader conceptualizations of Eurasian
history during the Mongol era were transformative. Eschewing a reliance solely on Slavic chronicles,
he integrated a vast array of Arabic, Persian, and Turkic sources.

Barthold’s primary contribution was the substantiation of a nomadic-sedentary symbiosis. He
highlighted the Horde’s pivotal role in international transit trade and demonstrated its deep cultural
and economic integration with Central Asia and Ilkhanid Iran. In his view, the Golden Horde was not
a transient military occupation but a sophisticated imperial structure with immense economic
potential (Barthold, 1963; 1964).

F.V. Ballod and the "Volga Pompeii". Against the prevailing "regressive factor"
narrative-which depicted the Horde as a source of cultural and economic stagnation—
archaeologist F.V. Ballod (1882-1947) offered a powerful empirical counterargument. Despite the
chaos of the Russian Civil War and a devastating cholera epidemic between 1919 and 1921, Ballod
conducted extensive excavations along the Lower Volga. His seminal 1923 work, "Privolzhskiye
'Pompei” (The Volga 'Pompeii’), provided a scientific defense of the high civilization of the Golden
Horde. He concluded:

"[Research demonstrates that] the Golden Horde of the late 13th and 14th centuries was
inhabited not by savages, but by a civilized people engaged in manufactured production and trade,
maintaining diplomatic ties with both East and West. [...] Tatar military successes are explained not
only by their martial spirit or organizational perfection but by a demonstrably superior level of
cultural development” (Ballod, 1923: 131).

Ballod was among the first to provide material evidence for the Horde's urbanization,
craftsmanship, and international transit potential. These findings fundamentally contradicted the
dogmatic Mongol-Tatar Yoke (igo) paradigm, which then became entrenched in official Soviet
discourse. While the scientific merit of Ballod’s work was undeniable, his conclusions were
eventually sidelined by the intensifying ideological restrictions of the late 1920s.

B.Ya. Vladimirtsov and the "Nomadic Feudalism™ Thesis. Among the fundamental works
indirectly related to this topic, the research of Academician B. Ya. Vladimirtsov (1884-1931), a
preeminent figure in Mongol studies and Orientalism, holds a position of particular importance. In
his seminal 1934 work, “The Social Structure of the Mongols”, he articulated the concept
of "nomadic feudalism" to explain the evolution of steppe societies. According to Vladimirtsov, the
hallmark of feudal relations in nomadic societies was the establishment of collective or private
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ownership over pasture lands and water sources. In this theoretical model, "nomadic feudalism” is
characterized by the dominance of large livestock owners (noyans and khans) who, through their
control over essential grazing territories, maintained ordinary nomads (commune members) in a state
of economic dependency (Vladimirtsov, 1934). This formulation provided a significant
methodological impetus for scholarly debates regarding the Golden Horde’s institutional influence
on the political structures of North-Eastern Rus'.

M.N. Pokrovsky: Early Marxist Fiscal Analysis. In the 1920s, M. N. Pokrovsky (1868-1932)
stood out as a primary proponent of interpreting the Golden Horde through a strictly Marxist lens.
Within his formative framework, the Horde was viewed primarily as a mechanism of class dominance
and a structure that catalyzed the formation of early fiscal institutions in Rus'. Pokrovsky
provocatively described the Mongols as those who "stood at the origins of Russian tax
statistics,"highlighting their introduction of the "decimal system" (sotnik system) and new forms of
taxation (Politov, 2017: 82-83). However, as noted by the scholar O. D. Sokolov, Pokrovsky arguably
overemphasized the role of the Golden Horde’s financial administration in organizing the domestic
fiscal system of Rus'. This assessment was rooted in his broader—and later criticized—conceptual focus
on the "decisive role of merchant capital” (Sokolov, 1970: 150).

Furthermore, Pokrovsky argued that economic decline in Rus' could not be explained solely by
the "yoke"; he located the core of the recession in the "shifting of international trade routes™ (Politov,
2017: 83-84). Such a conclusion exemplifies a trend characteristic of early Marxist historiography:
the prioritization of socio-economic determinants and trade patterns as the primary drivers of the
historical process.

Stage I1: Historiography of the mid-1930s to early 1950s (The Stalinist Era)

From the mid-1930s onward, Soviet historical science underwent an ideological pivot toward a
state-centric, patriotic narrative. In this climate, the concept of the "Mongol-Tatar Yoke"
(mongolo-tatarskoe igo) was formally institutionalized as an unassailable dogma. As noted by V. V.
Politov, the conceptual framework established by B. D. Grekov and A. N. Nasonov during this period
dominated the Soviet scholarly landscape until the late 1980s.

Under this paradigm, the Golden Horde’s dominion was characterized exclusively as a
destructive, regressive force that effectively delayed the economic, cultural, and political evolution
of Rus' by several centuries. The rise of Muscovite Rus' as a unified state was portrayed not as a result
of institutional learning from the Horde, but as the fruit of a heroic, persistent anti-Horde struggle and
a total rejection of Sarai’s policies (Politov, 2017: 22).

The Landmark Synthesis: Grekov and Yakubovsky: At the zenith of this rigid ideological
era, B.D. Grekov (1882-1953) and A.Yu. Yakubovsky (1886-1953) published their classical
monograph, The Golden Horde and Its Fall (1950). In this work, the Horde's economy was defined
as a parasitic feudal system sustained by the extraction of tribute, the imposition of permanent
obligations, and the intensification of fiscal control over subjugated territories.

While the authors acknowledged a dual nature—the collapse of older economic structures
alongside the revival of trade in specific urban hubs (Nabiev, 2014: 179)—the work’s enduring value
lies in its deep analysis of Russian chronicles and Eastern sources. It established the core conceptual
boundaries for the era: the Horde was viewed primarily as a political apparatus of institutional
coercion, and its economy as a mechanism for the extractive appropriation and forced redistribution
of resources.

Yakubovsky’s Methodological Risk: Despite the mandates of official ideology, Yakubovsky’s
contributions to the section on "The Formation and Development of the Golden Horde" attempted to
offer objective socio-economic insights (Grekov, Yakubovsky, 1950: 95-121). As early as 1931,
Yakubovsky had proposed the existence of "industrial™ elements (handicraft production) within the
Horde—a bold methodological risk for the Marxist-Stalinist period. He brought issues of specialized
workshops, commodity production, and urban market dynamics into the scientific discourse,
suggesting that the Horde's economy was a complex system of steppe-urban exchange rather than a
primitive nomadic society.
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Modern scholarship, including R. F. Nabiev, notes that after Barthold and Yakubovsky, the
economic analysis of the Horde stagnated. This decline was due to ideological barriers; a deep
economic history requires categories such as price indexes, revenue, tax burdens, and market cycles,
the free application of which was often restricted in the Soviet context (Nabiev, 2014: 54, 58-59).

Grekov and the Regressive Factor: Conversely, B.D. Grekov focused on the Rus'-Horde
relationship, defining the Horde as a regressive external factor that stifled Russian development
(Grekov, Yakubovsky, 1950: 179-260). He detailed how Batu Khan established a sophisticated
administrative apparatus to manage the "Horde tribute” (ordynskii vykhod) and feudal obligations
from both nomadic and sedentary populations.

Crucially, Grekov maintained that the Russian lands did not directly enter the structure of the
Golden Horde but were treated as politically autonomous regions obligated to pay tribute—a view still
largely held by modern historians (Grekov, Yakubovsky, 1998: 61, 166). Alongside A.N. Nasonov,
Grekov vehemently rejected the earlier 1920s thesis that the Mongols had introduced the first fiscal-
tax systems to Rus', arguing instead that these institutions were domestic developments
(Politov, 2017: 97). His conclusions served as the ideological backbone of official Soviet
historiography for decades.

Empirical Expansion and the Systematic Study of Primary Sources (1930s-1940s): Despite the
rigid ideological constraints of the Stalinist era, this period was characterized by a significant
expansion of the empirical database and a surge in fundamental source-based research. The
systematic introduction of diverse document corpora and narrative texts into scientific circulation laid
the groundwork for analyzing the Golden Horde’s political economy at a new methodological level.
A landmark achievement in this regard was the 1937 publication of "The History of Tataria in
Documents and Materials,” which provided the documentary evidence necessary to analyze socio-
economic relations in the Middle Volga region and the broader Jochid Ulus.

The European and Western Frontier Perspective: The integration of European source corpora
was significantly advanced by the research of S.A. Anninsky. In his 1940 work, Reports of Hungarian
Missionaries about the Tatars in the 13th Century, Anninsky brought the accounts of Brother Julian
and Brother Johanna into the scholarly discourse. These records became vital for studying the
economic conditions on the western frontiers of the Golden Horde. They provided a factual basis for
examining the Horde's fiscal-administrative influence in the Volga-Ural region, the nuances of
commodity exchange with local populations, and the process by which peripheral regions were
integrated into the broader Eurasian trade system.

The Oriental Corpus: The most foundational step in understanding the economic structure of
the Golden Horde was the continuation of the project to collect and translate Oriental (Arabic and
Persian) sources, originally initiated by V. G. Tiesenhausen. In 1941, the second volume of Materials
on the History of the Golden Horde (focused on Persian sources) was published under the editorship
of S. L. Volin and A. A. Romaskevich. This volume included excerpts from preeminent Persian
historians such as Rashid al-Din, Wassaf, and Hamdallah Qazwini. These texts provided invaluable
data on the Horde’s fiscal policies, the intricacies of caravan trade with Central Asia, and the technical
aspects of the Khanate’s monetary emission and minting processes (Volin, Romaskevich, 1941).

Mongolian Sources and the Internal Economic Logic: The introduction of Mongolian-language
sources into Soviet scholarship played a decisive role in deciphering the specific economic nature of
nomadic society, its internal institutional structure, and its property relations. This development
enabled researchers to supplement descriptions by external observers (Arabic, Persian, and European
travelers) with the nomads' own worldview and self-conception. The publication of "The Secret
History of the Mongols" in 1941, translated and annotated by S. A. Kozin, marked a turning point in
Soviet source studies. This unique document served as the basis for reconstructing the primary models
of economic relations within nomadic society. Through this chronicle, scholars investigated the
evolution of nomadic property rights, the traditional order for distributing military spoils, and the
formation of administrative-fiscal structures during the early stages of the Mongol state (Kozin,
1941).
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Stage I1I: The "Thaw" and the Structural Turn (1953-1964)

After 1953, the relative loosening of ideological pressure during the "Khrushchev Thaw"
allowed for a significant expansion of the Soviet scholarly paradigm. While the official
characterization of the "Mongol Yoke" remained predominantly negative, research into the internal
mechanisms of the Golden Horde reached a new level of sophistication. For the first time, the Horde’s
urban economy, international trade networks, and fiscal systems were analyzed not merely as
"instruments of exploitation,” but as vital functional elements that sustained the state’s longevity.

This period saw the integration of Orientalist written sources with emerging material from
archaeological expeditions along the Volga, leading to a more structuralist approach to history. This
shift allowed scholars to examine the Golden Horde as a complex, multi-layered socio-economic
system.

M.G. Safargaliev: Economic Determinants of Collapse: The publication of
M.G. Safargaliev’s The Disintegration of the Golden Horde (1960) remains a milestone of this era.
Despite working within the mandatory Marxist framework, Safargaliev introduced a wealth of
empirical data that broadened the scope of economic reconstruction. The scholarly significance of his
work lies in his decision to seek the causes of the Horde’s collapse not only in political intrigue or
dynastic struggles but in deep-seated socio-economic factors. Safargaliev focused his analysis on
resource management systems, the structural links between the central authority and the uluses, and
the breakdown of fiscal and trade infrastructures (Safargaliev, 1960).

Trade Dynamics and Commodity Classification: Safargaliev argued that the prosperity of
Golden Horde cities was tied more closely to the revitalization of caravan trade than to domestic
handicraft development. He demonstrated that trade security was a priority for the feudal elite, citing
the merchant Francesco Balducci Pegolotti’s accounts of safe passage through Mongol territories.

One of Safargaliev's most insightful contributions was his classification of goods circulating
within the Horde's markets, distinguishing between "native" products and "re-exports":

Native "Horde" Commodities Imported / Transit Goods
Livestock (horses, camels, cattle) Grain and Wine

Slaves and Furs Luxury fabrics and Carpets
Wax, Salt, and Fish Silver and Pearls
Processed Leather Porcelain and Dyes

Safargaliev explicitly corrected the historical record by noting that many items frequently
described as "Tatar goods™ in written sources were, in fact, imported luxuries passing through the
transit system (Safargaliev, 1960: 357).

The "Barter" Hypothesis: A Historiographical Limitation: A controversial aspect of
Safargaliev’s work was his bold assertion that commodity-money relations were underdeveloped in
the Horde, suggesting that trade was largely conducted via barter (Safargaliev, 1960: 359). From a
contemporary perspective, this conclusion was likely a result of the period’s insufficient integration
of numismatic data. At the time, the sheer volume and velocity of Golden Horde coinage had not yet
been fully cataloged or assessed for its role in the urban market economy.

Stage IV: The Period of Interdisciplinary Synthesis (1964-1985)

The period between the 1960s and mid-1980s was defined by a shift toward the systematization
of research and the rigorous application of interdisciplinary methodologies. Soviet scholars began to
prioritize historical geography, archaeology, and numismatics to reconstruct the Golden Horde's past.
Large-scale excavations in the cities of the VVolga region (Povolzhye), the Lower Volga, and the Azov
region provided the empirical data necessary to analyze handicraft production, internal and external
market dynamics, and the intensity of commodity-money circulation.

G.A. Fedorov-Davydov: A New Methodological Frontier: The central figure of this era was
G.A. Fedorov-Davydov, whose works Nomads of Eastern Europe under the Rule of the Golden
Horde Khans (1966) and the seminal The Social Structure of the Golden Horde (1973) marked a new
milestone in Soviet historiography. He synthesized written records with ethnographic data,
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archaeological artifacts, and—most crucially—-numismatic evidence to illustrate the nomadic-sedentary
symbiosis and the mechanisms of surplus product redistribution.

The Numismatic Reconstruction of Economic Centers: Fedorov-Davydov argued that coinage
was the most accurate indicator of the Horde’s urban development. His research revealed a specific
chronological expansion of economic power:

« Bulgar (1250-1260s): Identified as the first major economic center of the Horde. Having
recovered quickly from the initial conquest, it was the sole site of silver and copper coinage during
this early period.

e Crimea (1270s), Khwarazm (1279): These regions began independent minting as they
integrated into the empire's trade administration.

o Sarai (1282): Interestingly, the capital’s first coins appeared relatively late. However, by the
14th century, Sarai's silver coinage began to aggressively displace local currencies across the empire's
markets.

The Monetary Reform of Tokhta Khan (1310/1311): A pivotal contribution of Fedorov-
Davydov’s work was the analysis of Tokhta Khan’s monetary reform. He characterized this as a
sophisticated state effort to replace regional, fragmented dirhams with a unified Sarai dirham of stable
weight and value.

To implement such a massive standardization, the Khanate required immense silver reserves.
Fedorov-Davydov concluded that the primary source of this silver was the "Horde tribute"
(vykhod) collected from the Russian lands. This period also marked a critical institutional shift: the
system of tax farming (otkup) and the practice of sending tribute to the Great Khan in Mongolia were
abolished. Instead, revenues flowed directly to the Khan of the Jochid Ulus. Russian princes received
not only their yarlyks (edicts of rule) but also specific fiscal registries (reestry) for systematic tax
collection (Fedorov-Davydov, 1973: 80-81).

Re-evaluating the "Yoke" Paradigm: Fedorov-Davydov’s findings suggested that by the second
half of the 13th century, Golden Horde rulers actively sought to limit arbitrary plunder in favor of
a systematic taxation system. By allowing the population to accumulate wealth, the state ensured a
more stable and long-term fiscal base. This conclusion served as a powerful scholarly counter-
argument to the one-sided "negative" tradition established by Nasonov and others, framing the Golden
Horde not merely as an invading force, but as a sophisticated empire that fostered a complex socio-
economic and diplomatic ecosystem in Eurasia.

V.V. Kargalov: Geopolitical Determinants and Economic Stagnation: In his
1967 study, Foreign Policy Factors in the Development of Feudal Rus', V.V. Kargalov explored how
external pressures shaped the Russian state. His findings offered a more nuanced view of trade than
earlier Stalinist works; he argued that the Mongol-Tatar period did not result in the total structural
isolation of Rus'.

Instead, Kargalov identified a significant re-orientation of trade routes:

o Western Vectors: Trade with Western Europe persisted through the northern gateways
of Novogorod and Smolensk.

e Eastern Vectors: Following the stabilization of Horde-Rus' relations, the "Volga Route" was
revitalized, re-establishing vital links with the Orient.

However, despite these active corridors, Kargalov remained a proponent of the regressive impact
theory. He argued that the invasion severely hindered the evolution of commodity-money relations,
forcing Rus' into a prolonged state of subsistence (natural) economy. He attributed this stagnation to the
erosion of grand princely authority. Ultimately, Kargalov adhered to the prevailing Soviet dogma: the
Mongol presence was the primary catalyst for the widening developmental gap between Rus' and Western
Europe (Kargalov, 1967: 215-216).

E.Ch. Skrzhinskaya: The Italian Factor and the Tana Nexus: A more specialized perspective
on the Horde’s global economic integration was provided by E. Ch. Skrzhinskaya, who focused on
the trading colony of Tana (Azov). Her research highlighted a unique geopolitical reality: unlike the
Genoese factories like Caffa, which maintained a degree of maritime autonomy, Tana was deeply
integrated into and dependent upon the internal political stability of the Golden Horde (Skrzhinskaya,
1971: 38).
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Skrzhinskaya proposed a macro-economic periodization for Tana’s operations:

e The Golden Age: From the late 13th century until Timur’s (Tamerlane’s) devastating
invasion in 1395.

e The Decline: From the post-Timur recovery until the Fall of Constantinople in 1453.

Drawing on the merchant manual of Pegolotti, she identified the transcontinental slave trade as
Tana’s most lucrative economic sector (Skrzhinskaya, 1971: 50-54). Beyond this, Venetian
merchants were not mere transit agents; they were active participants in the local economy, engaging
in large-scale fishing operations on the Don River, collaborating with local merchants, and even
trading in gemstones. Her work demonstrated that the Horde’s political economy was not a closed
system, but a vital node in the Mediterranean-Black Sea-Central Asian commercial arc.

Stage V: Methodological Liberalization and the Eurasian Turn (1985-1991)

The period between the late 1980s and 1991-the era of Perestroika—was defined by a profound
dismantling of the rigid ideological barriers that had long constrained Soviet historiography. This
methodological liberalization allowed scholars to move beyond the "politicization, bias, and
stereotyping" that characterized earlier decades. This new phase was marked by a fundamental shift
in research foundations and the rapid integration of Golden Horde history into the broader context of
regional and national narratives (Arslanov, 2014: 32).

The Pax Mongolica and Global Integration: During this era, scholarly interest shifted toward
"long-term™ models of Eurasian integration. Researchers began to conceptualize the Pax
Mongolica as a sophisticated transit corridor and a precursor to a globalized trade-economic system.
Trade routes, security protocols, monetary circulation, and fiscal policies were no longer viewed in
isolation but as components of a single, interconnected mechanism. This period saw an increased
professionalization in the study of financial institutions, led by scholars such as L.N. Gumilev,
V.V. Kargalov, V.A. Kuchkin, I.B. Grekova, V.L. Egorov, and V.T. Pashuto.

L.N. Gumilev: The Ethnogenetic Perspective. With the easing of censorship, the late 1980s saw
the publication of L. N. Gumilev’s most influential works, including Ancient Rus' and the Great
Steppe (1989) and From Rus' to Russia (1992). Gumilev, the architect of the "passionary theory of
ethnogenesis," argued that ethnic groups undergo life cycles driven by "passionary impulses”
(impetus).

In his framework, the 14th-century Golden Horde had entered a new "acmatic" phase (the peak
of ethnic energy). Crucially, Gumilev rejected the traditional narrative of "eternal struggle” between
the Forest (Rus’) and the Steppe (the nomads). He argued that their relationship was defined more
by intensive commodity exchange and cultural symbiosis than by constant warfare (Gumilev, 1992:
155, 296). While controversial, Gumilev’s work provided a powerful alternative to the "Yoke"
dogma, emphasizing cooperation over conflict.

V.L. Egorov: The Spatial-Institutional Framework: If Gumilev provided the ethnic
philosophy, V. L. Egorov provided the structural geography. His seminal 1985 work, Historical
Geography of the Golden Horde, established the "geospatial infrastructure™ of the state. Egorov
meticulously reconstructed the empire's network of cities, communication routes, and administrative-
political zones. Egorov’s analysis of the political economy centered on three key pillars:

« Urbanization: He identified and cataloged over 100 Golden Horde cities, tracing the dynamics
of trade between disparate regions.

e Trade as an Urban-Generative Factor: Egorov argued that caravan trade was the primary
"city-forming™ (gradoobrazuyushchiy) element, dictating where and how urban centers developed.

« Empirical Synthesis: By synthesizing Russian and Oriental chronicles with archaeological
and numismatic data, he provided a comprehensive overview of the Horde's export commodities and
popular trade routes (Egorov, 1985: 78).

Conclusion

The analysis of Soviet Russian historiography on the Golden Horde’s political economy reveals
that the formation of knowledge about the state’s institutional-economic system followed a
remarkably complex and contradictory path. This historiographical reconstruction highlights a
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persistent tension between ideological imperatives and objective scientific inquiry. The research
demonstrates that for much of the Soviet era, scholarly discourse was confined within the rigid
parameters of Marxist formative theory and the "Mongol-Tatar Yoke"paradigm. This ideological
dominance fostered a reductive, one-sided characterization of the Horde’s economy as a purely
"extractive-exploitative” system, effectively marginalizing its role as a transit-integrator and its
sophisticated fiscal policies. B.D. Grekov and A.N. Nasonov, this school of thought interpreted the
Horde's influence as a purely regressive factor, framing administrative tools—such as censuses and tax
collection—not as instruments of statecraft, but as mere mechanisms of subjugation.

Throughout this study, the trajectory of economic research into the Golden Horde was found to
have evolved through five distinct stages, each marked by specific conceptual transformations.
Following the relative methodological flexibility of the 1920s (seen in the works of F.V. Ballod and
V.V. Barthold), and despite the subsequent period of Stalinist dogmatism, the "Thaw" and the ensuing
era of interdisciplinary synthesis (1960-1980) significantly expanded the qualitative and quantitative
scope of the source base.

In the final analysis, the vast source corpus and the empirical data amassed during the Soviet
period provide the necessary foundation for recognizing the Golden Horde as an empire characterized
by a complex fiscal-administrative system across Eurasia. The early Soviet observations regarding
"merchant capital” and “extractive systems™" are substantively linked to contemporary global
discourses on the Pax Mongolica, "transit empires,” and early "free trade zones."

Consequently, the methodological deconstruction of Soviet scientific terminology and
interpretive models is not merely an academic exercise; it is essential to advancing the study of the
Golden Horde's political economy to a new qualitative level. By stripping away the mandatory
ideological veneers of the past, we can more clearly perceive the Horde's enduring institutional
legacy.
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