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Abstract. Introduction. The article examines social changes in Kazakh society in the Irtysh region
and the Irtysh ten-verst belt during the second half of the nineteenth and the early twentieth centuries,
associated with the destruction of the traditional nomadic way of life and the emergence of the
zhatak stratum. The relevance of the study is determined by the need to investigate the regional
features of the social transformation of the Kazakh population under the conditions of the colonial
policy of the Russian Empire, the reduction of nomadic territories, and the development of market
relations. Goals and objectives. The purpose of the article is to analyze the causes of the emergence
and growth of zhatakism in the Irtysh region, as well as to examine the spread of wage labor among
the Kazakh population. The objectives include identifying the factors behind the ruin of nomadic
households, characterizing the social status of the zhataks, determining the main forms of hired labor
and economic adaptation among the Kazakh poor, and analyzing the impact of the colonial
development of the region on changes in the social structure of society. The source base of the study
consists of pre-revolutionary statistical compilations, memorial books of the Semipalatinsk region,
works of pre-revolutionary researchers, periodical press publications, as well as materials from the
State Archive of Omsk Oblast. The study employs historical-comparative, historical-systemic,
statistical, and problem-chronological methods, which made it possible to trace the dynamics of
zhatakism growth, the peculiarities of the development of hired labor, and the transformation of
economic relations in the region. Results. It was established that the restriction of nomadic routes, the
land policy of the tsarist administration, dzhuts, and social stratification contributed to the increase in
the number of zhataks and the spread of seasonal labor migration. A significant part of the Kazakh
poor was drawn into the system of wage labor in Cossack, peasant, and bai households. The main
forms of seasonal and annual employment, the characteristics of labor remuneration, and the
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dependent position of workers were identified. It is shown that the surplus of cheap labor hindered
the introduction of agricultural machinery in the farms of the Irtysh region and contributed to the
formation of early forms of local wage labor. Conclusion. Zhatakism became one of the key
manifestations of the social transformation of Kazakh society under the conditions of the colonial
development of the Irtysh region. The growth in the number of zhataks and the development of wage
labor reflected the processes of destruction of the traditional nomadic system, the strengthening of
social differentiation, and the gradual incorporation of the Kazakh population into market relations.
Keywords: Irtysh region, Pavlodar Uyezd, social structure, zhatakism, wage labor, Kazakh
population.
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Anpnatna. Kipicne. Makanana XIX racbIpabiH eKiHIi xkapThichl — XX FachIpAbIH O0acbiHaarsl Eptic
oHiIpi MeH EpTic OH MIaKeIpbIMABIK OenAcyiHaeri Ka3aK KOFaMBIHJAFBI JOCTYPIIl KOIIIeNi eMip
CAITHIHBIH BIABIPAYBl JKOHE KATaKTap TOOBIHBIH KaJbIITACYbIMEH OalIaHBICTBI OJIEYMETTIK
e3repicTep KapacThIPbUIAABI. 3EpPTTEYMIH ©3€KTLIr Pecelt MMIEpHUSCHIHBIH OTapJBbIK CasicaThl,
KOIIIMN-KOHY ayMaKTapblHBIH KbICKApYhl ’KOHE HAPBIKTHIK KATBIHACTAPIBIH JaMybl JKaFTaibIHIaFbI
Ka3aK XaJKbIHBIH OJEYMETTIK TpaHC(OPMALMACHIHBIH OHIPJIIK EpeKIIeNIKTepiH 3epTTey
KKETTUIrIMeH alKbpIHAaNanbl. 3epmmeyodiy makcamol meH Minoemmepi. MaKagaHblH MakcaThl —
Eptic eHipiHaeri )KaTaKTHIKTHIH IMaii1a 00JIybl MEH 6Cy ce0enTepiH Tanaay, COHIai-aK Ka3akK XaaKbl
apacelHIa Kaujgamaibl eHOeKTIH TapalyblH 3epTTey. MIiHAeTTep KaTrapblHa — KeIImesi
IapyamibUIbIKTapIbIH KYH3elicke yiiblpay (akTopiiapblH aHBIKTAY, >KaTaKTapAblH OJIEYMETTIK
KardalblH CUTIATTAy, Ka3aK KeICHIEpiHiH KaldaHy jKOHE IapyallbUIbIKKa OeHiMIeNnyiHiH HeTri3ri
TYpJIEpiH aliKbIHAY, COHAAN-aK OHIP/II OTApJIbIK UTEPYIiH KOFAMHBIH JJICYMETTIK KYPBUIBIMBIHIAFbI
e3repicTepre BIKMAJbIH Talgay kataubl. Mamepuandap men adicmep. 3epTTEYAIH NEPEKKO3IIK
HET131H PeBOJIIOIUSFA JCHIHT1 CTaTUCTUKAIIBIK )KHHAKTap, CeMel 00bICHIHBIH €CTEeNIK KiTalaaapsl,
peBOJIONMSIFA JCHIHIT 3epTTeymiiepAin eHOekTepi, Mep3imai Oacmace3 >kapusIaHbIMIAPEI,
coHmaii-ak OMOBI  OOJIBICBIHBIH MEMJICKETTIK apXuBl MaTepHayigapbl Kypanbl. JKymbicta
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KATAKTHIKTBIH ©CYy IMHAMUKACBIH, jKalgamalbl €HOCKTIH JaMy epeKIICTIKTepiH >KOHE eHipaeri
IapyamblUIbIK KaThIHACTAPABIH TPaHCHOPMANMACHIH KajarajayFa MYMKIHIIK OepreH Tapuxu-
CaJIBICTBIPMAJIbl, TAPUXHU-KYHUETIK, CTATUCTUKAIBIK JKOHE IMPOOJIEMANIBIK-XPOHOJIOTHSIIBIK OiCTED
KOJIaHbUIABL. Homuoicenep. Kemnn-koHy OarbITTaphIHBIH IIEKTENyl, MaTIa OKIMIIUIITIHIH Kep
casicaThbl, JKYTTap MEH OJIEYyMETTIK JKIKTENy aTaKrap CaHBIHBIH ©CyiHEe MoHE Kocim i3zen
KETYIIUTIKTIH TapalyblHa BIKHAJI €TKEeH1 aHbIKTalabel. Kazak keaeisiepiHiH efoyip Oediri Kasak,
mrapya >koHe Oail mapyambUIbIKTapbIHAAFEI JKalIaMalibl eHOeK KyHeciHe TapThiiabl. MayChIMIBIK
JKOHE OKBUIABIK OKaJlJaHYJIbIH HETI3rl  Typiepi, €HOCKaKbl TeJiey epEeKIICNIKTEPI MeH
KYMBICUIBUTAP/IBIH TOYEINIi JKarIaiibl alKbpIHAAIABI. Ap3aH KYMBIC KYLIiHIH apThIK Oomysl Eptic
OHIPIHJET] MIapyambUIBIKTapJa aybll MAPYallbUIBIFBl TEXHUKACBIH C€HTI3YAl TEXKEN, KePriTiKTi
xKangamanbl eHOeKTIH OacTamkbl TYpJEpiHIH KaJblITacyblHAa BIKMAJd ETKeHI KepCeTLIl.
Kopvimuinovr. ataktelk EpTic eHIpiH oTapiblK Wrepy XKarJalblHIArbl Ka3aK KOFaMBIHBIH
QJIEyMETTIK TpaHC(POPMALUSICHIHBIH HETI3r1 KepiHicTepiHiH OipiHe aiiHamabl. JKaTtakrap caHBIHBIH
eCyl MEH XajijaMmallbl €HOCKTIH JaMybl JOCTYpJl KeImeal >XYWEeHIH buIbplpay YIAepicTepiH,
QJIEYMETTIK KIKTENyiH KYIICIOIH XOHE Ka3aK XaJKbIHbIH HAPBIKTHIK KaThIHACTAapFa OipTiHaemn
TapThUIYBIH KOPCETTI.

Tyiiin ce3nep: Epric eHipi, [laBnogap yesi, aneyMeTTiK KYpbUIbIM, JKaTaKTHIK, JKajlgamMalbl eHOeK,
Ka3aK XaJKbl.
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AHHoOTanusi. Beeodenue. B cTaTbe paccMaTpuBalOTCA COLMAJIBHBIE W3MEHEHHS B Ka3aXCKOM
obmectBe [IpunpThinies 1 WMpThIMICKONH EeCATUBEPCTHOM MOJIOCHI BO BTOpOil monoBuHe XIX —
Hayasie XX BB., CBA3aHHbBIE C PA3pyLICHUEM TPAIUIMOHHOIO KOUEBOTO YKiaga U (OpMUPOBAHUEM
CJIOSl  KATaKoB. AKTYaJlbHOCTh HCCIIEZIOBaHUS OOyClOBJIEHA HEOOXOIMMOCTBIO M3Y4EHUs
PETHOHATIBHBIX OCOOCHHOCTEH COLMAIBHOW TpaHC(OpMAIMH Ka3aXCKOTO HACEJCHHS B YCIOBHUSX
KOJIOHUAJIbHON TOJIUTHKM POCCHIICKOM MMIEpUH, COKpAILEHUs KOYEBBIX TEPPUTOPUM M pPa3BUTHUSA
PBIHOYHBIX OTHOWICHWH. []enb u 3a0auu uccaedoganus. Llenplo cTaThyu SABIAETCA aHAIU3 PUYUH
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BO3HUKHOBEHHUS M pocCTa )kaTadecTBa B IIpuupThilIbE, @ TakkKe MCCIEAOBAHUE PACIPOCTPAHEHHUS
HAaeMHOTI'0 TPyJa Cpeiu Ka3axCKOro HaceineHus. B gucie 3agau — BbIsiBIeHUE (PaKTOPOB pa3opeHus
KOYEBBIX XO3SIICTB, XapaKTEPUCTUKA COLMAIBHOTO IOJIOKEHUS JKaTaKOB, ONPEIEIIEHNE OCHOBHBIX
dbopMm HaiiMa W XO3SMCTBEHHON aJanTalud Ka3axCKOW O€THOTHI, a TaKKe aHaJIu3 BIUSHUSA
KOJIOHHMAJbHOTO OCBOEHHUSl pPErMOoHAa HA HW3MEHEHHsS COLHUAIbHOW CTPYKTYphl —OOILECTBA.
VIcTOYHHUKOBYIO OCHOBY HCCIIEI0BaHHS COCTaBHJIM JOPEBOIIOLMOHHbBIE CTATUCTUYECKUE COOPHUKH,
namsATHble KHIDKKM CeMHIIanaTHHCKOW 00JacTh, TPYyIbl IOPEBOJIOIMOHHBIX HCCIeI0BaTeNeH,
nyOnMKaluMy MEepUOANYECKON IedaTH, a Takke marepuansl ['ocynapcTBeHHOro apxua OMmckon
obmactu. B  pabore HMCHOIB30BAaHBI  HMCTOPUKO-CPABHUTENBHBIA,  HCTOPUKO-CUCTEMHBIMH,
CTaTUCTUYECKUIM U IPOOIEMHO-XPOHOJIOIMUECKUI METOAbI, O3BOJIMBIINE MPOCIEAUTh TUHAMUKY
pocTa KaTayecTBa, OCOOCHHOCTH Pa3BUTHS HAEMHOTO TPyAa M TPaHC(HOPMAIHIO XO3SHCTBEHHBIX
OTHOIIECHUH B pEruoHe. Pe3zyivmamvi. Y CTAaHOBIEHO, YTO OIPAaHUYECHHE KOYEBBIX MAapUIPYTOB,
3eMeJbHas MOJIUTUKA APCKON aIMHUHUACTPAIIUH, JXKYThI M COLIMAIBHOE PACCIOCHHE CIIOCOOCTBOBAIIN
pOCTy YHCIa JKaTaKOB U PACIPOCTPAHCHUIO OTXOJHUYECTBA. 3HAYUTEIIBHAS 4YacTb Ka3aXCKOU
O0eqHOTHl ObUIa BOBJEUEHA B CHCTEMY HA€MHOTO TPyAa B Ka3auybUX, KPECThIHCKUX M OallCKHX
X034icTBaxX. BbIsABIEHBI OCHOBHBIE ()OPMBI CE30HHOIO M I'OJOBOI0 HaiiMa, OCOOEHHOCTH OIUIATHI
TPpy/a W 3aBUCHMOE TOJIOKeHHE paboTHHKOB. Iloka3aHo, 4yTO M3OBITOK JemIeBO paboueil CHIIbI
TOPMO3UJI  BHEIPCHHE CEIbCKOXO3AWCTBEHHOM TEXHUKM B Xo3dicTBax Ilpuupreiibs wu
crocoOCcTBOBal (POPMUPOBAHUIO paHHUX (OPM MECTHOIO HAEMHOTO Tpyda. 3akitoueHue.
JXaTtauecTBO CTajg0 OJHUM M3 KIIIOUYEBBIX MPOSBICHUH COLMAIBHOW TpaHC(hOpMAIMU Ka3axCKOTro
o0IIecTBa B YCJIOBUSIX KOJIOHHATIBHOTO OCBOEHUs IIpuupteimbsa. PocT ymcna xaTakoB U pa3BUTHE
HAaE€MHOI'0 TpyZa OTpaXkaJld MPOLECCHl pa3pyLICHHs TPAAULUOHHON KOYEBOM CUCTEMBI, YCHIICHUS
couuabHON AudQepeHranuy 1 MOCTENEHHOTO BOBJICUCHHS Ka3aXCKOTO HACEICHUS B PHIHOYHBIC
OTHOILICHUS.

Kuawuesbie caoBa: I[lpuupteimbe, [laBnomapckuii yes3n, couuanbHas CTPYKTypa, *KaTadyecTBO,
HaeMHBIN TPY[, Ka3aXCKOE HACEIICHHE.

baaropapnocTn: CraTesi NOATOTOBIEHA B paMKax pealu3alMd IPOEKTa TI'PaHTOBOIO
¢uHaHCUpoBaHUs MuUHHCTEpCTBA HAayKd U BbIcliero oOpasoBanust Pecnyonmuku Kaszaxcran
«Hcropust coznanust VIpTHIICKON 1eCATUBEPCTHOM MOJIOCH U 60pb0a Ka3zaxoB 3a €€ BO3BpallCHUE
(1765-1921 rr.)» (UPH AP26104261).

st nurtupoBanus: Topaiirsipos E.M., [lxymames A.M. JKaraku [ IpunpTeIiibs 1 JecITUBEPCTHOM
mmoyiockl Bo 2-i monmoBuHe XIX—navane XX BB. // Asian Journal «Steppe Panoramay. 2026. T. 13.
Ne 2. C. 806—-820. (Ha Anru.). DOI: 10. 51943/3135-8055 2026 13 3 806820

Introduction. In the second half of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Kazakh society
underwent profound socio-economic transformations associated with the incorporation of the steppe
regions into the Russian Empire, the intensification of resettlement policies, and the transformation
of the traditional nomadic economy. These processes were especially evident in the Irtysh region and
within the Irtysh ten-verst border zone, where the interests of the Kazakh population, the Siberian
Cossacks, and Russian settlers intersected. The restriction of nomadic migration routes, the reduction
of pasturelands, and the development of commodity-money relations contributed to the disintegration
of traditional forms of economic activity and of the social organization of Kazakh society.

One of the most significant manifestations of these processes was the growing number of
zhataks — Kazakhs who had fallen out of the traditional nomadic system as a result of impoverishment,
loss of livestock, and the erosion of their economic independence. A considerable proportion of the
zhataks were compelled to seek employment in Cossack, peasant, and bai households, which
facilitated the spread of various forms of wage labor and the gradual incorporation of the Kazakh
population into market relations. New social groups emerged in the region, the character of economic
activity changed, and processes of seasonal labor migration and social differentiation intensified.

The relevance of this study lies in the need to examine the specific features of the social
transformation of Kazakh society under the conditions of the colonial development of the Irtysh
region, as well as to identify the role of zhatakism and wage labor in altering the traditional structure
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of the nomadic population. An analysis of these processes makes it possible to assess the distinctive
socio-economic changes in the steppe region and the consequences of the colonial policy pursued by
the Russian Empire.

The aim of this article is to analyze the causes behind the emergence and growth in the number
of zhataks in the Irtysh region, as well as to investigate the scale of the spread of wage labor among
the Kazakh population in the second half of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

Materials and Methods. The source base of this study consists of pre-revolutionary statistical,
administrative, and journalistic materials reflecting the socio-economic condition of the Kazakh
population of the Irtysh region and the Irtysh ten-verst border zone in the second half of the nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries. The study draws upon the works of G.E. Katanaev, N.Ya. Konshin,
M.M. Krasovsky, M. Chormanov, G.V. Kolmagorov, and other researchers, as well as regional
surveys, commemorative reference books of the Semipalatinsk Region, publications of the Kirghiz
Steppe Gazette, documents from the State Archive of the Omsk Region, and statistical data
concerning the development of crafts and seasonal labor migration.

The methodological foundation of the research is based on the principles of historicism and
objectivity, which require the examination of social processes within the specific historical
conditions of their emergence and development. In analyzing changes in the social structure of
Kazakh society, particular attention was paid to the economic colonization of the Irtysh region, the
impact of the colonial policy of the Russian Empire, the reduction of nomadic territories, and the
formation of new socio-economic relations.

The study employs historical-comparative, historical-systemic, statistical, and problem-
chronological methods. The historical-comparative method made it possible to identify the distinctive
features of zhatakism in the Irtysh region in comparison with other regions of Kazakhstan. The
historical-systemic method was used to analyze the interrelation between social stratification,
seasonal labor migration, and wage labor. The statistical method was applied in processing
quantitative data concerning the number of zhataks, the scale of wage employment, and the
development of crafts and trades. The problem-chronological approach enabled the tracing of the
dynamics of social change in Kazakh society during the period under consideration.

Discussion. The problem of social stratification within Kazakh society, the emergence of the
zhataks, and the development of wage labor in pre-revolutionary historiography was examined
primarily within the context of the colonial policy of the Russian Empire, the agrarian colonization
of the steppe, and the transformation of the traditional nomadic economy. Among the first researchers
to address the issue of changes in the economic structure of the Kazakhs of the Irtysh region were
G. V. Kolmagorov (Kolmagorov, 1855) and M.M. Krasovsky (Krasovskii, 1868a), who provided
information on the development of crafts, trade relations, and the use of impoverished Kazakh labor
in the households of Cossacks and Russian settlers.

A substantial contribution to the study of the socio-economic condition of the Kazakh
population of the Semipalatinsk Region was made by N.Ya. Konshin (Konshin, 1901), who offered
a detailed description of the economic life of the Kazakhs, the spread of seasonal labor migration,
and the dependence of the poorest strata on wage employment. Important information concerning the
condition of Kazakh laborers in Pavlodar Uezd is contained in the work of M. Chormanov
(Chormanov, 1906), which reflects the forms of dependence experienced by the poor and the
particular features of local economic relations.

Of particular importance for the study of zhatakism are the works of G.E. Katanaev
(Katanaev, 1893a; Katanaev, 1904), who was the first to comprehensively examine the condition of
the Kazakhs of the Irtysh region under the circumstances of Cossack and peasant colonization.
The researcher provided a detailed characterization of the causes behind the growing number of
zhataks, the forms of their economic adaptation, the scale of seasonal labor migration, and the
significance of cheap Kazakh labor in the economy of the Siberian Cossack Host. It is precisely
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through the works of G. E. Katanaev that one can trace the gradual transformation of part of the
Kazakh population from nomads into permanent wage laborers and semi-proletarian groups.

The issues of the transition of the Kazakhs to a sedentary way of life and the development of
agriculture were also addressed by V. Ya. Vladimirskii (Vladimirskii, 1902), who associated the
spread of zhatakism primarily with zhuts and the mass impoverishment of nomadic households.
Certain aspects of land use and the social condition of the poorest strata of the population were
reflected in publications of the Kirghiz Steppe Gazette (K voprosu ..., 1994).

During the Soviet period, questions concerning the social transformation of Kazakh society
received broader scholarly attention. Considerable attention to the study of nomadic society and its
internal structure was paid by S. E. Tolybekov (Tolybekov, 1971), who regarded zhatakism as a
consequence of the crisis of the traditional economy and the colonial policy of Tsarism. His works
analyze the characteristics of the social dependence of the Kazakh poor, the processes of
sedentarization, and the influence of resettlement policy on the destruction of the nomadic economy.

An important place in the study of the economic development of the Irtysh region belongs to
the work of N. G. Apollova (Apollova, 1976), which examines, through the prism of Kazakh-Russian
relations, the development of seasonal labor migration, the scale of Kazakh wage labor, and the role
of the Irtysh military line in the economic life of the region. The author demonstrates that the
formation of a mass stratum of zhataks was closely connected with the restriction of nomadic
migration routes and the intensification of land pressure from the Cossacks and settlers.

Contemporary researchers continue to study this issue from the perspectives of social history
and modernization processes. Thus, Zh.O. Artykbaev (Artykbaev, 2001) considers the zhataks as a
distinct social group that had fallen out of the traditional nomadic system and was gradually being
incorporated into market relations. Overall, the historiography demonstrates that zhatakism was a
complex and multifaceted phenomenon reflecting profound changes in the social structure of
Kazakh society in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

Results. The foundation of the social organization of the Kazakhs was the tribal and clan-based
structure. What distinguished the Kazakhs from other societies was the existence of a clearly defined
social estate-based stratification. Each estate possessed its own specific rights, obligations, and social
status. The social factor played a leading role in Kazakh society, and an individual“s position was
determined not so much by material wealth as by belonging to a particular social stratum. However,
Kazakhstan*s incorporation into the Russian imperial sphere of interests led to the gradual destruction
of this traditional structure. The penetration of market relations into the economy of Kazakhstan
and the narrowing of nomadic space were accompanied by the development of seasonal labor
migration (otkhodnichestvo), which became a characteristic sign of the emergence of new relations
in the rural economy. Seasonal labor activities were primarily undertaken by the poorest segment of
Kazakh sharua, most of whom lacked their own means of production (zhataks and qonsy)
(Togzhanov, 1934: 100). According to S. Tolybekov, the term qonsy was synonymous with kharashi.
However, the term qonsy appeared earlier than kharashi. Apparently, even before the Mongol
conquest, dependent and semi-dependent (sharua) individuals among the Turkic-speaking nomadic
tribes who were subordinate to bais, biis, and batyrs were referred to not as kharashi, as among the
Chinggisid khans, but as qonsy (Tolybekov, 1971: 505).

It is also important not to confuse zhatakism, which had existed in Kazakh nomadic society
since ancient times, with the conscious sedentarization of nomadic pastoralists (otyrygshylyq).
Zhatakism, as a consequence of the sudden impoverishment of part of the population due to zhut or
warfare, was expressed in unstable, fragile, and episodic settlement in small numbers near lakes and
rivers long before the incorporation of the Kazakh zhuzes into Russia, during a period when the
nomadic way of life predominated throughout the steppe.

The zhataks themselves regarded their mode of life as a temporary condition caused only by an
unfortunate circumstance. Therefore, zhatakism of that period was the result of misfortune and
poverty rather than a form of sedentarization connected with the breakdown of the traditional nomadic
pastoral economy and way of life. Such zhataks lived in the hope of returning to nomadic life,
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overcoming isolation, and once again becoming part of the nomadic community. At the first
opportunity, they abandoned settled life and returned to nomadic migration, leaving behind
everything associated with temporary agriculture.

Thus, in the history of the Kazakh people, zhataks were”Kazakhs who ceased to migrate due to
the lack of livestock necessary for nomadic movements. The principal cause of zhatakism was the so-
called zhut — icy conditions occurring periodically in the steppe and impoverishing large segments
of the Kazakh population” (Vladimirskii, 1902: 39).

Another important characteristic of Kazakh zhatakism throughout its existence was that
zhataks, who were economically dependent on large livestock owners, received from them not land,
but draft and dairy livestock. As can be seen, the basis of this dependence was not land but livestock,
just as under the conditions of a fully nomadic economy. Thus, agriculture cannot be regarded as the
principal feature of zhatakism. Moreover, if one takes into account the enormous number of zhataks
— more than 100, 000 of whom resided in the Semipalatinsk Region — and compares this figure
with the amount of free land allocated for cultivation, which was practically nonexistent, engagement
in agriculture became extremely difficult.

According to Zh. O. Artykbaev, the term zhatak could be applied to all Kazakhs regardless of
whether they lived in the steppe, sought temporary employment in Russian peasant settlements, or
worked at industrial enterprises; their main distinguishing feature was their exclusion from the
nomadic system (Artykbaev, 2001: 94).

During the period under consideration, zhataks engaged in agricultural activities were divided
into steppe zhataks — those who lived in summer and autumn encampments and combined wage
labor with grain cultivation for personal consumption and sale, thereby acquiring the status of eginshi
(cultivator) — and village or urban zhataks, who were completely dispossessed of land and cultivated
plots rented from peasants or Cossacks. At the same time, as noted by G. E. Katanaev, during the
1890s Kazakh winter encampments located on Cossack lands underwent significant transformation:
temporary camps with scattered yurts gradually gave way to more permanent forms of settlement
consisting of dugouts and wooden buildings, often grouped into settlements resembling sedentary
villages in appearance (Katanaev, 1893b: 23). In relation to poor pastoralist sharua, the terms zharly
and kedei were also used (K voprosu..., 1994: 443).

S.E. Tolybekov argued that the reactionary nature of Tsarist policy manifested itself not in
encouraging the sedentarization of the Kazakh population, but rather in preventing it after the
completion of the incorporation of the Kazakh zhuzes into Russia, especially during the imperialist
period. The authorities even permitted the direct destruction of centers of settled life in order to
expand the land fund intended for peasants resettled from central Russia (Tolybekov, 1971: 457).

The colonial development of the Irtysh region, which subsequently affected the social structure
of the Kazakh population, began as early as the beginning of the eighteenth century. Between 1715
and 1720, five fortresses were constructed along the Irtysh River, thereby establishing the Irtysh
Military Line, which divided the Middle Zhuz into two parts. In the 1740s, the Irtysh Line was
considerably reinforced and turning the Irtysh River into a natural frontier and an obstacle preventing
the movement of Kazakhs to the right bank of the river.

The fall of Dzungaria led to a massive influx of Kazakh communities into the Irtysh region, as
they attempted to return to their former ancestral lands. However, this conflicted with the interests of
the Russian Empire, which sought to populate the right bank of the Irtysh with Cossacks and peasant
settlers and to create a kind of buffer zone between the Kazakhs and China, whose policy toward
Siberia was not always clear or predictable.

On January 31, 1755, a decree of the Military Collegium, signed by Empress Elizabeth Petrovna
and addressed to the Orenburg Governor 1. I. Neplyuev, prohibited Kazakhs from crossing to the right
bank of the Irtysh. In the mid-1760s, the Russian authorities took an unprecedented step in colonial
practice by creating a zone on the left bank of the Irtysh that was prohibited to Kazakh settlement and
use (HAOR. F. 67, Inv. 1, C. 3, P. 533-534). In 1854, the process of allocating land grants to Cossacks
and officers (30 desyatinas each) began both along the Irtysh Line and in the steppe stanitsas. Kazakhs
were permitted to use the lands of the Irtysh region only upon payment of a”repair duty” and later
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through rental payments. As a result, the Kazakhs were forced to pay for lands that had originally
belonged to them but were transferred by the government to the Cossack Host. The rental system in
the Irtysh region contributed to the emergence of large landowners and tenants. Many Kazakh
households were unable to withstand such conditions, as rental payments were constantly increased
by the Cossacks, which in turn became one of the sources behind the emergence of the zhataks.

Indeed, one of the motives behind the transition of the zhataks to agriculture was the desire to
retain their ancestral lands in the Irtysh region so that these territories would not be transferred to
Cossacks or peasant settlers. In essence, changes in the agricultural practices of the Kazakhs
represented a form of adaptation to altered historical conditions.

Particular attention should also be paid to the position of hired poor laborers within Kazakh
households. The labor of farmhands was widely employed during agricultural work. In such
arrangements, the bai provided the poor laborer with a plow, draft animals, and seed, while the latter
was obliged in return to cultivate a designated area of land and harvest crops for his employer. As
payment for this work, the laborer usually received only a small share of the harvest. Until the agreed
term of service had been completed, he could not unilaterally terminate the agreement. Alongside
hired workers, the bais also extensively exploited the unpaid labor of impoverished relatives and
qonsys.”In large households with numerous herds, the Kirghiz cannot manage without laborers. Some
of these are orphans raised in wealthy auls and poor relatives who settled with a wealthy man and
remained under his protection. The rest are hired from among poor individuals who possess no means
of supporting themselves and their families” (Chormanov, 1906: 23—24). Thus, bai households had
not yet severed their ties with clan collectives and were obliged to provide”kinship” assistance to
their fellow clansmen.

The condition of the zhataks was extremely difficult, as most struggled to find stable
employment due to a massive surplus of such impoverished labor. They were not always able to
secure work from large livestock owners”because of the constant surplus of poor people prepared to
serve wealthy Kirghiz not merely as workers but even as rightless laborers-slaves” (Katanaev, 1904:
20). For this reason, zhataks were forced by the dozens and hundreds to move toward Russian
settlements and offer their labor for next to nothing. They lived mostly in their own yurts, and only
rarely in specially constructed dark, dirty, and cramped quarters intended for them (Konshin, 1901:
102).

Based on the materials of G. E. Katanaev, it is possible to trace what subsequently happened to
these zhataks in most cases:

1. They restored their households, that is, acquired livestock again, the loss of which had
originally caused them to leave their aul; however, only a small number of them returned to their
native communities.

2. They attached themselves to nearby Kazakh winter encampments located on the same
Cossack yurt allotments (on the right bank of the Irtysh and within the ten-verst border zone), entering
into kinship relations with their inhabitants.

3. They restored their households but remained permanently near the same Cossack stanitsas
and peasant settlements as annual laborers and miscellaneous workers. As a rule, they earned their
livelihood by working as coachmen, carriers, messengers, petty traders, and in other similar
occupations.

4. Zhataks were incorporated into the Cossack and petty-bourgeois estates as so-
called”godsons” and”foster dependents.”

5. The emergence of so-called”’hereditary” zhataks, namely those who”’could point not only to
fathers and grandfathers, but even great-grandfathers who had known no other way of life except
zhatakism” (Katanaev, 1904: 21).

It may also be added that among the zhataks who settled near urban centers there were some
prosperous individuals who,”establishing respectable houses, imitated in many respects the tastes and
domestic arrangements of urban life” (Kirgizy—zhataki, 1897: 314-321).

It is noteworthy that impoverished Kazakhs migrated to the Irtysh region not only from
volosts and uyezds situated near Russian settlements, but also from distant areas such as Bayanaul,
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Karkaraly, Akmola, and the inner lands of His Majesty*“s Cabinet. This led to a situation in which the
number of zhataks in the stanitsas of Semipalatinsk and Pavlodar Uyezds was nearly equal to the
combined number in all the remaining uyezds of the Semipalatinsk and Akmola Regions taken
together (Katanaev, 1904: 20).

Kazakhs constrained in their pasturelands by government land surveys, not yet accustomed to
shortened migration routes and a semi-sedentary way of life, or completely ruined by zhuts, moved
toward the frontier line in the hope of improving their economic condition through wage labor
(Apollova, 1976: 156).

The most widespread form of employment was wage labor for the Cossacks of the Irtysh region,
Russian commoners, and townspeople residing in Cossack settlements and urban centers.

The extent of the development of wage labor may be judged from the growth of crafts and
occupations in Pavlodar Uezd at the end of the nineteenth century:

Types of Occupations Number of Households Income (rubles)
carting and transportation services 184 17950
timber industry / forestry work 194 5000
fishing 28 760
tar production 20 820
trapping and hunting 62 1080
coal trade / coal sale 35 750

Table 1 — Development of Crafts and Occupations in Pavlodar Uezd (Sbornik statei..., 1899: 121-127)

There existed various categories of laborers, types of work, and forms of remuneration. The
most common were the following:

1. A winter laborer received payment of 20 rubles, in addition to the employers food
provisions and winter clothing (lopot*), consisting of a sheepskin coat, trousers, mittens, and boots.

2. A worker employed during the spring agricultural season received 10 rubles, along with the
employer*s food provisions, a camisole, a pair of boots, and one set of underwear.

3. A worker employed during the haymaking season received from 17 to 20 rubles, together
with the employer“s food provisions and one set of underwear.

4. For harvesting grain, workers received from 5 to 8 rubles, along with food and clothing
provided by the employer.

5. Annual laborers received from 50 to 70 rubles, food provisions, and a double set of the
employers lopot“. Such workers were employed not by ordinary Cossacks but by more prosperous
ones who, in addition to their own meadow and land shares, purchased supplementary plots.

Very often, in order to reduce the cost of hired labor, employers resorted to the system of
advance payments (zadatki) for future work. This system proved to be highly viable and convenient
for employers, since Kazakhs were in constant need of money to pay the kibitka tax and other
obligations. It should also be noted that this practice was employed both by Cossacks and by wealthy
Kazakhs (Katanaev, 1904: 53).

N. Konshin noted that impoverished Kazakhs, unable to find employment in the auls, left for
Russian villages and declared:”For poor Kazakhs, life among the Russians is still better.” At the same
time, he pointed out that these poor laborers were indebted to the Russian Cossacks, with debts
allegedly reaching 50—100 rubles (Pamyatnaya knizhka..., 1901: 59).

¥



Asian Journal ”Steppe Panorama” 2026. 13 (3)

Another equally important source of income for the Kazakhs of the Irtysh region was cart
transportation. Passenger and postal transportation were almost entirely controlled by the Cossacks,
while Kazakhs worked mainly as coachmen.

The Irtysh Cossack Line was traversed by the only postal and commercial route connecting
Omsk, the transshipment center of the Siberian Road, with Pavlodar, Semipalatinsk, Ust-
Kamenogorsk, Zaisan, the Koyandy Fair, and Semirechye.

Naturally, the loading and unloading of goods, as well as cart transportation, with only minor
exceptions, were carried out by Kazakhs and Tatars, who constituted the principal labor force in this
sphere. For example, near Pavlodar there were auls whose inhabitants subsisted primarily through
cart transportation work.

It is practically impossible to determine the exact number of people employed in such
occupations. One can only identify the places where these workers were concentrated, the types of
work they performed, and the approximate rates of payment (Katanaev, 1904: 55-56). The overall
picture was as follows:

1. The winter transport of goods from Pavlodar to Semipalatinsk cost 30 kopecks per pood of
cargo, while the return journey cost 18-20 kopecks per pood.

2. The winter transport of goods from Pavlodar to Omsk cost 30—40 kopecks per pood, while
the return journey cost 20 kopecks.

3. Loading and unloading goods, as well as Koryakov salt, in Cherlak, Osmoryzhsk,
Peschanoe, Chernoyarsk, Pavlodar, Semiyarsk, Dolon, and Semipalatinsk brought workers from
40-50 to 60 kopecks per day.

4. Kazakhs from the Urukovskaya and Altybaevskaya volosts transported salt from Lake
Koryakov to the pier at the settlement of Chernoyarsk and received from 20 to 30 rubles for every
thousand poods transported.

5. Near the stanitsas of Semiyarsk and Dolon, Kazakhs were employed as woodcutters in state
and military forest allotments, supplying timber and firewood floated down the Irtysh to Pavlodar and
Omsk; they also worked as raftmen.

6. They were employed as woodcutters on yurt allotments.

7. They were hired as raftmen and log floaters transporting timber downstream along the
Irtysh to Omsk. These same workers also loaded alabaster, clay, lime, and flagstone extracted along
the banks of the Irtysh near Dolon Stanitsa onto rafts and floated these materials downstream to meet
the annual needs of the cities of Omsk, Pavlodar, and the lower stanitsas.

According to the information provided by G. V. Kolmagorov, some zhataks employed in the
households of prosperous Cossacks of the Irtysh Line received from 20 to 50 silver rubles per year.
A capable worker could earn from 20 to 30 rubles on the Line during the three-month period from
July to September (Kolmagorov, 1855: 5-6). However, on average, a hired laborer received from
6 to 25 rubles for annual work. Daily wages for agricultural labor, particularly during haymaking, did
not exceed 25-30 silver kopecks (Istoriya KazSSR, 1957: 309-310).

According to G. E. Katanaev, the conditions of employment appeared highly advantageous,
and a Kazakh”could nowhere find such comparatively easy and profitable earnings as with the
Cossack” (Katanaev, 1904: 22). In reality, however, these seemingly attractive terms of employment
effectively turned into a form of bondage: not only the worker himself, but all members of his
family were compelled to labor tirelessly for the employer (Apollova, 1976: 158). The hiring of
zhataks was a widespread phenomenon. Archival records state that”for agricultural and livestock
work, as well as for domestic service and household maintenance, all prosperous Cossacks hire
several Kirghiz from among those nomadizing along the Line. Cossacks of moderate means, and even
poor ones, hire at least one Kirghiz” (HAOR. F. 366, Inv. 1, C. 237, P. 21-29).

These observations are confirmed by G.E. Katanaev, who wrote that”all even somewhat
enterprising Cossacks ... even those lacking spare money, always resort to cheap laborers from
among the Kirghiz, at least during the busy agricultural season” (Katanaev, 1893b: 20-21). From
time to time, the Military Chancellery attempted to curb the concentration of impoverished Kazakhs
along the Line. However, the Cossacks persistently sought access to cheap labor. Consequently, on
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August 12, 1820, a Tsarist decree was issued regulating the hiring of impoverished laborers.
All supervision over labor contracts was transferred to the Military Chancellery, while employers
were made responsible for their workers. Poor Kazakhs were permitted to be hired only through
temporary personalized permits issued by the Military Chancellery. Employers paid for these permits
according to the following scale: a permit for an annual worker cost 6 rubles, for a four-month worker
2 rubles, and for a monthly worker 50 kopecks. If the term of employment was extended, the
employer was required to purchase a new permit. Kazakhs without permits were escorted back to the
steppe under the supervision of interpreters (Kazakhsko—russkie otnosheniya..., 1964: 187—188).

The attempt to introduce a registration system for Kazakh seasonal laborers through the
issuance of permits reflected a particular direction of government social policy. With the introduction
of the kibitka tax in 1847, the authorities sought to organize the registration of the Kazakh population.
Departure to the Line meant removal from the taxable population, which was disadvantageous for
the Tsarist treasury. By the mid-nineteenth century, when the migration of impoverished Kazakhs to
the Line had become a mass phenomenon and the supply of cheap labor exceeded demand, the
established permit regulations were frequently violated. Cossacks were unwilling to pay a 6-ruble fee
for a worker who could be hired for a year for only 4 rubles.

In an attempt to regulate the movement of poor Kazakhs to the Line, the administration
entrusted the issuance of permits (“certificates of approval”) to clan elders, who were required to
provide them to departing laborers. The permit thus became both authorization to leave the aul and a
form of passport. While organizing control over the migration of Kazakhs, the Line administration
nevertheless permitted departures without permits during the haymaking and harvest seasons.
Kazakhs worked in Cossack households on the basis of oral agreements, without formal written
contracts, and therefore had no possibility of presenting claims against their employers. In this way,
the hiring and everyday labor of impoverished Kazakhs increasingly turned into a form of bondage.
Cossacks frequently concealed expired permits in order to avoid paying fines (Apollova, 1976: 159).

Such a situation, namely the necessity for the Cossacks on the one hand to pay permit fees and
on the other hand the low productivity of Cossack fields cultivated by Kazakh laborers, according to
N. Apollova, should logically have pushed the Cossacks toward equipping their farms with
agricultural machinery (Apollova, 1976: 160). For example, a comparison between Pavlodar and
Semipalatinsk Uyezds and the Akmola Region demonstrates that in the latter, manual labor gradually
began to be replaced not by hired workers but by the purchase of agricultural machinery, especially
mowing and harvesting machines, despite their high cost. According to G. E. Katanaev, the spread of
machinery was destined to transform”the entire structure of agricultural life,” and he envisioned the
following possible impact of technology: a worker, in this case a Cossack, would undertake to mow
all the grass on a Kazakh*s land with his machine on the condition that one half of the harvested hay
would go to the Cossack while the other half would remain with the Kazakh. Although Katanaev
considered this unlikely in the immediate future, he believed that eventually”’the Cossacks ... would
come to the conclusion that, despite the competition of the Kirghiz with machines, it would be more
profitable for them to mow their hayfields with machines and sell the resulting hay for money to those
same Kirghiz, rather than lease the fields out on a sharecropping basis” (Katanaev, 1904: 46).

The introduction of agricultural technology was undoubtedly a progressive phenomenon.
However, it should be emphasized that the purchase of machinery in the Akmola Region was caused
by a shortage of labor. An entirely different situation prevailed in the Irtysh region.

The surplus labor force consisting of impoverished Kazakhs, who arrived along the Line in
large groups and offered their labor cheaply, eliminated any need for Cossack officers or stanitsa
leaders to concern themselves with improving agricultural technology or farming implements. On the
fertile black-earth lands of the Siberian Line, the dominant system was fallow agriculture, with
cultivation returning to previously used fields after five or six years. The fields were not fertilized,
plowing was carried out with wooden plows, harvesting with sickles, and threshing with flails and
horses (Kazakhsko—russkie otnosheniya..., 1964: 104—105). Under such conditions, the commodity-
oriented farms of prosperous Cossacks regarded the cheap labor of the zhataks as more profitable,
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since machinery and its transportation were expensive, while there was no one capable of repairing it
in case of breakdown (Apollova, 1976: 157—-158).

Moreover, according to officials who had the opportunity to observe the lives of Kazakh
seasonal laborers, they were distinguished by their”diligence, sobriety, tirelessness, and cheapness”
(Krasovskii, 1868a: 214).

The number of impoverished Kazakhs who left for seasonal work between 1857 and 1862 may
be judged from data concerning the three districts of the Region of the Siberian Kazakhs:

District 1857 1860 1861 1862
Bayanaul District 787 813 925 1228
Kokchetav District 2189 2898 2729 3253
Atbasar District - 219 297 379

Table 2 — Number of Zhataks in the Region of the Siberian Kazakhs from 1857 to 1862 (Krasovskii, 1868b: 145)

Subsequently, the number of zhataks continued to increase. Thus, during the 1880s and 1890s,
their number in the Semipalatinsk Region reached 18, 000-25, 000 people (Obzor..., 1887: 26-27,;
Obzor..., 1895: 17-18; Obzor..., 1898: 30).

The exact number of zhataks is difficult to determine. G. E. Katanaev classified as zhataks
one-tenth of the Kazakhs living in the area of the Cossack yurt allotments in the Semipalatinsk
Region, three-quarters of the Kazakhs residing in settlements of the Akmola Region, and all Kazakhs
living in the Cossack settlements of the Biysk Line. According to his general calculations for
1899-1900, this amounted to 285 persons of both sexes on the Biysk Line, 2, 936 in the Semipalatinsk
Region, and 2, 403 in the Akmola Region, for a total of up to 5, 500 persons of both sexes
(Katanaev, 1904: 22). Evidently, these figures were significantly lower than the official data provided
by the Semipalatinsk authorities.

Let us attempt to determine the approximate number of hired workers using Pavlodar Uezd as
an example. For this purpose, it is necessary to know the number of households employing workers
and the sums spent on labor. According to G. E. Katanaev, one-quarter of Cossack households
employed one annual laborer with wages amounting to 60 rubles, which represented approximately
557 households and, consequently, 557 workers. Half of the households were compelled to employ
laborers for half a year, during the winter or the busy agricultural season, paying each worker about
25 rubles; again, we assume one worker per household, although in reality there were often more.
The total earnings of such Kazakh laborers amounted to approximately 27, 580 rubles, which suggests
around 1, 103 hired workers. Approximately the same number existed in Omsk, Ust-Kamenogorsk,
and Semipalatinsk Uyezds. It must also be taken into account that, independently of the Cossacks,
the close proximity of Kazakhs living on Cossack allotments led Russian commoners, petty bourgeois
townspeople, merchants, and others residing in settlements and towns to hire these Kazakhs as well
(Katanaev, 1904: 53—54). Consequently, the actual figure was considerably higher.

Gradually breaking away from their aul economy, masses of seasonal laborers in search of
employment offered their labor not only to prosperous settlers but also to the owners of various
handicraft and industrial enterprises. With the further development of industry and the growing
number of ruined households, the economic ties of these seasonal workers with their aul relatives
became increasingly fragile. In essence, one can observe the initial process of the formation of a local
labor force. This new phenomenon was also noted by contemporaries:”Having lost their livestock
and vast meadowlands, they are abandoning pastoralism and leaving the steppe in enormous masses.
Unable to turn to agriculture or engage in any independent branches of industrial labor, these
former nomads appear on the labor market as workers “free* as birds and capable of performing any
kind of heavy labor. There is now an excess supply of laborers willing to sell themselves for next
to nothing; they have emerged at the cost of the ruin of two million Kirghiz people. In the steppe,
rich in natural resources, a worker has been created, a proletariat formed from the nomadic population
deprived of livestock” (Sud“by..., 1889: 2).

At the same time, seasonal laborers from Kazakh auls worked not only within their own uyezds
and regions. In search of earnings, they traveled far beyond their native lands. Thousands of Kazakhs
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flocked to mines and industrial enterprises in neighboring Russian provinces, particularly Tomsk and
Tobolsk Provinces. Furthermore, the Review of the Semipalatinsk Region for 1894 noted that:
”The Semipalatinsk Kirghiz, owing to the city of Semipalatinsk, where there was always a demand
for labor and where workers were well paid, had already become accustomed to life outside the
steppe. Being the first to learn about the recruitment of laborers for the construction of the Siberian
Railway, attracted by good wages, they headed there for employment, exchanging the life of a steppe
nomad or cultivator” (Obzor..., 1895: 17-18).

Later, in 1895, around two thousand Kazakhs from Pavlodar Uezd of the Semipalatinsk
Region departed to work on the construction of the railway line toward the Yenisei River at the Taiga
station. Near Achinsk in 1895, more than 2, 500 Kazakh laborers from the northeastern regions of
Kazakhstan were employed in the construction of the Middle Siberian section of the railway
(Sibirskaya khronika, 1895: 1-2).

Overall, characterizing the development of the Irtysh region and the ten-verst border zone, one
can observe significant changes in the social environment of the Kazakhs, expressed in the emergence
of a large number of zhataks — people excluded from the nomadic system. They were compelled to
seek employment from Cossacks, bais, and peasants, with some becoming dependent laborers,
while others adapted to the new conditions and became part of the emerging market relations.

Conclusion. The social transformations that took place in the Irtysh region and the Irtysh ten-
verst border zone in the second half of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries were closely
connected with the colonial policy of the Russian Empire, the reduction of nomadic territories, and
the growing influence of market relations. These processes contributed to the destruction of the
traditional nomadic economy and to the formation of a significant stratum of zhataks among the
Kazakh population.

The study demonstrates that impoverishment, zhuts, restrictions on migration routes, and social
stratification became the principal factors behind the growth of zhatakism and the spread of wage
labor. A considerable proportion of the Kazakh poor became integrated into the economic system of
Cossack, peasant, and bai households, while others were drawn into seasonal labor migration and
industrial employment beyond the region.

The development of hired labor in the Irtysh region reflected the gradual incorporation of the
Kazakh population into new socio-economic relations and the emergence of early forms of a local
labor market. At the same time, the abundance of cheap labor slowed technological modernization in
agriculture and strengthened the dependent position of Kazakh workers. Overall, zhatakism became
one of the key manifestations of the social transformation of Kazakh society during the colonial
period.
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