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Abstract. Introduction. This article examines the activities of a group of young people whose
childhood coincided with the formation of the Soviet political system after the establishment of the
USSR. Having experienced numerous social upheavals during their school years and developing their
worldview while studying at higher education institutions, some young people formed alternative
views. Their activities are analyzed in the context of changes in the socio-political life of Soviet
society in 1940-1945. This study is based on official source documents and archival collections of
the Special State Archive of the National Security Committee Department for Almaty City, the
Archive of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Archive of the Karaganda Regional
Department of the Committee on Legal Statistics and Special Records of the Prosecutor General‘‘s
Office of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the State Archive of the Karaganda Region, and the Archive
of the M. O. Auezov Institute of Literature and Art. These materials reflect the features of ’dissent”
among some young people in Karaganda regarding Soviet policy in 1940-1945. Goals and objectives.
The article aims to examine the history of certain representatives of Soviet youth in Karaganda during
the first half of the 1940s whose disagreement with the policy being pursued in the USSR motivated
them to create underground organizations. The objectives of this publication are to provide a brief
historiographical overview of the issue, analyze the gender, age and ethnic composition of youth
organizations with alternative views, and identify connections between the underground activities of
some young people in Karaganda and similar processes in other regions of the Kazakh SSR. Results.
The results of the study show that the socio-political changes of 1940—1945 had different effects on
the development of the worldview of Soviet youth in Central Kazakhstan. Conclusion. Dissent among
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young people during the period under consideration can be broadly divided into two phases: before
the war and during the war. Within these two periods, the underground youth
organizations”’Soyuz”,”Razlagateli” and”’ESEP” (“Elin suygen erler partiyasy” — Party of Heroes
Who Love the Motherland) were identified by the NKVD through its agent networks in Karaganda.
Although the majority of young people supported Soviet government policy, the existence of groups
of young people with alternative views who united in underground organizations reflects the general
trends of dissent within the region®s strict system of political control and surveillance.

Keywords: Social and political life; Kazakh SSR; Karaganda; youth movement; dissent among
young people; underground youth organizations”’Soyuz”,”Razlagateli”,”ESEP” (“Elin suygen erler
partiyasy” — Party of Heroes Who Love the Motherland)
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Angarna. Kipicne. Makanana KCPO KypbUIFaHHaH KeWiH KEHECTIK casCH >KYHEeHIH KajlbllTacy
Ke3eHIMEeH OanaiblK IIaFbl TYCHA-TYC KENTeH jKacTapblH Oip OeiriHiH KbI3METi KapacThIPbLIa kL.
MekrenTeri OKy bUIAapbIHIAa KOIITETeH dJIEYMETTIK Kyi3emictepai 0acTtaH ©TKepill, *KOFapbl OKY
OpBIHJIAPBIHA JYHUETAHBIMBIH KaJBIITACTBIPA OTHIPHIT, KEWOip kactap Oalama Ke3KapacTapibl
ycrauael. OmapaeiH Kei3MeTi 1940-1945 xpuimapmarbl KEHEC KOFAMBIHBIH KOFaMJIBIK-CasiCH
eMipiHIeri e3repicrep asceiHma TanmaHaabl. 3eprrey Kenec OmarwiabiH 1940-1945 sxpuimapsl
YCTaHFaH casicaThlHA KaThICThl KaparaHIpl KallachIHIAFbl OipKaTap KacTapAblH «e3relie onmay»
epeKIIeINiKTepiH OCHHENEHTIH BEJOMCTBOJIBIK ACPEKKO3ICp MEH apXHB Ky)KaTTapblHa HETi3eNTeH.
Atan aifTkanma, Ajmatbl Kajachl OOWBIHIIA ¥ITTHIK KayilCi3OiK KOMHUTETI JemnapTaMeHTiHiH
ApHaiiel MemiekeTTik apxuBi, Kaszakcran PecnyOmukacer Ilpesunentinin apxusi, Kaszakcran
Pecriybnukacel bac mpokypatypachblHbIH KYKBIKTBIK CTaTHCTUKA J>KOHE apHAbl ecemke amy
komuTeTiHIH Kaparanael oOmbICEI OOWbIHIIA OackapMackl apxuBi, Kaparaumbl OOJIBICHIHBIH
MeMJIEKeTTIK apxuBi >koHe M. O. Oye30B aThIHJAAFbl OJeOUET KoHE OHEpP WHCTUTYTHIHBIH apXuBi
KYKaTTaphl MalalaHbuIIbl. 3epTTeyaiH MakcaTel — 1940 skpurmapablH OipiHIN KApPTHICHIHIAFEI
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Kaparannpl KanachlHIarbl KEHECTIK jkacTapAblH keitoip exinaepinin KCPO-HbIH Kypri3in oTbIpraH
cascaTblHAa  KEJICIEH, aCTBHIPTBIH YHBIM  KYpPFaH  1C-OpEKETTEpiHIH TapWXbIH  3€pTTEY.
Kapusnanvimusly MiHOemmepi — MOCEIICHIH KbICKAIla TaApUXHAMAJIBIK IIONYBIH JKacay, «e3relle
OMNANTBIH» JKAacTapHAblH JKBIHBICHI, >Kachl >KOHE OTHHUKAIBIK KypaMblH Tannay, Kaparanabl
KaJlaChIHJAFbl KeHOIp »KacTapAblH acTBIPTBIH YibIM Kypy ictepiniH Kaszak KCP-inig 0acka
OHIpJIEpIHJETT YKcac TpolecTepMeH o3apa OaillaHbICBIH aHbIKTAy. Homuoiwcenep. 3epTrey
nHotTmwkenepi 1940-1945 xpuimapnarel  KoramablK-casicu e3repicrep Opranslk Kaszakcranmarsi
KEHECTIK >KacTapJAblH JYHUCTAHBIMBIHBIH KAJBIITaCyblHA OPKWJIBI OCEp ETKeHIH KepceTes.
KoprITeiH b1, KapacThIpBUIBIT OTHIpFaH KE3CHICT1 dKaCcTapblH ©3Telle OMIaybIH MAPTTHl TYpAe €Ki
Ke3eHre Oenyre Oomaapl: COFbIC OacTajFaHFa JICHIHT1 )KOHE COFBIC KbUIIAPBIHIAFbl Ke3eH. OChl eki
ke3eHae Kaparanael kanaceiaga HKBJ[ arenTTik skeminepi apkpiibl aHbikTanFaH «Coro3» (Opak),
«Paznmararemm» (Ipitki camymsuiap), «ECEID» (Emia cyiiren epiep mapTHSACHI) aCTBIPTHIH YKacTap
yibiMaapsl 3eprrenmi. 1940—1945 xpinmap apanblFblHAAFB KEHECTIK OUITIKTIH YCTAaHFaH CasCaThIH
KacTapAblH KOIIIUIr KOJJaraHbIMEH, OJIapJblH apachlHIa ©3relle OWIaNTBIH KacTapAblH Oip
OemiriHiH 00MyBI aiiMaKTarbl KaTaH cascu Oakpllay MEH KaJarayay jKyHeciHJeri KeliCIeyIIiTiKTiH
YKaJIMbI YPAICTEPIH KOpCETe .

Tyiiin ce3nep: Koramawsik-cascu emip; Kazak KCP; Kaparanmer, skactap KO3FaJbICHI; KacTap
opTaceiHAaFbl e3reme ounay, «Omak», «Ipitki camymbsuiapy, «ECEID» (Exin cyliren eprep
MAPTHUSICHI) ACTHIPTHIH KACTAP YHBIMIAPHI
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AHHOTanusl. Beedenue. B craTthe paccMaTpuBaeTCsl AESATENBHOCTb YaCTU MOJIOAEKHU, JETCTBO
KOTOPOH COBITAJIO C IEPHO0M (OPMHUPOBAHUS COBETCKOM MOJUTUYECKONW CUCTEMBI TTOCIIE CO3/TaHMs
CCCP. IlepexuB MHOTOYHCIICHHbBIE COLMANIbHBIC MOTPSCEHHS €Ile B TObl 0Oy4YeHHUs B IIKOJE U
pa3BuBasi CBO€ MHUPOBO33pEHHE B BBICIIMX YYEOHBIX 3aBEJIEHUSX, HEKOTOpBIE MpPEICTaBUTEIN
MOJIOJIC)KU C(OPMHUPOBATIN  aJbTEPHATUBHBIE B3MVIAABL. X JeATeNbHOCTh aHATU3UpPYETCS B
KOHTEKCTE U3MEHEHUI O0IIECTBEHHO-IIOJIUTHUECKON KU3HU COBETCKOro obmmecTsa B 1940-1945 rr.
HccnenoBanne OCHOBaHO Ha BEJOMCTBEHHBIX HMCTOYHHMKOBBIX JOKYMEHTaX M (OHIAX apXHBOB
CriennanbHOIO rOCyJapCTBEHHOT0 apxruBa Komurera HaMoHaIbHON 6€30MacHOCTH MO T. AJIMAThI,
ApxuBa Ilpesunenra PecnyOmukm Kaszaxcran, apxuBa Ympasinenus Komurera mo mnpaBoBoi
CTaTHCTUKE U CHEIMalbHBIM yueTaM ['eHepaiibHOIl mpokypaTypel Pecnybnmuku Kaszaxcran mo
Kaparannunckoit obmactu, KaparanguHcKoro o6JacTHOTO TOCYJapCTBEHHOTO apXuMBa U apXuBa
HNuctutyta nutepatypsl U ucKkycctBa uMeHM M.O. Ays30Ba. OTH MaTepualbl OTPAXKAOT
0COOEHHOCTU»MHAKOMBICTHS) CpPEAM YacTH MOJIOAEKH ropofa Kaparanabl 1Mo OTHOIIGHUIO K
nonutrke CoBerckoro Corosza B 19401945 rr. [env u 3a0auu ucciedosanus — U3y4uTh UCTOPUIO
JEATEIbHOCTH HEKOTOPBIX IPEICTABUTEIIEH COBETCKOM MOJIOAEkHU ropona Kaparannasl B mnepBoi
nojoBuHe 1940-x rogoB, KOTOphIE, HE coramasich ¢ npoBoguMor B CCCP noJuTukoM, co3aaBaiu
MOJINOJIBHBIE OpraHM3aluy. 3aauu MyOIuKaluyu — MPOBEJCHUE KPATKOTO MUCTOPUOTpaPpHUUECcKOro
0030pa MmpoOJIeMbl, aHAINU3 MOJIOBO3PACTHOTO M ATHUYECKOTO COCTaBa OpraHU3aluid MOJOJEKH C
aIbTEPHATUBHBIMU B3IVIAJJaMH, BBISBJICHHE B3aMMOCBA3E€H MOMIOJIBHON JESATEIBHOCTH 4YacTU
Monoaexu Kaparanael ¢ aHaJOrMYHBIMU mpolieccaMu B Jpyrux pernonax Kazaxckoit CCP.
Pesynvmamur MOKa3bIBAIOT, YTO OOIIECTBEHHO-TIONUTHYECKHE U3MeHEeHHs B 1940—1945 rr. okazamu
pa3InyHOE BIUSHUE HA Pa3BUTHE MUPOBO33pEHNUs COBETCKOM Mosoiexu LlentpansHoro Kazaxcrana.
BoiBosibl. IHaKOMBICIIME MOJIOJIEKH B pacCMaTpUBAaEMbIil IEPHO/] YCIOBHO pa3/IelIeHO Ha JIBa ATara:
JI0 Hayaja BOWHBI M B TroJibl BOWHBI. B paMkax 3TuUX JIBYX NEpPUOAOB MCCIEAOBAHbI MOMAINOIbHBIC
MoJoIexkHbIe opranuzanun «Coro3y, «Paznararenn» u «ECEI» («Enin cylireH epiep mapTHICHD) —
[TapTtust repoes, mob6smux Poauny), BoisiBiaeHHble opranamMu HKBJI mocpencTtBoMm areHTypHBIX
cereil B Kaparanne. 3axnouenue. HecMOTpst Ha TO 4TO OOJIBIIMHCTBO MOJIOAEKH MOJIEPKUBAIIO
MOJUTHUKY COBeTCKOM Bimacth B 1940-1945 rr., cymecTBoBaHME YacTH MOJOMABIX JIOJIEH C
JIbTEPHATUBHBIMH B3IJIAJIaMH, OObEIUHSIBIIUXCSA B IMOJNOJIBHBIE OPraHU3ALUH, OTPaXKaeT oOIIne
TEHJCHIIMYA HHAKOMBICIIHUS B )KECTKON CHCTEME MOJIMTUYECKOTO KOHTPOJIS U HaJ30pa B PETUOHE.
KiaroueBble caoBa: OOmecTBeHHO-TonuTHYeCKast ku3Hb;, Kazaxckas CCP; Kaparanna;
MOJIOJI’)KHOE JIBIJKEHUE; HWHAKOMBICIME B MOJIOJIEKHOW cpenie; TMOANOIbHBIE MOJIOIEKHBIE
opranuzanum» Coro3»,»Paznararenm» »ECEID» (Ilaptus repoes, mobsmux Ponuny)

Jas nuurupoBanusi: Cakraranona 3.I'., XKareimap A.b., baiiroxuna .M. Hekotopble acnekTsl
WHaKOMbICTUs cpeau Monozaexku Kaparannelr B 1940-1945 romax // Asian Journal «Steppe
Panoramay. 2026. T. 13. Ne 3. C. 772-788. (Ha anru.). DOI: 10. 51943/3135-8055 2026 _13 3 772—
788

Introduction

The history of the development of human thought shows that, despite attempts to impose
uniformity of opinion on society through prohibitions and restrictions, it is impossible to force
everyone to think alike. People differ in origin, intellectual ability, psychological characteristics,
education, upbringing and life experience. They also differ genetically. Therefore, uniformity of
opinion contradicts human nature itself.

Nevertheless, totalitarian regimes have always strived to establish such uniformity of thought,
subjecting society to a unified ideological way of thinking and behaving. A powerful propaganda
machine, based on a mix of half-truths, outright lies and boundless demagoguery, combined with total
control over”ideological purity” and the repressive apparatus, enabled the totalitarian regime to
achieve a relative sense of spiritual unity among the population. A considerable part of society became
victims of constant propaganda and consciously supported the established order; another part adapted
to the circumstances and became conformist; a third group, however, displayed dissent and found the
courage to protest against the existing system.
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Germany*‘s aggression against the USSR during World War II united the Soviet people in their
struggle against the invaders and boosted patriotism. The public consciousness underwent significant
changes. Although targeted propaganda aimed to foster unity within Soviet society and mobilize all
forces to combat the enemy, dissent and certain acts of protest by some young people emerged in
several regions of the USSR, driven by dissatisfaction with policies implemented during the prewar
and war periods. It is precisely these circumstances that make this study relevant.

The necessity for change was felt most acutely by young people. A comparative historical
analysis demonstrates that young people perceived the repressive policies of the Stalinist regime
through the experiences of their families, along with their direct exposure to the tragedy of war. The
challenges of wartime and the loss of loved ones made it possible to identify the regional
manifestations of the underground youth organizations* activities at the microhistorical level. Young
people whose adolescence coincided with the war years discovered a discrepancy between real life
and the image of reality shaped by Soviet propaganda through their own life experiences.

Students in HEIs and Soviet schools sought to contribute to society and were looking for ways
to fulfill their potential. However, the Komsomol organization, with its bureaucratic and rigid
structures and ideological uniformity, failed to satisfy a segment of the youth who were inclined
toward independent and critical thinking. In this regard, the paper introduces the phenomenon of
underground youth organizations that emerged in certain Soviet cities during 1940-1945 into
academic discourse. Although their political goals were not always clearly formulated, the members
of these groups were striving for honesty and fairness, as well as for propaganda that was in line with
the realities of life. The purpose of this study is to examine and present the history of a group of Soviet
youth in Karaganda city in the first half of the 1940s who disagreed with the policies of the USSR
and created underground organizations.

The proposed topic provides an excellent example for examining clandestine youth
organizations in domestic history through a microhistorical approach, drawing on archival
documents, interviews, and memoirs. The following events are analyzed in chronological order for
the period under review: an anti-Soviet group of students, writers, and university faculty members in
Almaty (1941); an anti-Soviet group of young people in Karaganda, uncovered by the NKVD during
the”Soyuz” operation; an”anti-Soviet” and”’nationalist” group at the Karaganda Teachers* Institute,
uncovered by the NKGB Directorate for the Karaganda Region as part of the”Razlagateli” operation;
the underground political youth organization”’ESEP” (“Elin Suigen Erler Partiyasy” — Party of Heroes
Who Love the Motherland), founded by B. Iskakov in February 1941 while he was studying at the
Karaganda Teachers® Institute; as well as the fates of members of the”’ESEP” organization, identified
by the NKVD in 1944 as part of the”’Pechatniki” intelligence case.

Similar incidents were observed not only in the Kazakh SSR. During 1942-1946, the
counterrevolutionary group”’ldeological Communist Youth” was active in Chelyabinsk; in 1944 and
early 1945, a”Youth Terrorist Organization” was uncovered in Moscow (Prishchepa, 1999: 202—
204); in 1944, the underground nationalist organization”ZHP” was uncovered in Lukovsk District
(Zwiazek Harcerstwa Polskiego — Polish Youth Union) (Noskova et al., 1994: 46-47). The”Circle of
Marxist Thought” and the”Leninist Union of Students” were also operating, and in 1945 an anti-
Soviet student organization was revealed in Chelyabinsk (Lukin, 1992: 125-126). The”Union of
Belarusian Youth” was active in Belarus during 1943—-1944 (Kozlova et al., 1999: 212). The examples
above show that some young people organized resistance movements in the socialist countries of
Eastern Europe and in regions under Soviet rule.

Materials and Methods

For this article, the sources were divided into two groups: published and unpublished. The first
group includes materials from Volumes 1 and 11 of the publication”Fighters for the National
Freedom, Independence, and Territorial Integrity of Kazakhstan”, published by members of the State
Commission for the Full Rehabilitation of Victims of Political Repression in the 1920s—1950s,
established by decree of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan K. Tokayev.
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The second group consists of documents from restricted collections of departmental archives,
which the authors of this article accessed while working as members of the State Commission at the
regional and national levels with special clearance for secret materials. Thus, published sources
consist of official documents, while unpublished sources include personal files, interviews and other
archival materials.

The primary published archival sources used in this study are documents and materials from
the first and eleventh volumes of the State Commission for the Full Rehabilitation of Victims of
Political Repression in the 1920s—1950s, which contain information on the cases of members of
underground youth groups in the Karaganda Region. Previously unpublished archival documents
covering the relevant period were drawn from these volumes.

The following materials from unpublished archival sources were studied: Case No. 5204 of the
Special State Archive of the National Security Committee Department for Almaty City (1941)
concerning the case of Khamit Abrakhmanov and others; File No. 3942 of Fund 20, Inventory 1 of
the Archive of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan (1951) regarding the case of B. I. Iskakov
and others (6 individuals); Case No. 4142 of the same archive (1944) regarding the case of Z. Abildin
and others (3 individuals).

Special attention was paid to the personal file of prisoner Burkit Ibragimovich Iskakov, stored
in the Archive of the Karaganda Regional Department of the Committee on Legal Statistics and
Special Records of the Prosecutor General“s Office of the Republic of Kazakhstan (inventory 184,
archival document No. 649), as well as documents from his personal collection held in the Archive
of the M. O. Auezov Institute of Literature and Art (inventory 2, case 209, folder 10). The study also
includes interviews with members of the underground youth organization”’ESEP” (“Elin Suigen Erler
Partiyasy” — “Party of Heroes Who Love Their Homeland”), Makhmet Temiruly and Zheken Kaliuly,
conducted by one of the article*s authors, Adilet Zhagypar.

To achieve this goal, both general scientific methods and specific historical methods were
applied. A comparative analysis was used to examine the impact of the processes that took place in
the USSR between 1940 and 1945 on the socio-political life of the Kazakh SSR. A structural approach
was taken to identify the interrelationships between political and ideological processes shaped by the
national context, as well as the interactions between protest groups and society. A statistical method
was utilized in analyzing the composition of members of the underground youth groups”Soyuz,”
“Razlagateli,” and”’ESEP” in Karaganda during 1940-1945, including their gender, age, ethnicity,
Komsomol membership, as well as their academic departments and years of study. To gain a more
comprehensive picture of the narrative interviews obtained from two former members of the
underground youth organization”ESEP” and two of their descendants, oral history and interview
techniques were employed.

In order to reconstruct and understand public sentiment, people‘‘s mindsets, and the reasons that
motivated historical figures to act in certain ways during the period under consideration, memoir-
based analysis was used. In particular, the recollections of B. Iskakov, published in periodicals, were
used as primary historical sources.

The history of the underground youth groups”’Soyuz”,”Razlagateli”’, and”ESEP” is viewed
through the lens of the microhistorical approach in historical studies. The microanalytical methods of
microhistory allow us to examine the social reality of the past by studying the daily lives of ordinary
people, their educational and life experiences, their social environment, and the development of their
personalities, as well as the relationship between society and the authorities and the influence
of’ordinary people” on the course of history.

This study opens up new possibilities for re-examining underground political organizations of
Soviet youth with alternative views within a regional context. During the period under review, the
Karaganda Region was not only an industrial hub but also the place where one of the largest camps
in the Gulag system — Karlag — operated, a camp established by the Stalinist regime. A comparative
analysis of the worldviews of young people who participated in underground organizations reveals
the influence of intellectuals who were imprisoned in Karlag and, due to a shortage of specialists,
were recruited to work in various fields. This enables us to determine the geographical spread of their
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ideas and the history of their reception, as well as to identify the characteristics of how the
phenomenon of’dissent” took shape among young people.

Discussion

The political, social, economic, and other aspects of the first half of the 1940s have been
extensively covered in the works of scholars who have studied the Soviet period. Foreign researcher
A. 1. Prishchepa writes about the underground youth organizations that were active in the Soviet
Union during that period. According to his data, a counterrevolutionary group’ldeological
Communist Youth” was active in Chelyabinsk from 1942 to 1946, and a”Youth Terrorist
Organization” was uncovered in Moscow in 1944 and early 1945 (Prishchepa, 1999: 202-204). These
facts indicate that, although in relatively small numbers, underground youth groups expressing
alternative views existed in various regions of the Soviet Union.

However, the topic of anti-Soviet views and actions among young people in Kazakhstan during
the first half of the 1940s remains insufficiently researched to the present day. In the fourth volume
of the five-volume academic publication”History of Kazakhstan (from Ancient Times to the Present
Day)”, the authors note:”At various times during the Soviet period, youth groups and individuals
opposed to the Soviet regime were active within the republic” (Mazhitov et al., 2010: 63). However,
in chapters six (Abzhanov, 2010: 386-390; Abzhanov, Kapayeva, 2010: 391-410) and seven
(Kozybayev, Aldazhumanov, 2010: 411-419; Kuznecova, Dilmanov, 2010: 419-427;
Aldazhumanov, 2010: 427-433) of this volume, we were unable to find any information about
underground youth organizations that opposed the Soviet government during the period in question.

In present-day Kazakh historiography, a certain tradition has developed regarding the study
of anti-Soviet groups (organizations) and individuals (Kydyralina, 2008: 400). For the given period,
Zh. Kydyralina provides the following data:”During the war years, political repression continued to
be carried out on ethnic grounds”. Between June 1941 and June 1945, more than 300 people were
arrested on charges of’Kazakh nationalism” (Kydyralina, 2008: 204).

Although there is no relevant data in academic publications, this issue has been partially
discussed in domestic historiography. B. S. Saylan‘“s doctoral dissertation examines the political
significance of youth organizations in the history of Kazakhstan during the period 1917-1991.
However, in the fourth chapter, which is devoted to youth policy during the Great Patriotic War and
the reconstruction of the devastated economy, the author mentions only one underground organization
of Kazakh youth that was active during the war: the”Union of Defenders of the Kazakh People”
(Saylan, 2010: 196—-197). In our opinion, the limited scope of such studies is largely due to the
inaccessibility of departmental archival documents.

Although we were unable to obtain full access to the official archival documents about the
cases of all these individuals, this study draws on materials published by the State Commission for
the Full Rehabilitation of Victims of Political Repression in the 1920s—1950s, established pursuant
to the Decree of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated November 24, 2020. In addition,
the study includes archival documents investigated by the authors during their work as members of
republican and regional commissions. Based on these materials, data on the Karaganda Region are
compared with the overall situation in the USSR.

Results

Anti-Soviet views among young people during the period under consideration are examined on
the basis of departmental archival documents (Materials V. 11, 2022: 335). We have divided this
period into two phases: the pre-war period and the war years.

Archival documents containing information about anti-Soviet groups formed among young
people in the period leading up to the war are found in a report by the NKVD of the Kazakh SSR
dated August 12, 1941, addressed to the secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party
(Bolsheviks) of Kazakhstan. The document reports on the identification and elimination of anti-Soviet
groups among schoolchildren and university students in the first half of 1941 (Materials V. 11, 2022:
335-337).
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According to NKVD data, the recruitment of young people into anti-Soviet activities, including
sabotage, terrorism, and agitation and propaganda, was carried out by former kulaks, children of
repressed individuals, and other so-called”’hostile elements”. The document also notes that while
youth groups in 1940 were primarily hooligan-like in nature, by 1941 they had become more
organized, with their own programs, charters, and even weapons. It is emphasized that these groups
included not only individuals from so-called”’socially alienated circles”, but also members of the
Komsomol, university students, teachers, and representatives of the literary intelligentsia (Materials
V. 11, 2022: 335-337).

In departmental archival documents, these organizations are described by NKVD officials
as”anti-Soviet” and’nationalist”. This naturally raises the question: did these organizations actually
belong to anti-Soviet nationalist movements, or could such a characterization have been the result of
an interpretation by the NKVD? The document further provides examples of two anti-Soviet youth
groups that were active in Almaty and Karaganda.

For example, on April 29, 1941, the Secret Political Department of the NKVD of the USSR
arrested and prosecuted an anti-Soviet group that had organized a literary circle consisting of students,
writers, and faculty members of HEIs in Almaty. The investigation found that the members of the
group were engaged in organized anti-Soviet activities (Materials V. 11, 2022: 335-337).
Biographical information about the members of this organization is presented in Table 1.

Last name, | Year Place of Social Party . Place of
Ne|  first name, of . L Occupation
middle name | birth birth background | affiliation study/work
Chivkunova from a famil ?otree?d:lelraifua es Mining and
1 |Valentina 1908 |Saratov of empl Y non-partisan & di BUAEES, Metallurgical
ployees engaged in .
Alekseyevna . o Institute
literary activities
Kalashnikov member of .
2 [Ivan 1914 not ified not specified | the journalist, poet ten;i(i);arlly not
Fedorovich spectie Komsomol working
Irkutsk Kazakh State
Shemetov region from a peasant University
3 ﬁfggziCh 1913 Talma family non-partisan | Student Faculty of
village Philology
Mordovtsev 21;(())3@ from a peasant member of Iliiizjglsif;ate
4 leolay 1920 Bystry Istok family the student (4th year) Faculty of
Pavlovich h Komsomol .
village Philology

Table 1 — Members of an anti-Soviet group consisting of students, writers, and university
faculty members in Almaty (1941) (Materials V. 11, 2022: 336).

According to archival documents, the investigation concluded that this group had organized an
underground literary circle at V.A. Chivkunova“s apartment, united by their shared anti-Soviet
sentiments. As part of the club®s activities, its members engaged in literary work, read aloud their
own”’anti-Soviet” writings, criticized contemporary literature and art, and encouraged students from
the HEIs of the city to join this club (Materials V. 11, 2022: 336).

One of the most active and organized anti-Soviet youth groups was dismantled in Karaganda in
April 1941. The core of this group consisted of students from the Karaganda Teachers* Institute. The
initiative to establish the anti-Soviet organization came from V. N. Tazekhulakov, a member of the
Komsomol and senior Pioneer leader at School No. 4 (Materials V. 11, 2022: 336).

The investigation found that”the group members had sworn an oath of allegiance to
counterrevolutionary activities”. The text of V.N. Tazekhulakov‘‘s oath:”Here are four members of a

779



Asian Journal ”Steppe Panorama” 2026. 13 (3)

self-organized union gathered together. Apart from the four of us, there“s no one else here yet. So
that we can work without fearing one another, so that the members remain loyal to one another, and
to ensure our secrecy, each of us must take an oath. Let me go first... I swear to fight against Soviet
rule for the rest of my life, as I have been ordered to do. If I break my word, I deserve to die; for
treason, or if necessary, I will die in the line of work. I know for sure that we are not alone; we have
the support of powerful alliances from the older generation, so we have nothing to fear ...“(Materials
V. 1, 2022: 448). In this case, members of the group were arrested; their socio-demographic profiles

are presented in Table 2.

e Last name, first st;lr Place of | Social and family Party Occupation Place of
"| name, middle name birth birth background affiliation study/work
Father — a former Karaganda
Rostov- white officer, member of Tea.chers“ .
1 |Tazekhulakov F. N. (1922 executed for the student Institute; Senior
on-Don . .
counterrevolutionary| Komsomol Pioneer Leader of
activities School No. 4
Father — a former
miner, shot in 1937
Shakhty, |as a member of a Karaganda
2 |Berezovsky S. N. 1922 |Rostov |counterrevolutionary non- student Teachers®
Oblast |organization; mother partisan Institute
was imprisoned in a
camp
The father, a former
civil servant, died; |member of trust
3 |Neiman Ya. A. 1922 | Semey |the brothers live the collector “Karaeandaugol®
abroad (Vilnius, Komsomol g g
Italy)
Armenian; father
4 |Demerchyan A. A. |1923 | Sochi |2nd brother were —not | Oth grade g 101 No. 4
repressed and specified |student
deported
Karaganda
Teachers*
Institute;
member of employee of the
5 |Kalachev V. N. 1922 not . Father is a priest the student regional
specified .
Komsomol committee of the
Communist Party
(Bolsheviks) of
Kazakhstan
. not Son of a special not
6 [Jurnius E. E. 1922 . . student School No. 4
specified |settler specified

Table 2 — Members of anti-Soviet group formed by young people from the city of Karaganda (1941)
(Materials V. 1, 2022: 447-448).

This group was established by Tazekhulakov in February 1940. The organization‘s founders
aimed to recruit as many students as possible from Karaganda whose parents and relatives had been
subjected to political repression (Materials V. 11, 2022: 336-337).
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In note No. 20489, classified as”Top Secret,” sent to the heads of regional departments and
signed by the People“s Commissar of State Security of the Kazakh SSR, Senior Major of State
Security A. N. Babkin, and the head of the Secret-Political Department of the NKGB of the Kazakh
SSR, Senior Lieutenant of State Security M. N. Golovkov, on May 8, 1941, it was noted that attempts
to form anti-Soviet groups and organize resistance against Soviet power had been identified among
students of HEIs in the Kazakh SSR. The document indicates that such activities tended to be acts of
revenge for the arrests of parents and close relatives who had been persecuted as”’enemies of the
people” (Materials V. 1, 2022: 445). It is also reported that”anti-Soviet elements were identified both
in Almaty and in all regions of the republic among students”. The”Soyuz” case is mentioned as an
example. As part of this operation, the Karaganda Regional Office of the People“s Commissariat of
Internal Affairs arrested seven people — mostly students at the Karaganda Teachers* Institute whose
parents had been subjected to repression for counterrevolutionary activities in February 1940
(Materials V. 1, 2022: 445).

However, a comparison with the data presented in Table 2 shows that the NKVD arrested six
people without revealing its agent. Consequently, the information contained in the two archival
documents may pertain to the same case. It follows that, to dismantle the anti-Soviet group created
by F. Tazekhulakov, the NKVD launched Operation”Soyuz” and infiltrated the group with its own
agents.

When comparing 1940 and 1941, it is necessary to identify the reasons why anti-Soviet
sentiments among young people began to manifest themselves in the form of organized underground
groups. At the beginning of 1941, considering the global geopolitical situation, the Soviet leadership
viewed nationalism as an objective and progressive sociocultural phenomenon which, in its left-wing
form (democratic and patriotic), was supposed to be dialectically compatible with the principles of
proletarian internationalism. This view was based on the intention of the leadership of the All-Union
Communist Party (Bolsheviks) to give the international communist movement a national orientation
and new organizational forms. At the heart of this issue was the prospect of the Comintern*s future
existence. According to Joseph Stalin and his supporters, under the circumstances, this organization
had exhausted its potential, and as part of the struggle against fascist ideology, elements of nationalist
ideology were to be used to unite forces. Evidence of this is found in the diary entries of the General
Secretary of the Executive Committee of the Comintern, G.M. Dimitrov, which record a speech by
A.A. Zhdanov, with the participation of A.A. Andreev and G.M. Malenkov, on February 27,
1941:”We made a mistake regarding the national question. We did not pay enough attention to
national issues. Proletarian internationalism must be combined with the healthy national sentiments
of each people. We must educate our ‘“nationalists““(Dimitrov, 2003: 150). Furthermore, on
November 7, 1941, during a military parade on Red Square in Moscow, J. V. Stalin called on Soviet
soldiers in his speech to draw inspiration from the heroic traditions of historical figures. In particular,
he noted:”May the examples of our ancestors — Alexander Nevsky, Dmitry Donskoy, Kuzma Minin,
Dmitry Pozharsky, Alexander Suvorov, and Mikhail Kutuzov inspire you in this war” (Dolmatov,
2020: 291). This speech played a significant role in promoting the implementation of the Soviet
Union“s policy objectives. Posters from that period illustrate propaganda efforts that featured heroes
from wars of earlier historical eras (Photo 1). In this regard, the foreign scholar N. Werth noted in his
work that during the war years the Stalinist regime underwent a significant evolution
toward”consensus-based governance” (Werth, 1990-1991: 284-288). Archival documents contain
specific facts indicating that some educated citizens, who closely monitored every move made by
the Soviet authorities in the socio-political sphere, recognized this shift in national policy and
continued their underground activities, spreading relevant ideas among students.
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Figure 1 — Soviet propaganda poster from 1941 (Dolmatov, 2020: 291).

During such a difficult period, the Soviet authorities used every possible means to foster a sense
of patriotism among young people, including the higher education system. In its early stages, the
Karaganda Teachers® Institute, founded in 1938, attracted not only professors and lecturers specially
invited from Moscow, Saratov, Leningrad, Almaty and other cities, but also scholars imprisoned in
Karlag. Annual archival documents on the main activities of the Karaganda Teachers® Institute
contain the following information:”List of faculty members who taught at the Karaganda Teachers*
Institute in 1939-1940: Rymarev, Mamikonyan, Kobylatsky, Abishev, Tkachenko, Nareshev,
Spasibenko, Baitasov, Romanovskaya, Medelets, Naumov, Tabysheva, Bogoslovsky” (SAKR. F.
764. Inv. 1. C. 6. P. 9). This list includes Professor P. S. Bogoslovsky (1890-1966), who served a
sentence in Karlag and taught at the Karaganda Teachers* Institute from 1940 to 1946. He was a
Russian and Soviet literary scholar, folklorist and ethnographer, professor and head of the Department
of Russian Literature at the Faculty of History and Philology of Perm University (1922—-1931, 1947—
1948), a full member of the Imperial Petrograd Archaeological Institute, and, from 1928, a full
member of the Russian Geographical Society (Sedyakina, 2014). In this regard, the People®s
Commissariat for Internal Affairs (NKVD) placed the Karaganda Teachers* Institute under strict
surveillance, viewing it as a potential hotbed of nationalist sentiment.

In the postwar period, five young people were charged in connection with the”Razlagateli” case
(an investigative operation) involving the Karaganda Teachers* Institute (SSA NSC Almaty, No.
5204). In January 1944, Junior Investigator Yegorov of the NKVD Investigative Directorate compiled
a review of the investigation file concerning K. Abrakhmanov, A. Magrupov and five other
individuals. It is stated that members of the organization were arrested by the NKGB Directorate for
the Karaganda Region as a result of an operational investigation into the”Razlagateli” case in July
1941. Their socio-legal characteristics are presented in Table 3.

Year . .
Ne Last name, of Social and family Criminal record Occupation Place of
first name . background study/work
birth
Khami . Karaganda
1 amit 1920 |>°" of a dispossessed no prior convictions student Teachers®
Abdrakhmanov landowner .
Institute
Magrupov 5gi$ii§(if‘ gfperson Karaganda
2 £rup 1921 . no prior convictions student Teachers*
Aglam counterrevolutionary .
o Institute
activities

Wi



Asian Journal ”Steppe Panorama” 2026. 13 (3)

In December 1940, he Prior to hi
was sentenced to five a;rlc(e);t %e lvsvas
Rakhymbekov . years* imprisonment not N
3 1916 |son of a bai . . held in an
Kuanysh under Part II of Article |specified NKVD lab
74 of the Criminal Code cam abot
of the RSFSR P
In December 1940, he Prior to hi
was sentenced to three agc(e)srt (;16 lvsvas
Kemelbaev son of a participant in ~ |years* imprisonment not J
4 . 1920 e .. . . held in an
Islamkayir the bai“s uprising under Part IT of Article |specified NKVD lab
74 of the Criminal Code cam abot
of the RSFSR P

Table 3 — Members of an anti-Soviet nationalist group at the Karaganda Teachers* Institute (1941)
(SSA NSC Almaty, No. 5204).

During the investigation of this case, it was found that the above-mentioned Kazakh
students”were members of an anti-Soviet nationalist group” operating at the Karaganda Teachers*
Institute. As an NKVD agent noted, the group“s goal was”to disrupt internal order at the institute,
obstruct the educational process, undermine Party and government initiatives, and carry out
subversive activities among students directed against Soviet power”. They sought to educate
students”in a nationalist spirit, fostered discontent with Soviet authority, and organized protests to
discredit the institute*s faculty and the student Komsomol leadership” (SSA NSC Almaty, No. 5204).

On June 27, 1941, the prosecutor of the Karaganda Region, Chuvakin, authorized the arrest of
Kh. Abdrakhmanov. The next day, June 28, the head of the NKGB in the Karaganda Region, State
Security Captain Demidov, approved the arrest warrant for Kh. Abdrakhmanov. The arrest document
indicated that the NKGB operative officer for the Karaganda Region, State Security Sergeant
Tursunov, had reviewed the materials submitted to the department regarding the case of Khamit
Abdrakhmanov. Abdrakhmanov was a student at the Karaganda Teachers* Institute, born in Aul No.
2 in the Zhanaarka District of the Karaganda Region in 1920. The investigation revealed
that” Abdrakhmanov, as the son of a dispossessed bai, held anti-Soviet views and formed an anti-
Soviet nationalist group at the institute”. He recruited new members from among students who were
in a difficult social situation from the Soviet authorities* perspective,”’spread counterrevolutionary
ideas of a national-fascist nature and the ideas of the Alashorda movement among them, and
organized subversive activities”. The group members focused on”’countering the communist students
who had previously exposed several members of the group” (SSA NSC Almaty, No. 5204). Archival
documents indicate that this group“s activities were aimed at spreading Alash ideas among young
people. On April 10, 1941, the Karaganda Regional Court sentenced Kh. Abdrakhmanov to 10 years*
imprisonment, followed by a 5-year deprivation of civil rights, for the aforementioned anti-Soviet
activities; Magrupov and Kemelbaev were sentenced to 8 years in prison and 3 years* deprivation of
civil rights; Rakhymbekov was sentenced to 10 years in prison and 5 years* deprivation of civil rights;
Rakhymzhanov was acquitted (SSA NSC Almaty, No. 5204).

To prove the affiliation of the anti-Soviet group known in the investigation materials
as”’Razlagateli” with a broader nationalist structure at the Karaganda Teachers* Institute, we refer to
an archival document — a characterization of the agent”Saulen” approved on November 21, 1944, by
the deputy head of the NKVD, Lieutenant Colonel of State Security Nikhrikov (APRK. F. 20. Inv. 1.
C. 4142). It states that on August 27, 1941, while studying at the Karaganda Pedagogical
Institute,”Saulen” was recruited as an informant to gather intelligence on the target of the agent
operation”Razlagateli” — Burkit Iskakov, with whom he maintained close relations both at the
institute and in his personal life (APRK. F. 20. Inv. 1. C. 4142).

Based on our analysis of archival documents, we believe that the”anti-Soviet nationalist group”
at the Karaganda Teachers* Institute was an underground youth organization known as ESEP (“Party
of Heroes Who Love the Motherland”). It should be noted that the educational institution in the
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archive is listed as the Karaganda Pedagogical Institute, but in fact it is the Karaganda Teachers*
Institute. This document contains Burkit Iskakov*s autobiography dated June 20, 1968, in which he
indicated:”I enrolled in the Karaganda Teachers* Institute in 1940 and graduated from it in 1942”
(AAILA. Inv. 2. personal file 209. V. 10). In the interrogation record dated November 14, 1944, to
the question:”Were you given any specific instructions by the NKVD regarding reports of Iskakov*s
nationalist sentiments?” “Saulen” replied:”] did not receive any specific assignment regarding
Iskakov, but I was tasked with monitoring students, including him” (APRK. F. 20. Inv. 1. C. 4142).
Based on archival records, it can be concluded that the NKVD*s system of surveillance at the
Karaganda Teachers® Institute was effective: as a result, four people were arrested, two of whom
were students at the institute.

B. Iskakov was arrested by the Ministry of State Security of the USSR in Almaty on December
18, 1951, on charges that, while studying at the Karaganda Teachers* Institute in 1940—-1942, he had
established an underground youth political organization called”’ESEP” (APRK. F. 20. Inv. 1. C. 3942.
P. 281-293). Makhmet Temiruly, who studied at the same institute, said in an interview with
A. Zhagypar that the organization”ESEP” was founded in February 1941 and originated from the
literary circle”Jas Qalam”. The head of the circle and Kazakh literature teacher, A. Nareshev,
acquainted students with the works of Alash movement leaders through her personal library and
sought to establish a party similar to Alash — a party that would serve the people and act in their best
interests (Zhagypar and Temiruly, 2011).

In his memoirs, B. Iskakov describes how, during his studies at the Karaganda Teachers*
Institute, his thirst for knowledge and the support of those around him helped him become a top
student by the end of his first semester and earn a higher scholarship (Iskakov, 1989: 4). During that
period, there was a long-standing tradition at the institute of summarizing semester results. At a
general meeting of faculty and students, Professor P. S. Bogoslovsky spoke about Burkit and
remarked:”We have a first-year student Iskakov. His first name is Burkit. And indeed, like an eagle,
he soared through his exams” (Iskakov, 1989: 4). In his memoirs, Burkit describes how he felt about
this praise as follows:”All the faculty members and students present at the meeting heard these words
from the renowned and respected professor. For me, coming from a small village, this was a huge
support. They gave me strength and inspiration. That“s exactly what motivated me to take up
literature in earnest” (Iskakov, 1989: 4). It can be concluded from this that intellectuals imprisoned
in Karlag on political charges, when given the opportunity to educate young people, were able to
make effective use of it, sowing the seeds of knowledge that inspired the younger generation to” think
differently”.

A brief comparative analysis of the program of the underground youth organization”’ESEP” and
that of the Alash Party highlights several common features. First, the underground youth
organization”ESEP”, based on the ideas of Alash and viewing the Alash movement as a struggle for
Kazakh independence, continued to uphold its ideals. Preserving historical continuity, it sought to
promote the movement toward independence, in a sense acting as the successor to the ideas of the
Alash Party. Second, the program of the”ESEP” organization provided for the creation of a”people*s
state,” just as the Alash Party had done at the Second All-Kazakh Congress (December 1917), where
it established the independent state of”’Alash” (prior to the October Revolution, Alash had advocated
for its existence as one of the constituent entities within a federal Russian republic). Third, the
program of the”ESEP” organization emphasized that the Kazakh people support the Turkic-speaking
peoples of the world, who share a common origin, and the common destiny that binds the Kazakhs to
these brotherly peoples. The Alash Party believed that Kazakh autonomy could be temporarily united
with related peoples. However, there were also some differences in their programs. The program of
the”’ESEP” organization emphasized the special role of Islam in society, stating that Islam was the
religion held in particular esteem, whereas the Alash Party“s program separated religion from the
state and did not single out any particular faith, as is the case in any secular state. The program of
the”’ESEP” organization emphasized the necessity of uniting the youth and their willingness to
sacrifice their lives for their homeland and their people, whereas the Alash Party*s program called
for the creation of an army to defend the country. The Alash Party had enormous support among
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Kazakh society even after the establishment of Soviet rule, and the spiritual legacy of the Alash
movement influenced the minds of several generations of Kazakhs in the 20th century. The youth
organization”ESEP”, founded under the harsh conditions of the 1940s—1950s, was completely
unknown to the Kazakhstani public; its members were few in number, quickly dispersed, and never
gained any experience in political activity. The ideas articulated in the program of the underground
youth organization”ESEP” continued to persist among a small but significant segment of Kazakh
youth during the Soviet period, until Kazakhstan achieved independence.

In an interview with A. Zhagypar, M. Temiruly and Zh. Kaliuly also noted that on the initiative
of a group of students, including B. Iskakov and M. Temirov, a socio-political movement
called”’ESEP” emerged at the Karaganda Teachers Institute in early 1941 (Zhagypar and Kaliuly,
2013).

The indictment in criminal case No. 600 states that Iskakov and Temirov established the anti-
Soviet nationalist organization”ESEP” first at the Nura Secondary School and then at the Karaganda
Teachers* Institute between 1940 and 1942 (SSA NSC Almaty, No. 600). According to the document,
the organization aimed to separate Kazakhstan and the Central Asian republics from the Soviet
Union and establish a bourgeois state on their territory. They engaged in anti-Soviet propaganda
among Kazakh youth, distributed counterrevolutionary literature, and in 1942 evaded conscription
into the Soviet Army. In secret, Iskakov and Temirov discussed the formation of armed units and
preparations for an uprising against Soviet authority (AKRD. Inv. 184. C. 649. P. 11-14). Based on
archival documents, the founder of the underground youth organization”’ESEP” (“Party of Heroes
Who Love Their Homeland”) was Burkit Iskakov. In addition, active members of this organization,
Makhmet Temiruly and Zheken Kaliuly, also referred to Burkit Iskakov as their leader in their
interviews with us.

During those years, the NKVD continued its hunt for nationalists in the Karaganda Region and
launched the”Pechatniki” investigation (APRK. F. 20. Inv. 1. C. 4142). The indictment issued by the
NKVD of the Kazakh SSR on January 31, 1945, and approved on February 3 of the same year,
reported on the activities of an anti-Soviet Kazakh nationalist group that had been operating in
Karaganda since the fall of 1942. The group was initiated and led by Zeynolla Abildin, an actor at the
regional theater. The group consisted of student Asygat Rustemov, journalist Beysembay
Zhaksylykov, correspondent of the republican newspaper Zhappar Umirbekov, and a number of other
individuals who were involved at various stages of the investigation. According to the investigation,
the suspects studied nationalist literature, held illegal meetings, recruited Kazakh youth, and engaged
in anti-Soviet propaganda. The organization adopted the name”ESEP” (“Party of Sons Who Love
Their People™); an oath was taken, and a leadership was elected. They discussed plans to distribute
anti-Soviet leaflets, acquire cold weapons, and establish ties with other anti-Soviet organizations.
The group*s ultimate goal was to unite the Muslim population and establish an independent state
(APRK. F. 20. Inv. 1. C. 4142. P. 400-401). By a resolution of the Special Council of the NKVD of
the USSR dated June 4, 1945, Abildin and Zhaksylykov were each sentenced to five years of
imprisonment for participating in an anti-Soviet group; Rustemov and Umirbekov were released after
their time in pretrial detention was credited toward their sentences (APRK, F. 20. Inv. 1. C. 4142.
P. 419-421).

Starting in 1942, the NKVD deployed its agents”Sabit”,” Akhmetov” and”Saulen” as part of
the’Pechatniki” investigation (APRK. F. 20. Inv. 1. C. 4142). Operational materials from the NKVD
regarding agent”Saulen” contain the following information:”... He knew about counterrevolutionary
activities, behaved hypocritically, warned members of the organization of the need for caution and
did not inform the NKVD-NKGB, which had recruited him and infiltrated him into an anti-Soviet
nationalist organization, until September 20, 1944 (APRK. F. 20. Inv. 1. C. 4142). Based on the
information contained in these archival documents, it can be concluded that agents recruited by the
NKVD were effectively infiltrated into underground youth organizations and, by informing their
members of their status or carrying out covert operations, helped ensure that these groups remained
undiscovered between 1942 and 1944.
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Conclusion

In summary, we can note that in 1940-1945, some young men who sought to raise their social
status and improve their financial situation came to the cities to pursue an education. There were
people with alternative views among Soviet youth, even though they were in the minority; their
gatherings, which began as literary circles, gradually evolved into underground groups and
organizations. Their activities were uncovered by the NKVD through its network of informants.

The study found that repression against so-called”’enemies of the people” was primarily based
on social (background, level of education, having relatives abroad), political (party affiliation or
participation in political activities), and ethnic grounds.

In this regard, several factors have been identified that explain why Karaganda was viewed as
one of the centers of nationalist sentiment:

First, in order to mobilize public support, Soviet policy employed elements of nationalist
rhetoric to bolster patriotic sentiment, a sentiment that resonated with some Kazakh youth.

Second, the young people who formed underground groups faced the consequences of the
state*s repressive policies toward their family members in their personal lives, which fueled their
desire to change the socio-political situation.

Third, after their release from the Karlag camp, members of the scientific and creative
intelligentsia who had been convicted on political charges and had come from various regions of the
USSR worked in the Karaganda Region. While working at universities and research institutions,
they shared their life experiences and helped foster independent thinking and intellectual freedom
among the youth of Central Kazakhstan.

Sources
GAKO — State Archive of the Karaganda Region
SSA NSC Almaty — Special State Archive of the National Security Committee Department for Almaty City
AP RK — Archive of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan
AAILA — Archive of the M. O. Auezov Institute of Literature and Art
AKRD — Archive of the Karaganda Regional Department of the Committee on Legal Statistics and Special
Records of the Prosecutor General*s Office of the Republic of Kazakhstan
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