Asian Journal
"STEPPE PANORAMA”™

e

ISSN 313




Asian Journal ”’Steppe Panorama” 2026. 13 (4)

ISSN 3135-8055 (online)
Kypoviimatiweicol gicone odacnaeepi: Kazakcran Pecmybnmukackl FeiibiM KoHE JKOFapbl OLTIM

muHHCTpiiri Feutbiv komuteti L. 1. YonuxanoB ateiHnarsl Tapux jKoHE STHOJOTHUS WHCTUTYTHI
IDKK PMK

Foutbetmu  xypran Kazakcran PecmyOnukacel MHBecTHIMsIIAp JKOHE JaMy MUHHCTPIITiHIH
Baiinanpic, akmapaTrTaHaplpy koHe akmapat komurterinae 2025 x. 5 coyipne TipkenreH. Tipkey
Hemipi Ne KZ91VPY00116246. XpuisiHa 6 peT xapusiiaHaabl (SJICKTPOH/IBI HYCKAA).

}KypHaJI)]a TapuX ¥bUILIMBIHBIH Keneci 6a8blmmapbl OOMBIHIIIA FHUIBIMHA KYMBICTApP XKapusajlaHaabl:
Tapux, 3THOJIOT'UA.

Kapusnanvim mindepi: Ka3ak, OpbIC, aFbUIIIBIH.

Peoaxyus men 6acnanviy mexen-sicaiivi:

050010 Kazakcran Pecryomukacer, Anmartsl K., [lleBuerko kerr., 28-yi

KP I7KbM 'K III. III. YonuxanoB areiaaars! Tapux sxoHe 3THONOrNa nHCTUTYTHI [IDKK PMK
Ten.: +7 (727) 261-67-19, +7 (727) 272-47-59

XKypnan caiiter: https://ajspiie.com

© M. I1I. YonuxaHOB aThIHAAFBI TapuX KoHE 3THOJOTHS HHCTHTYTHI 2026
© Astopunap yxbiMbl, 2026


https://ajspiie.com/

Asian Journal ”Steppe Panorama” 2026. 13 (4)

BAC PEJAKTOP
KaobuimunoB 3usibek EpmykaHyabl — Tapux FBUIBIMAAPBIHBIH JOKTOpPBI, mpodeccop, KP ¥FA akamemwuri, KP
F2XBM FKIIL 1. YonuxaHOB aTbIHIAFEI Tapux xkoHE 3THOJIOTHS HHCTUTYTHIHEIH 0ac qupekTophl. (Kazakcran)

BAC PEJAKTOP/bIH OPBIHEACAPBI
Kenrnz Ammnama3 — QUIONOrus FHUIBIMIAPBIHBIH JIOKTOPHI, Tpodeccop, TypKoior-raasiM, bypca VYmyaar
Yuusepcurertinig npodeccops! (bypca k., Typkus Peciyonnkacsr)

PEJAKIUSAJBIK AJIKA
Asiran Bypkit6aii Feamanynsl — tapux FeUIBIMAAPBIHBIH JA0KTOpPHI, npodeccop, KP FIKBEM FK Mewmieker Tapuxsi
WHCTUTYTHI AUPEKTOPLIHBIH opbiHOacaps! (Ka3akcran)
90i1 Epxin AMaH:KoIyJIbI — TapuX FHUIBIMIIAPBIHBIH JOKTOPHI, Tpodeccop. (Kazakcran)
Oaimbaii Hypcan — Tapux FbUIBIMAAPBIHBIH KaHmunatel, npodeccop, II. III. Yonuxanos areiHparel Tapux sxoHe
STHOJIOTUSIMHCTUTYTHIHBIH 0ac FeUTBIMEU KbI3MeTKepi. (Kazakcran)
Bepuep Kynthua (Werner Cynthia) — tapux rbeutbIMIapbIHbIH TOKTOPSI, podeccop, Texac yausepcureti. (AKLL).
Ionpen Kotrn Crpomaiin (Kathie Stromile Golden) — PhD, Muccucunu eHipilik MEMJIEKETTIK YHHBEPCHUTETI
(Mississippi Valley State University) (AKII)
Kapken Aiiryn MouikKbI3bI - Tapux FhUIBIMAAPBIHBIH J0KTOphl, JL.H. I'ymuneB ateinmarsl Eypasust ¥ATThIK
yHUBepcuTeTiHiH npodeccopsl (Kazakcran)
KapidaeB bepexer BakbIT:kaHY/IBI — TApUX FHUIBIMAAPBIHBIH JOKTOPHIL, podeccop, KP ¥FA akanemuri, On-dapadu
aTbiHIarbl Ka3ak ynTTeik yHU BepcuTeTi, «Kazakcran Tapuxbi» kadenpackiHblH MeHrepyiici (Kazakcran)
KoxxamikapoBa [lapusi IlepHemKbI3bl — Tapux FhUIBIMIAPBIHBIH JOKTOPHI, Tpodeccop, KP ¥FA akagemuri.
(Kazakcran)
Keke6aeBa I'ymkayhap KakeHKbI3bI — Tapux FBUIBIMAAPBIHBIH JIOKTOPBI, Tipodeccop, On-Dapadu ateinaarel Kazax
yitThIK yHuBepcureTi. (Ka3akcran)
KemexoB bonar Emmvyxameayiibl — Tapux FbUIBIMAAPBIHBIH IOKTOPHI, podeccop, KP ¥FA akapemuri, On-dapadu
aTbiHIarel Kazak YITTBIK YHUBepCHTETI XajbIKapalblK KbINMIIAKTAHY HHCTUTYTHIHBIH aupekTopbl, JL.H. ['ymunes
aTbIHarbl Eypa3us yATThIK yHUBepcuTeTiHIH npodeccopsl (Kazakcran)
Moppucon Anexcanap (Morrison Alexander) — PhD, Oxcdopn ynuBepcuretiniz npodeccopsl. (¥ apiOpuranus)
MymunoB Amipéek Kyp6anyiabl — Tapux FbUIBIMAAPBIHBIH JOKTOPBI, mpodeccop, Vcnam Tapuxbl, eHep KoHe
MOJICHUETFBITBIMU-3€PTTEY OPTaIBIFBIHBIH aFa FeUTbIME KbisMeTkepi IRCICA — Islam Tarih, Sanat ve Kiiltiir Arastirma
Merkezi. (Typkusi)
Pumanrac Keasuc (Zelvys Rimantas) — Tapux FeUIBIMAAPBIHBIH JTOKTOPHI, mpodeccop, BHUIBHIOC Mmenarornkaibik
yHuBepcurerti. (Jluta)
CaouroB Kakcbuiblk Mypatyasl — PhD, Xombl ¥nbicblH 3epjeiiey FbUIBIMH WHCTHTYTBIHBIH JUPEKTODBI
(Kazaxkcran)
Camamen 3aiinoyiia CamMamnyisl — apXeoJyior, TapuX FHUIBIMIAPBIHBIH JOKTOpHL, mpodeccop, I'epman apxeomorus
UHCTUTYTHIHBIH KOpp.-Mmyiieci. KP F2KBM FK ©. Maprynan ateinaarsr Apxeonorust HHCTHTYTHI. (KazakcTan)
CmarysioB Opa3zak CMaryIyjibl — TapuX FhUIBIMIAPBIHBIH JOKTOPHI, podeccop, KP ¥FA akanemuri, bonon FeuibiM
aKaJeMUACHIHBIH Kopp. -My1ueci, 1. 1. YonuxaHoB aTeIHOAFb! CHIAIBIKTBIH JaypeaThl, FUIBIM MEH TEeXHUKAHBIH eHOCK
ci”ipres kaiipatkepi, JI. H. l'ymuneB ateingarsl Eypasus yatTeiK yHuBepcuTeTiHiH npodeccopsl. (Kazakcran)
CriapikoB Epnan Batramynbl — Tapux FBUTBIMIAPBIHBIH TOKTOPHL, mpodeccop, JLH. I'ymunes ateiamarsr Eypasus
YITTBHIK YHUBEpCUTETiHIH pekTopsl (Kazakcran)
TaiimaramOeToB 7Koken Ko:kaxmeTyabl — Tapux FRUIBIMAAPBIHBIH JOKTOPHL, mpodeccop, KP ¥FA akamemuri, KP
¥Yoarteik Myseiti. (Kazakcran)
Tomoxuko Ysama — PhD, Xokkaiino yHusepcureriniy CnaBsiH xoHe Eypasusuiblk 3epTTeyiep OpTalbIFbIHBIH
npodeccopst (PKarnonust)
Sn Y. Kamn6ena (Ian W. Campbell) — PhD, Kanudopuust yausepcureriniy mpodeccopst (AKIL)

KAYAIITBI PEJAKTOP
Kauno6aeBa Aiinaryi Toaran0aiKbI3bl — TapuX FBUTBIMIAPBIHBIH KaHIUIATH, KAYBIMAACTRIPBUIFAH IIpodeccop,
. III. YonuxaHoB aThIHAAFEl Tapyx *KoHE STHOIOTUS HHCTUTYTHIHBIH XKETEKIIl FRUIBIMU Kbi3MeTkepi. (KazakcTan)

FbLUIBIMHA PEJAKTOPJIAP
KanaeBa Aiiskan ToKaHKbI3bl — TapuX FBUIBIMAAPBIHBIH JOKTOPHI, Tpodeccop, L. III. YormmxaHOB aTBIHIAFHI
Tapux KoHEITHOJIOTHS HHCTUTYTHIHBIH bac FeuteiMu Kei3MeTkepi. (Kazakcran)
Yepuuenko Mpuna bopucoBHa — Tapyux FeUIBIMIAPHIHBIH KaHIUIATEI, JOIEHT, aFa FHUIBIMHU KbI3METKED
[I.III. YonuxaHoB aTeIHAAFEI Tapux »KoHE 3THONOTHS MHCTUTYTHIHBIH (Kasakcran)

PEJAKTOP
Ky6ee Pycrem Kaynpidaiiyabsl — L. [1I. YonuxanoB aTeiHAars! Tapux >koHE 3THOJOTHS WHCTUTYTHIHBIH FBUIBIMA
kpi3Metkepi. (Kazakcran)



Asian Journal ”’Steppe Panorama” 2026. 13 (4)

TEXHUKAJIBIK XATIIbI
Ar3am Paiibimex P3adexynnl — 111 1. YonuxanoB atsianarsl Tapux jkoHE STHOJOTHMS MHCTUTYTHIHBIH KBI3METKEDI,
maructp (Kazakcran)
Bypxanos Bbumypax Baaputamnyner — wmaructp, LI, II. YomuxanoB ateiHparel Tapux »KoHE 3THOJNOTUSA
WHCTHUTYTHIHBIH FRUTEIMU KbI3MeTKepi. (Ka3akcraH).



Asian Journal ”’Steppe Panorama” 2026. 13 (4)

ISSN 3135-8055 (online)
Yupeoumenwv u uzoamens: PUIl na IIXB «MHCcTUTYT NcTOpuu U 3THONIoTHH M. Y. Y. Banuxanosa»
Komutera Hayku MuHHCTEpCTBa HAYKH | BhICIIEro oopa3oBanus Pecybnuku Kasaxcran

Hayunbrii sxypHan 3apeructpupoBan B Komutere cBsizu, uHpopMaTH3anmmu W HHPOPMAIUH
MuHHCTEpCTBA TO WHBECTHLMSAM U pa3Butuio PecnyOmmkm Kaszaxcran, CBHIETENBCTBO O
perucTpanuu:

Ne KZ91VPY 00116246 ot 03. 04. 2025 r. ITyonmukyetcs 6 pa3a B roj (B 2JIGKTPOHHOM (Gopmare).

B xypHane myOnuKyIOTCS HaydHBIE PaOOTHI 10 CledyIouWUM HANPAasieHusM ACTOPHUECKON HAYKH:
HCTOPUSI, ITHOJIOTHUS.

A3viku nyboaukayuu: Ka3axcKuil, pycCKUi, aHTJINHCKUH.

Adpec pedakyuu u uzoamenbcmea:

050010 Pecnyonmka Ka3axcras, r. Anmarsl, yi. llleBuenko, 1. 28

PI'TI na [IXB UucTuTyT uicropun u stHOon0ruu uM. Y. Y. Banuxanosa KH MHBO PK
Ten.: +7 (727) 261-67-19, +7 (727) 272-47-59

Caiit xypHana: https://ajspiie.com

© Uuctutyt ucropuu u dTHONOTHH MMeHu Y. Y. Banmxanosa, 2026
© Komnnexrtus aBropos, 2026


https://ajspiie.com/

Asian Journal ”Steppe Panorama” 2026. 13 (4)

I'JIABHBII PEJJAKTOP
Kaoynabaunos 3usabex EpmyxaHoBu4 — JOKTOp MCTOpHYECKHX HayK, podeccop, akanemuk HAH PK, renepanbubiii
mupektop MHuctutyra ucropuu u stHONorun uM. Y. Y. Banmuxanosa KH MHBO PK. (Kazaxcran)

3AMECTHUTEJIb I'VTABHOT'O PEJAKTOPA
Kenruz Anmnamas — gokTop (HUIOIOTHYECKUX HayK, mIpodeccop, Tropkonor-yuénsiii, npodeccop Bypca Yiynmar
VYuusepcurer (1. bypca, Typeukas Pecnyomnka)

PEJAKIIMOHHAS KOJUIET U
Aouns EpkuH AMaHK0JIOBHY — JIOKTOP MCTOPHYCCKUX Hayk, mpodeccop (Kazaxcran)
Anum6aii Hypcan — xaHauaaT UCTOpHYeCKHX HayK, mpodeccop, IMaBHBIM HaydHbI cOTpynHUK MHCTHTYTa neropun
uwatHONoruu uM. Y. Y. Banuxanoa. (Ka3zaxcran)
AumpoB AnxamMikoH A3nM0aeBHY — JIOKTOP MCTOPHYECKHX HayK, mpodeccop, 3aBeayronuii LleHTpoM 3THONOrMN 1
aHTpornonoruu MuctuTyTa ncropun Akanemun Hayk Pecriyonuku V306ekucras. (Y30ekucraH)
Bepuep Cunrtus (Werner, Cynthia) — mokrop ucropuueckux Hayk, npodeccop. Texacckuit yausepcurert. (CILIA)
TIoapen Katrn Crpomaiin (Kathie Stromile Golden) — PhD, I'ocynapcTBeHHBIH yHUBEpCHTET NOIWHBI MUCCHUCHITI
(Mississippi Valley State University) (CLLA)
Haiinep Anexcanap (Diener Alexander) — ToKTOp CTOpUYECKUX HayK, mpodeccop. Kanzacckuit ynuepcuter (CLLIA)
7Kapken Aliryja» MaaukoBHA — JOKTOP HCTOPUUECKHUX HAyK, Mpodeccop EBpazuiickoro HaloHaIsHOTO yHHUBEpCUTETa
um. JI. H. I'ymunéra. (Kazaxcran)
HcmarynoB Opazak McMaryaoBHY — JOKTOp MCTOPHYECKHX Hayk, mpodeccop, akanemuk HAH PK, unen-kopp.
bonoHckoll akagemuu Hayk, naypear mpemun uMm. Y. Y. BamuxaHoBa, 3aciyXKeHHBIH JeATelb HayKH M TEXHUKH,
npogeccop EBpasuiickoro HaumonansHoro yausepcurera umenu JI. H. I'ymunesa. (Kazaxcran)
Kapu6aeB bepeker baxbIT:kaHOBHY — JIOKTOp MCTOPUYECKHX Hayk, mpodeccop, akanemuk HAH PK, 3aBemxyrommii
kagenpoii ucropun Kazaxcrana, Kazaxckuii HalimoHanbHbIi yHUBepcuTeT nMeHH anb-Dapabu (Kazaxcran)
KoxxamikapoBa lapbst [lepHenioBHa — JOKTOp UCTOPUYECKUX Hayk, podeccop, akanemuk HAH PK (Kazaxcran)
Koxxuposa Cpetsiana bBacueBHa — TOKTOp ONUTHYECKHX HAYK, podeccop, conupextop LienTpa uccnenopanus Kuras
u HenrpansHoit A3un @ynansckoro Yuausepcutera 1 MHK «Acrtanay, pykoBoauTens LleHTpa KUTaWCKUX U a3UATCKUX
uccnenoBanuil (Kazaxcran)
KokedaeBa I'yab:kayxap KakeHoBHa — JOKTOp HMCTOPHYECKHX Hayk, npogeccop Kazaxckoro HanMOHalIbHOTO
yHuBepcurera uMeHu Anb @apabu. (Kazaxcran)
KymexoB Bogar Emmyxam0eToBH4 — JOKTOp HCTOPMYECKHX Hayk, mpodeccop, akagemuk HAH PK, mupexrop
MeXIyHapoJHOIO HMHCTUTYTa KHITYakoBedeHHs Ka3aXCKoro HalMOHAJIBHOTO YHHBEpCHTETa HMEHH anb-Dapaldu,
npodeccop EBpasuiickoro HanmoHanbHoro yuusepcurera umenu JI.H. I'ymunesa (Kazaxcran)
MartbikanoB Ken:xexan CiisiMskaHoBHY — JIOKTOp (ritonorndeckux Hayk, npodeccop, wi.-kopp. HAH PK, nupekrop
WuctutyTa nurepaTyphl U UCKyccTBa nMeHH M. AyazoBa (Kaszaxcran)
Moppucon Anexcanap (Morrison Alexander) — PhD, npodeccop Okcdopnckoro yausepcurera. (Bemukodopuranmst)
MymunoB Aumpéek Kyp6aHoBHY — JIOKTOp HCTOPUYECKHX HaykK, mpodeccop, CTapIluii HAYYHBIH COTPYAHHK
HccrenoBaTebCKoro IIeHTpa MCIaMCKOM MCTOpHH, UcKyccTBa M KynbTyphl. IRCICA — Islam Tarih, Sanat ve Kultir
ArastirmaMerkezi. (Typrus)
Pumantac JKensue (Zelvys Rimantas) — 0KkTop Temarormdeckux Hayk, mpodeccop, BHibHIOCCKHIT
nefarormdeckuitynuBepcuret. (Jlursa)
Ca6uroB Kakcbuibik MypaToBuu - PhD, nupekrop HaydHOro nHcturyta usydeHus Ynyca Jxyun (Kasaxcran)
CriapikoB Epnan BaTrameBuy — T0KTOp HCTOPHYECKUX HAYK, podeccop, akanemMuk HAH PK, pexrop EBpazwuiickoro
HaIoHansHOro yHuBepcutera mvenu JI.H. ['ymunesa (Kazaxcran)
TaiimaramOeTroB 7Kaken KoikaxmMeToBHY — J[OKTOp HCTOPHMYECKHX HayK, mpodeccop, akagemuk HAH PK,
Hammonansnsrit myseit PK. (Kasaxcran)
Tomoxuko Ysama — PhD, mpodeccop Llentpa crnaBsiHO-eBpa3uiickux uccieqoBaHuii XOKKaHICKOro YHUBEPCHTETA
(Amonmst)
SAn Kamnoenn (Ian W. Campbell) — PhD, mpodeccop Kampoprmiickoro yausepcurera (CILIA)

OTBETCTBEHHBII PEJJAKTOP
Kaun6aeBa Aiinaryias Tojran6aeBHa — KaHINUAAT HCTOPHYECKUX HAYK, BEIYIIHHA HayJIHBIA COTpynHUK WHCTHTYTA
ucropuu u 3tHONOorny uM. Y. Y. Banmxanosa. (Kazaxcran)

HAYYHBIE PEJAKTOPBI
KanaeBa Aiixxan TokaHOBHa — JIOKTOp MCTOPHYECKHX HayK, mpodeccop, IIaBHbIA HaydHbIH coTpyaHuk MHcTuryTta
ucropunu dTHONOrMH UM. Y. Y. Bamnxanosa. (Ka3axcran).
Yepuuenko Upnna bopucoBHa — xaHAWAAT HCTOPUYECKUX HAYK, JOLEHT, CTApIIN Hay4HBI cOTpyaHHUK MHCTHTYyTA
ucropuu u dTHONOruu M. Y. Y. Banmxanosa (Kazaxcran)



Asian Journal ”’Steppe Panorama” 2026. 13 (4)

PEJAKTOP
KyoOeer Pycrem [xayJibi0aiynibl — HaydHbIN cOTpyQHUK IHCTUTYTa nctopuu u sTHOonmoruu uMm. Y. U. BanuxanoBa.
(Kaszaxcran).

TEXHUYECKHWI CEKPETAPH
Ar3zam PaiibimOex P3alexynnl — Maructp, corpyaauk MHctutyta nctopuu u sTHonoruu umenu U.U. BamuxaHoBa
(Kazaxcran)
Bypxanos bumypan BaaputanHoBHY — MarucTp, Hay4Hbl COTpYIHUK MIHCTUTYTa HCTOPUU U 3THOIOTHH UM.
Y. Y. Banuxanosa. (Kazaxcras).



Asian Journal ”’Steppe Panorama” 2026. 13 (4)

ISSN 3135-8055 (online)
Founder and publisher: RSE on REM”Ch. Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and Ethnology* of the
Committee of Science of the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan

The scientific journal is registered at the Committee for Communications, Informatization and
Information of the Ministry for Investments and Development of the Republic of Kazakhstan,
registration certificate: No. KZ91VPY00116246 dated 03. 04. 2025. The journal is published 6 times
a year (in electronic format).

The journal publishes scientific works in the following areas of historical science: history, ethnology.

Publication languages: Kazakh, Russian, English.

Editorial and publisher address:

28 Shevchenko Str., 050010, Almaty, Republic of Kazakhstan

RSE on REM Ch. Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and Ethnology CS MSHE of the Republic
of Kazakhstan

Tel.: +7 (727) 261-67-19, +7 (727) 272-47-59

Journal website: https://ajspiie.com

© Ch. Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and Ethnology, 2026
© Group of authors, 2026


https://ajspiie.com/

Asian Journal ”Steppe Panorama” 2026. 13 (4)

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Kabuldinov Ziabek Ermukhanovich — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Academician of the National
Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Kazakhstan, General Director of Ch. Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and
Ethnology SC MSHE RK. (Kazakhstan)

DEPUTY EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Cengiz Alylmaz — Doctor of Philological Sciences, Professor, Turkologist scholar, Professor at Bursa Uludag
University (Bursa, Republic of Tirkiye).

EDITORIAL BOARD
Abil Yerkin Amanzholovich — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Member of the Mazhilis of the Parliament
of the RK. (Kazakhstan)
Alimbay Nursan — Candidate of Historical Sciences, Professor, Chief Researcher at the Ch. Ch. Valikhanov Institute
of History andEthnology. (Kazakhstan)
Ayagan Burkitbai Gelmanovich — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Deputy Director of the Institute of History
of the State SC MSHE RK (Kazakhstan)
Diener Alexander — Doctor of Political Science, Professor, University of Kansas. (USA)
lan W. Campbell — PhD, Professor at the University of California (USA)
Ismagulov Orazak Ismagulovich — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Academician of the National Academy
of Sciences of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Corresponding Member of Bologna Academy of Sciences, winner of Ch. Ch.
Valikhanov Award, Honored Worker of Science and Technology, Professor of L. N. Gumilyov University. (Kazakhstan)
Karibayev Bereket Bakhytzhanovich — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Academician of the National Academy
of Sciences of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Head of the Department of History of Kazakhstan, Al-Farabi Kazakh National
University (Kazakhstan)
Kozhamzharova Daria Perneshovna — doctor of historical sciences, professor, academician of the National Academy
of Sciences of the Republic of Kazakhstan. (Kazakhstan)
Kozhirova Svetlana Bassievna — Doctor of Political Science, Professor, Co-Director of the Center for the Study of China
and Central Asia of Fudan University and the International Scientific Complex of the National Company "Astana", Head
of the Center for Chinese and Asian Studies (Kazakhstan)
Kokebayeva Gulzhaukhar Kakenovna — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor at the Al-Farabi Kazakh National
University. (Kazakhstan)
Kumekov Bolat Eshmukhambetovich — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Academician of the National
Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Director of the International Institute of Kipchak Studies of the Al-
Farabi Kazakh National University, Professor at L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University (Kazakhstan)
Matyzhanov Kenzhekhan Slyamzhanovich — Doctor of Philology, Professor, Corresponding Member of the NAS RK,
Director of M. Auezov Institute of Literature and Art (Kazakhstan)
Morrison Alexander — PhD, Professor, University of Oxford. (UK)
Muminov Ashirbek Kurbanovich — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Senior Researcher at the Research
Center for IslamicHistory, Art and Culture. IRCICA (islsm Tarih, Sanat ve Kiiltiir Arastirma Merkezi). (Turkey)
Rimantas Zelvys — Doctor of Pedagogical Sciences, Professor, Vilnius Pedagogical University. (Lithuania)
Sabitov Zhaxylyk Muratovich — PhD, Director of Research Institute for Jochi Ulus Studies (Kazakhstan)
Samashev Zainolla Samashevich — archaeologist, Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Corresponding Member of
German Archaeological Institute. A. Marghulan Institute of Archeology SC MSHE RK (Kazakhstan)
Sydykov Erlan Battashevich — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Academician of the National Academy of
Sciences of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Rector of L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University (Kazakhstan)
Taimagambetov Zhaken Kozhakhmetovich — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Academician of the National
Academy ofSciences of the Republic of Kazakhstan, National Museum of the Republic of Kazakhstan. (Kazakhstan)
Tomohiko Uyama — PhD, Professor at the Slavic-Eurasian Research Center, Hokkaido University. (Sapporo, Japan)
Werner, Cynthia — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Texas university. (USA)
Zharken Aigul — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor at L. N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University.
(Kazakhstan)

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
Kaipbayeva Ainagul Tolganbayevna — Candidate of Historical Sciences, leading researcher at Ch. Ch. Valikhanov
Institute of Historyand Ethnology (Kazakhstan).

ACADEMIC EDITOR
Kapaeva Aizhan Tokanovna — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Chief Researcher at the Ch. Ch. Valikhanov
Institute of Historyand Ethnology. (Kazakhstan)
Chernienko Irina Borisovna — Candidate of Historical Sciences, Associate Professor, Senior Researcher at the
Ch.Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and Ethnology (Kazakhstan)



Asian Journal ”’Steppe Panorama” 2026. 13 (4)

EDITOR
Kubeyev Rustem Dzhaulybayuly — researcher at Ch. Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and Ethnology. (Kazakhstan)

TECHNICAL SECRETARY
Agzam Raiymbek Rzabekuly — Master’s degree, researcher at Ch.Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and Ethnology
(Kazakhstan).

Burkhanov Bimurad Badritdinovich — Masters, researcher at Ch. Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and
Ethnology. (Kazakhstan)



Asian Journal ”Steppe Panorama” 2026. 13 (4)

TAPUX / UCTOPUS / HISTORY

Published in the Republic of Kazakhstan
Asian Journal “Steppe Panorama”

Has been issued as a journal since 2014
ISSN 3135-8055.

Vol. 13. Is. 4, pp. 1117-1127, 2026
Journal homepage: https://ajspiie.com

FTAXP / MPHTH / IRSTI 03.20
https://doi.org/10.51943/3135-8055_2026_13_4 1117-1127

THE ULUS OF JOCHI IN THE ERA OF THE BLACK DEATH
Dinara Kaisarovna Suleimenova'*®, Aigerm Amirbekovna Zhumabayeva?

'Desht-1 Kipchak Research Center LLP
(18 Kerey, Zhanibek Khandar Str., Astana, 010016, Republic of Kazakhstan)
PhD student, Researcher

https://orcid.org/0009-0004-6344-1222. E-mail: Suleimenova911@gmail.com
*Corresponding author

:Scientific Institute for the Study of the Ulus of Jochi
(15B Pushkin Str., Astana, 010008, Republic of Kazakhstan)
PhD, Chief Researcher
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3593-9440. E-mail: Zhaygerm@gmail.com

© Valikhanov IHE, 2026
© Suleimenova D. K., Zhumabayeva A. A., 2026

Abstract. Introduction. The article examines the Ulus of Jochi in the era of the Second Plague
Pandemic, known as the Black Death, and reassesses its place in the history of epidemic processes in
Eurasia. The study proceeds from the assumption that the Golden Horde should not be viewed only
as a peripheral zone through which the disease passed on its way to Europe. Goals and objectives.
The goal of the article is to analyze the Ulus of Jochi as an important space of plague transmission
and impact. The objectives are to review the main historiographical approaches, identify the possible
routes of the pandemic, characterize the natural and communication conditions of its spread, and
assess its demographic, economic, political, and cultural consequences. Results. The article shows
that the cities, caravan routes, river networks, Crimean ports, and connections of the Ulus of Jochi
with Central Asia, Khwarazm, the Volga region, the Black Sea area, and the Rus’ principalities turned
this space into one of the key nodes in the movement of the Black Death. The spread of plague was
shaped by natural reservoirs, climatic fluctuations, population mobility, trade networks, and the
vulnerability of urban centers. Conclusion. The Black Death was not the sole cause of the crisis of
the Ulus of Jochi. However, it intensified existing contradictions, weakened cities and trade, disrupted
political stability, and deepened the processes associated with the Great Troubles and the subsequent
restructuring of the Golden Horde space.

Keywords: Ulus of Jochi, Black Death, Yersinia pestis, Second Plague Pandemic, Golden Horde
space
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Annarna. Kipicne. Makanaga «Kapa emim» meren araymen Oenrini Exinmni o6a maHAEMHUSCHI
ke3eHingeri JKommbl YIBICBIHBIH OpPHBI KAapacThIPBUTANIBI KOHE OHBIH Eypasusigarbl 1HACTTIK
yaepicTep TapuXbIHIAFbl MaHBI3Bl KaiiTa Oaramananbl. 3eprreyne AnteiH Opaa TeK i1HACTTIH
Eypomnara Tapairy *OJBIHJIAFbI METKI alMaK peTiHe FaHa KapacThIPBUIMAYBI THIC JETeH TY)KBIPBHIM
HETI3re aJbIHABL. 3epmmeyoiy makcamovl meH Minoemmepi. MakanaHbsiH MakcaTbl — KOsl ¥ JIbICHIH
00a 1HIeTIHIH TapaTybl MEH BIKITAJIBI TYPFBICBIHAH MaHBI3 bl KEHICTIK peTiHae Taaay. Ocbl MakcaTKa
JKETY YIIIH HET13T1 TapuXHAMAaNbBIK TYKBIPBIMIAPbI KapacThIpy, MAaHACMUSHBIH BIKTUMAJ Tapaily
OarbITTAPBIH AaHBIKTAY, OHBIH TapalyblHa dCEP €TKEH TAOUFH KOHE KOMMYHHUKAITUSIIBIK JKaFaiiap bl
CUTIATTay, COHJAN-aK IHIETTIH AeMOTpadUsIIbIK, IKOHOMUKAJBIK, CasCH KOHE MOACHH CallapbIH
Oaranmay MIHAETTEep1 Koibuianel. Homuowcenep. Makanana YKomibl ¥JIBICHIHBIH Kajanapbl, KepyeH
JKOJIIAphl, ©3CHIIK KaTblHAC >kyHesnepi, KpIppIM moprrapsl, coHmai-ak OpTanblK A3HsIMEH,
Xopesmmen, Enin 6oitbiMen, Kapa TeHI3 aiiMarbIMEH JKOHE OPBIC KHS3BIIKTEPIMEH OailIaHbICTaPhI
Oy keHicTikTi «Kapa ediMHIH» TapadyblHIaFbl MaHBI3IBI TOpANTapiAblH OipiHe alHaJIABIPFaHbI
kepcetiieni. OOaHBIH TapajdyblHa TaOWFW OIIAKTap, KIUMATTBIK aybITKYJlap, XaJIbIKTBIH
MOOWJIBAUIIN, cayda JKeIuIepl JKOHE KalalblK OPTAJBIKTAPABIH OCAJIBIFBl BIKIMAT ETKEHI
ankpiHananbl. Kopvimeinowsl. «Kapa emim» YKomibl ¥ JIBICH JaFIapbICHIHBIH XKaIFbI3 ce0e01 00FaH
KOK. Anaiifa on OypbIHHAH KalbINTAaCKaH KaWIIBUIBIKTApAbl KYLISHTIN, Kajlajgap MEH cayJaHbIH
oncipeyiHe, casCh TYPaKTBUIBIKTBIH OY3bUTyblHA, COHNAN-aK «¥Jbl TypOeneHMEeH» >KOHE KEeHIHT1
QITHIHOPAATBIK KEHICTIKTIH KailTa KypbUlybIMEH OalIaHBICTBI YAEPICTEpPIiH TEpEeHICYiHE BIKIAl
eTTi.

Tyiiin ce3nep: XKombr ¥Yawicel, Kapa emim, Yersinia pestis, Exinmri o0a maHaeMusiChl, aTTEIHOPIAIBIK
KEHICTIK.

Adarbic. 3epTTey k00a TakpIpbIObl OotibiHIIa opeiHAaNAb: JKTH AP26104055 «TaOuru-kaumMaTThIK
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AHHoTanus. Beedenue. B cratbe paccmarpuBaercs Yiyc [xydu B snoxy Bropoil nanaemun 4ymsl,
M3BECTHOM Kak «YepHas cMepTh», U NEPEOCMBICIMBAECTCS €r0 MECTO B HCTOPUU SIUJAEMHUYECKUX
npoueccoB EBpazun. MccnenoBanue MCXOIUT U3 TOTO, YTO 30J0TOOPABIHCKOE NMPOCTPAHCTBO HE
cleyeT paccMaTpuBaTh TOJBKO Kak nepudepuilHylo 30HY, dYepe3 KOTOpyk 0o0je3Hb
pacnpocTpaHsiaach B cTOpoHy EBporibl.

Llenv u 3a0auu uccneoosanus. llenb cTaTbu COCTOUT B aHanu3e Yiyca JKydn Kak Ba)XHOTO
IIPOCTPAHCTBA PACHPOCTPAHEHHs W  BO3JACHUCTBHUS YyMbl. JUIg JOCTHIKEHHMS OTOM  ILIENH
paccMaTpuBalOTCS OCHOBHBIE HCTOPUOTPapUUECKHUE MTOAXO0/IbI, BBISBIISIOTCS BO3MOXKHbIE MapUIPYThI
NBUKEHUS] TAaHJIEMUH, XapaKTepU3YIOTCSl TMPUPOJHbIE U KOMMYHUKAIIMOHHBIE YCIIOBUS €€
pacnpocTpaHeHus, a TakKe OLICHMBAIOTCS JeMorpaduyeckue, S5KOHOMUYECKHE, MOJIUTUYECKUE U
KYJIbTYpPHBIE MOCIEACTBUA dnuaeMun. Pezyremamei. B cratbe mokas3aHo, 4TO ropojia, KapaBaHHbIE
MyTH, PEYHbIE KOMMYHUKAIMH, KPBIMCKHE TOPTHI U CBsi3u Yiyca Jxkyuu ¢ LlenTpanbHOil A3uei,
XopesmoM, [loBommkbeM, IlpudyepHOMOpbEM W PYCCKMMH KHSDKECTBAMU MpeBpaliaid  3TO
MIPOCTPAHCTBO B OJIMH M3 BAXKHBIX Y3JIOB JBWXEHHS «HepHoM cmeptw». PacnpocTtpaHeHue dymsl
OTIPEENATIOCh COYETAaHHMEM MPUPOTHBIX 0YaroB, KIMMAaTUYeCKUX KojeOaHul, MOOMIBHOCTH
HACEJICHHUs, TOPrOBBIX CETE! U YSI3BUMOCTHU T'OPOJCKUX LIEHTPOB. Bb1600b1. «YepHast cMepTh» He ObLia
€IMHCTBEHHOW MpUYMHON Kpuzuca Yiyca [xydn. OgHako OHa YCHIIMIIA YXK€ CYIIECTBOBABIINE
MIPOTUBOPEYUSs, COCOOCTBOBaIa OCIa0JICHUIO TOPOJOB M TOPrOBIIM, HAPYIIECHUIO MOJUTHYECKOMN
CTaOMJIBHOCTU W YIIIYOJIGHUIO TPOIIECCOB, CBSI3aHHBIX ¢ «Benukoi 3aMsTHE» U mocieayromei
MEPECTPOUKON 30JI0TOOPABIHCKOTO MMPOCTPAHCTBA.

KiroueBbie cioBa: Yayc JDkyun, UepHas cMmepTh, Yersinia pestis, Bropas manmemus 4dymsbl,
30JI0TOOPABIHCKOE TPOCTPAHCTBO

Baaropapuocrb. VccnenoBanwe ¢uHaHcHpoBasioch B pamkax mnpoekra HMPH AP26104055
«HccnenoBanue BIUSHUS MPUPOJIHO-KIMMATHUECKOTO U SIMUAEMHUYECKOr0 (PaKTOPOB HA DBOJIOIUIO
roCyJAapCTBEHHBIX HHCTUTYTOB M 3KOHOMHUYECKOIO pa3BuTus Yiyca JDxydn»

s nutupoBanus: CyneiimenoBa J[. K., XKymabaera A. A. Ynyc /Dxyuum B smoxy «YepHo#
cmeptu» // Asian Journal “Steppe Panorama”. 2026. T. 13. Ne 4. C. 1117-1127. (Ha anr.). DOI:
10.51943/3135-8055_2026_13 4 1117-1127

Introduction

It is the political dimension of the development of the Ulus of Jochi in the 14th century that has
been traditionally considered in studies of the history of this state: increase of the khan's authority
under Uzbek Khan and Janibeg, development of cities and international trade, subsequent dynastic
crisis after Berdi Beg's death, the Great troubles, conflicts among regional elites, increasing
independence of particular regions of the Golden Horde. It is the internal strife among the
Chinggisids, a decrease in central authority, military conflicts and changes in the balance of power
among the khan, emir nobility and regional elites which are used to explain the crisis of the Golden
Horde statehood. However, this explanatory model does not always explain processes developing in
the mid- and second half of the 14th century, when an increase of instability was accompanied with
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a population decline, disruption of trade routes, collapse of many cities, a changing power structure
of the western part of Eurasia.

In this respect, the study of the Ulus of Jochi in relation to the second plague pandemic called
the Black Death is very significant. This was not only an epidemic in the biological sense, but a
component of vast natural, communicational, socio-economic, and political processes encompassing
large parts of Eurasia. The issue is especially significant for the Golden Horde: Central Eurasia,
Khwarazm, Volga Region, Crimea and the Black Sea region were crossed by major trade, riverine,
caravan, and sea routes connecting East and West, so that the Ulus of Jochi must be considered not
as a fringe, but as a specific space affected by the disease.

The importance of the topic under discussion can be explained by several factors. In the first
place, historians in recent decades have shown significantly increasing interest in disease as a factor
in historical development. Epidemics, along with demography, economy, migrations, political power
and social institutions, have increasingly been interpreted as factors of historical change and not only
in the context of medical history. Secondly, new archaeogenetic findings have made it possible to
reconsider the origin of the disease and the initial spreading pathways of the Black Death; the article
by M. A. Spyrou and co-authors demonstrated that materials from the Kara-Djigach and Burana
cemeteries in the Chy Valley of 1338-1339 provided evidence of ancient Yersinia pestis DNA, and
are linked to an initial period of the Second Plague Pandemic. Thirdly, the context of the Golden
Horde provides an opportunity to combine written sources, archaeology, epigraphy, numismatics,
historical demography and paleogenetics, thereby opening the way to a comprehensive analysis of
the Ulus of Jochi in the era of the Black Death.

The purpose of this article is to analyze the Ulus of Jochi in the epoch of the Black Death from
the perspective of the pandemic's diffusion, the natural and communicational conditions under which
this diffusion proceeded, and its effects on Golden Horde space. In order to achieve the above-
mentioned goal it is necessary to review the literature on this topic, define the most important concepts
related to the study of the pandemic, identify possible routes by which the plague spread, characterize
the natural and communicational factors influencing the vulnerability of the Ulus of Jochi, describe
how the epidemic crisis affected demography, towns and cities, trade routes and the stability of the
Golden Horde political system.

Materials and Methods

The study's evidence base is composed of written, archaeological, epigraphic, numismatic, and
archaeogenetic data. The written evidence includes both Rus' accounts of «pestilences» recorded in
chronicles, and Arab-Muslim, Persian and Latin eyewitness accounts of plague propagation
throughout Eurasia. Archaeological and epigraphic sources make it possible to define more precisely
the area and time of occurrence of epidemics, and to clarify these processes in Central Eurasia and
the Volga region in particular. The economic impacts of the crisis are traced based on the numismatic
evidence. The problem of the earliest stages of the Second Plague Pandemic is addressed based on
the published archaeogenetic data from the ancient Yersinia pestis DNA. Archaeogenetic data are
regarded in this study not as individual laboratory findings collected for this specific investigation,
but as published scientific sources, the interpretation of which is correlated with written data and
historical-geographical material.

In terms of methodology, the analysis has been conducted using source-critical, comparative-
historical and historical-geographical perspectives. The source-critical approach is needed to analyze
the written accounts of 'pestilences’, their terminology, origin, and credibility. The comparative-
historical approach is used to compare accounts about Jochi's Ulus, Russian principalities, Central
Asia, Crimea, Middle East and Europe. The historical-geographical approach is applied to outline the
possible pathways of the disease's spread through trade, riverine, caravan and maritime routes.
Combined, these methods make it possible to investigate the Black Death as one of the factors
influencing the demographic, urban and political conditions within the Golden Horde in the
fourteenth century. An essential methodological point in this analysis is the rejection of a linear causal
explanation of the Ulus of Jochi's crisis with an epidemic alone. It assumes that the Black Death was
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not the single cause of the Great Troubles and the subsequent weakening of the Golden Horde, but
rather one of the systemic factors intensifying pre-existing political, economic, and social
contradictions. This methodology ensures that biological determinism can be avoided, at the same
time confirming that the epidemic cannot be omitted when exploring the fourteenth-century crisis of
the Golden Horde.

Discussion

Research into the Black Death within the context of the history of the Ulus of Jochi emerged at
the juncture of several research fields: the history of epidemics, source studies, historical
demography, epidemiology, climatology, archaeology, and paleogenetics. Initially, historiography
was dominated by the classic model of a pandemic spreading from the natural plague foci of eastern
Eurasia, through Caffa, to the Mediterranean. Subsequent textual, epigraphic, archeological and
archaeogenetic evidence has now modified this model, by suggesting pre-existing episodes within
Central Eurasia and in the space of the Golden Horde.

The initial period of plague research is characterized by medical and chronicle-based historical
descriptions of epidemics. Following the Moscow plague of 1770-1772 the first scientific studies
were produced that interpreted epidemics within the then prevailing theories, including miasmatic
theory. N. M. Karamzin, using sources derived from Rus' chronicles, synthesized material concerning
‘pestilences’ in the Rus' principalities and the Horde lands. Through this analysis, epidemics were
integrated into a wider framework of historical study (Karamzin, 1988).

In the latter half of the nineteenth century the problem gained an archeological and epigraphic
dimension. D. A. Chwolson, analyzing Nestorian tombstones dating to 1338-1339 and located near
Lake Issyk-Kul (Chwolson, 1897), referred to a «pestilential disease». The evidence thus provided
forms one of the cornerstones of the Central Asian thesis. Simultaneously N. K. Shchepot'ev argued
for the existence of a natural plague focus in the lower reaches of the Volga, which played an
exceptionally important role in the study of the space of the Golden Horde. (Shchepot’ev, 1897).

The study of the plague in the Soviet era was mainly performed in the context of the history of
medicine and epidemiology. The studies of D. K. Zabolotnyi on natural plague foci are very
significant: the theory suggested that the causative agent could "live" in the natural environment for
a long time among rodents and their parasites, and then infect humans during specific changes in
ecological and anthropogenic conditions (Zabolotnyi, 1922). This point of view is important for the
history of the Ulus of Jochi as the steppe, Caspian and Volga-Ural regions were among the areas of
potential natural plague foci for Yersinia pestis. The issues of mortality levels were posed by
demographic studies (e. g. Urlanis, 2007), it is acknowledged that in some parts of Europe and the
Golden Horde it could be very large.

In Western historiography there was long a Eurocentric perspective; research concentrated on
Western Europe, the Mediterranean, and the Middle East and the Golden Horde was perceived in
relation to the siege of Caffa and the spread to Europe. However, the importance of trade connections
and the multistep character of the epidemic spread was later identified in the research of O. J.
Benedictow, who did not attribute the infection of Europe solely to the siege of Caffa. (Benedictow,
2006).

U. Schamiloglu’s work is given considerable attention in the historiography of the Golden
Horde, where disease is viewed as a significant element influencing the history of the Ulus of Jochi.
The author relates plague epidemics to de-population, de-urbanisation, reduction in craft production
and trade, increased political disorder, heightened religious feelings and cultural transformation. The
Great Troubles (1359-1380) can be therefore considered, in this view, not just a dynastic crisis, but
a crisis, the rise of which against the backdrop of serious socio-economic changes was caused by a
series of epidemic waves (Schamiloglu, 1993).

One of the most thorough works in this field is that of T. F. Khaidarov who collected Arab-
Muslim, Persian, Latin, Rus', Lithuanian, and Byzantine source material and was the first to establish
that in the space of the Golden Horde the plague epidemic occurred in several waves and protracted
duration. Khaidarov considers the most important centers to be the Lower Volga region, Crimea, the
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Caucasus, Shirvan, as well as the basins of the VVolga and the Dnieper, while insisting on the precise
use of chronicle lexicon since terms such as 'hunger’, 'plague’ and 'plague among people and horses'
could not only mean epidemics but also famine, epizootics, or even the coming of a series of
calamities (Khaidarov, 2018).

The current stage of the research on the Black Death relates to paleogenetics and the study of
ancient DNA. The research by M. A. Spyrou et al., based on data from Kara-Djigach and Burana
cemeteries, reveals that a combination of archaeological, epigraphic, and genetic material can
contribute to the reevaluation of the question of the Second Plague Pandemic's origin. This has
strengthened the Central Eurasian direction in historiography and pointed to the necessity of further
investigation of epidemics within the territory related to the Jochid Ulus (Spyrou et al., 2022).

Results

The movement of the Black Death in the 14th century cannot be considered outside the
communication network of Eurasia. The Ulus of Jochi held a key intermediate position between
Central Asia, Eastern Europe, the Caucasus, the Black Sea region, Crimea, and the Mediterranean.
Its cities and stopping points served as junctions between the steppe routes, the route along the Volga,
Khwarazm direction, Crimean ports and Italian settlements. As a result, the Golden Horde became
not only a political space but also a zone of highly intensive movement of people, goods, animals,
and information. During the period of the pandemic, this movement had two different roles: on the
one hand, it was profitable, and on the other hand, it facilitated the spread of infections (Spyrou et al.,
2022: 719).

In traditional historiography, the transmission route of the Black Death to Europe has usually
been associated with transmission from the natural foci of Yersinia pestis in eastern Eurasia, through
Crimean Caffa to Sicilian Messina. This model originated from the descriptions by medieval writers
of the onset of the disease in the Mediterranean especially those of Michele da Piazza. Ibn Battuta’s
notes on the Plague are another important source of information for its broad geographical extension:
he wrote about the presence of plague cases in India about 1345, and in early summer 1348 he
documented the effects of the plague disease in the Middle East especially in Gaza, Homs, and
Damascus (1bn Battuta, 1996). But this context must be complemented.

Before spreading to Europe, the epidemic was likely circulating throughout Central Eurasia and
the Ulus of Jochi. Based on archaeological evidence, mass burials of Christians have been found in
Semirechye, which is situated on the caravan routes of the silk and spice trades; their dating falls
within the period around 1340; plague is even documented on the tombstones of the interred as the
cause of death. Plague is also reported in Astrakhan and Sarai in 1346, which were crucial caravan
points linking the Golden Horde to Rus’ lands. Therefore it is possible to view the Ulus of Jochi not
only as a bridging region between the East and Europe, but also as one of the foci of the early epidemic
spread.

Of the many pathways by which the pandemic moved, the following were of greatest
importance to the Ulus of Jochi: The first may be designated the Central Asian-Khwarazmian
pathway. The Central Asian-Khwarazmian pathway linked the regions of Eastern Turkestan,
Semirechye, Transoxiana and Khwarazm with the lower Volga and with steppe zones. In the
fourteenth century, Khwarazm still retained its position as one of the major economic and cultural
centres of the Golden Horde world. It was a hub of routes, a hub for major trade and caravan routes,
linking Central Asia with the Volga basin and the area around the Black Sea. The spread of plague
westward to Khwarazm, if early accounts of infection in the Issyk-Kul area in 1338-1339 can be
corroborated, was entirely plausible from a geographical and historical perspective. The second route
was the Volga region, particularly the lower Volga cities of the Golden Horde. Sarai, Sarai al-Jadid,
Astrakhan, Bolgar, and others functioned not only as centers of government and craft production, but
were points where riverine and steppe flows of goods converged. U. Schamiloglu points out that
sources from Rus' indicate the spread of infection to Golden Horde cities, including Sarai and
Astrakhan, before spreading westward to Crimea in 1346. This is of interest not only in charting the
pathway of the plague, but it may also contribute to explaining the apparent vulnerability of the urban
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system of the Golden Horde. The cities were sites combining dense populations, trade warehouses,
markets, craft production, caravanserais, and visiting merchants (Schamiloglu, 2017: 329).

The third focus is related to Crimea and the Black Sea region. Crimean ports, notably Caffa,
Soldaia and Tana/Azaq were well integrated into a network of international trade with Genoa, Venice,
Constantinople, Egypt and various parts of the Mediterranean. It was via Crimea that the Black Death
emerged as a historically significant catastrophe for European and Mediterranean history in 1347—
1353. However, for the history of the Ulus of Jochi, what must be stressed is that Crimea was not
simply «where the pandemic exited into Europe» but part of the political and economic network of
the Golden Horde. The events in Caffa and Tana must therefore be discussed within the context of
relations among khanly authority, Italian trading colonies, cities in Crimea and the steppe hinterland.

The event involving the siege of Caffa by the forces of Janibeg and the famous description by
Gabriele de' Mussi regarding the alleged catapulting of plague-ridden bodies into the city, occupied
a privileged position in historical narratives (Wheelis, 2002: 973).

It has already become the object of scholarly interest and is often discussed as an early form of
biological warfare. For the purpose of the present research, the key issue is not so much the historicity
of the particular event as the broader significance of the fact that, by the mid-1340s, Crimea had
become a nexus for war, trade, and the spread of epidemics. Whether or not the chronicle of de' Mussi
is hyperbolic, it demonstrates a popular conception of war, trade, movement of people and mortality
by the time it was written.

The fourth direction also ran through the Rus’ principalities and northwestern routes. We have
records of plague, «pestilences», reaching the Rus’ principalities from the Horde space, and
subsequent outbreaks of epidemics in the second half of the 14th century. As T. F. Khaidarov proves,
the Rus chroniclers developed a tradition of mentioning the origin of the Black Death as spreading
from the territory of the Golden Horde from 1346 onward (Khaidarov, 2018: 9, 121).

Meanwhile the transmission of infection did not occur all at once or along a single,
unidirectional route. It was composed of several waves, different directions and a combination of
several epidemic factors. Thus, it would be better to speak not of a single «plague route» but of a
network of directions which coincided with the trade, riverine, steppe, and political communications
of the Ulus of Jochi.

The spread of the Black Death within the Ulus of Jochi should not be explained solely as the
export of infection from Central Asia or the eastern regions. The space of the Golden Horde itself
was a part of a much larger natural-epidemiological space of Eurasia, in which conditions for
circulation of plague infection existed. There might have been constant natural foci of Yersinia pestis
in steppe, semi-desert, Caspian and VVolga-Ural areas. Therefore the Ulus of Jochi is to be interpreted
not only as a passageway between East and West but also as a space where natural, climatic and
anthropogenic factors strongly intersected.

The concept of the natural focality of infectious vector-borne diseases is rather important for
explaining of these processes. According to this concept, plague could be present for long periods of
time in natural reservoirs—in the wild rodents and their ectoparasites (especially in fleas), without
human participation. T. F. Khaidarov points out that animal migrations, changes in boundaries of
natural foci, alteration of climatic regime, increase of human activity, and transgressions of Caspian
Sea could alter the activity of steppe rodents and favor the transfer of infection from animal reservoirs
(Khaidarov, 2018: 65).

Significantly, both the Caspian and Volga-Ural regions formed an intersection of nomadic
routes, river transport lines, caravans, and cities. Normally, natural plague circulation in this area was
confined to animal populations, but climatic and physical changes, droughts, changes in humidity,
food supplies, and animal migrations could affect this balance and increase the probability that the
epidemic would affect the human population. The Ulus of Jochi was not only a natural-climatic but
also a socio-economic space. A well-developed network of towns, caravan trade, river routes,
international markets and constant contacts between nomadic and sedentary populations contributed
to rapid transmission of infection. The Golden Horde's state structure ensured not only long-term
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maintenance of the pathogen but also made it possible for a local outbreak to develop into an epidemic
wave.

Reconstructions based on numismatic material show that many medieval towns in the territory
of modern Kazakhstan disappeared. One of them is the medieval town of Almatu mentioned on coins
of 1285-1287 and in hoards of the 1330s, after the plague, it never recovered.

Among the populations of the Golden Horde, the urban population was affected most; nomads,
unlike sedentary people, were dispersed. The loss of sedentary population led to a weakening of state
power, a reduction in trade volume on the northern section of the Great Silk Road that had passed
along the territory of the Ulus of Jochi. Moreover, reduction of urban population caused negative
consequences on the material condition of the ruling elite. All these facts contributed to intensification
of «nomadic factor» in the system of political structure of the Ulus of Jochi and negatively affected
the political situation.

Thus the factors of plague spread in the Ulus of Jochi were natural (presence of natural foci of
Yersinia pestis in steppe, semi-desert, Caspian and Volga-Ural ecosystems), climatic (changes in
temperature and humidity regimes, changes in food supply and rodent behavior) and anthropogenic
(high population mobility, caravan trade, military campaigns, presence of cities and contacts between
nomads and the sedentary population). These factors together make it possible to define the Ulus of
Jochi as one of the key natural-anthropogenic nodes of the second plague pandemic.

The plague pandemic was one of the key reasons for the great transformation of the Ulus of
Jochi in the second half of the 14th century. This epidemic should not be considered the sole reason
for the political crisis and subsequent destruction of the Golden Horde system. However, the number
of deaths, disruption of trade relations, urban decline, disintegration of the elite enhanced pre-existing
contradictions and created the conditions for long-term destabilization.

The clearest result of the plague pandemic was the disruption of the political balance in the
western part of the Ulus of Jochi. In the first half of the 14th century, especially under Uzbek Khan
and Janibeg Khan, the khan's power embraced all major regions and provided a system of relations
between the khan and tribal aristocracy, After the death of Berdi Beg in 1359 the political crisis
escalated rapidly. In written sources this era is described as the era of the Great Troubles. In that era,
khans changed frequently, emirs grew stronger, and the administrative order of the Golden Horde
disintegrated.

U. Schamiloglu does not connect the crisis merely to the dynastic struggle but also to the
outcome of several waves of plagues. In his opinion, the political structure of the Golden Horde
depended not only on the Chinggisid dynasty but also on the stability of the tribal elite which
participated in the acceptance and support of khans (Schamiloglu, 2023: 502). If the epidemic
influenced both the rulers and representatives of the leading clans, then the entire mechanism of an
ordered succession was broken. In this case, the plague has not weakened any individual ruler as
much as it weakened the institutional foundations of Khanate authority.

This view enables a more profound reinterpretation of the years 1359-1380. Frequent
overthrows of rulers were not new in the history of the Golden Horde. However, the second half of
the fourteenth century witnessed a series of rulers that marked a sustained period of political chaos.
The frequent enthronement of khans, Mamai's consolidation of power, the strengthening of autonomy
in separate regions and the intervention of eastern Jochids show that the epidemic influenced not only
the top strata of the dynasty but also the entire system of political management.

Differences between western and eastern regions of Jochi's ulus may also be attributed to the
uneven influence of the pandemic. U. Schamiloglu points out that the eastern regions may have
suffered to a lesser extent due to the larger proportion of nomads, and perhaps due to different
conditions for the development of epidemics. This is why eastern forces, such as those of Urus Khan
and later Tokhtamysh, were able to enter the struggle for power in the western ulus of the Golden
Horde. In the late 14th century, with Tokhtamysh, not only the aforementioned three groups but also
the Shirin, Baryn, Argyn, and Kipchak tribes traveled west which were later incorporated into the
political systems of the khanates that followed the Golden Horde. The migrations of eastern peoples
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in the later 14th century can be seen as a consequence of both demographic and political reshaping
of the former Golden Horde space (Schamiloglu, 2023: 502-503).

Demographic implications of epidemics constitute one of the most important reasons behind
the crisis. According to calculations by D. M. Iskhakov and I. L. Izmailov, the 1346—1350 epidemic
reduced the population of the Golden Horde by an average of one quarter. High population density in
cities, frequent trade contacts, and a constant influx of travelers led to high numbers of victims. Some
urban centers were affected much more severely than others and all of this affected craft, trade, taxes
and, of course, the central authority's control over the territories (Iskhakov, 1zmailov, 2007: 84).

Economic implications of the plague were first and foremost seen in worsening conditions in
cities and disruptions in trade. The Ulus of Jochi had international trade routes including caravan,
river and maritime routes connecting Asia with the Middle East and Crimea, Khwarezm with the
Volga region, etc. Such links guaranteed the Golden Horde's prosperity, but during the epidemic they
were the primary means for the propagation of infection. Decreasing number of people, including
merchants and artisans, instability of trade routes, and absence of protection of traders, threatened
transit trade, and weakened the authority's revenue sources.

We can determine the economic impacts of the epidemic using numismatic sources. Using the
hoard of silver coins from the fortified settlement of Selitrennoe, S. Yu. Skisov confirmed that in the
Ulus of Jochi, during 1348-1350, there was a significant decrease in coinage. The most significant
decline was in 1349-1350 when, according to his calculation, production volume dropped to between
10-12 times compared with the period before the plague which indicates a decrease in trade, the
inflow of silver to the market and disruption of monetary circulation. Growing hoard accumulation
during the 14th century also reflected not only political disorganization, but also deepening economic
crisis starting in the plague period (Skisov, 2016: 70-71).

The epidemic also had an impact on the cultural life of the time. Historiography mentions the
decline of cities and decline in craft production as well as of the written-language tradition. Epidemics
cannot solely explain the entire process of changes in the cultural context, but they accelerated it,
having caused the population decline, urban depopulation, and decay of the urban centers.

Religious life was also influenced by the epidemic crisis. A large number of victims and a state
of constant chaos triggered widespread eschatological expectations and heightened the role of
religion. In circumstances of weakened political mechanisms, shaykhs and ulama came to occupy a
greater role in the legitimization of political rule, which, in the not-too-distant future, led not to the
substitution of Chinggisid principles of power, but to their complementation with spiritual
components.

Conclusion

It is, therefore, clear that during the period of the Black Death, the Ulus of Jochi was not an
outer region of the pandemic, but one of the important locations where it spread and took its toll. Its
cities, markets, trade routes, river channels, Crimean ports, diplomatic relations provided the Golden
Horde with economic and political power, but in the context of plague, the same infrastructure served
as a means for the dissemination of the disease. The chronological record of the plague suggests that
the devastation caused to the Golden Horde territory was not confined to a single outbreak during
1346—1347. In fact, the initial wave from the late 1330s to the early 1350s can be attributed to the
earliest spread of the pandemic from Central Asia through Semirechye, Khwarezm, the Volga region,
Crimea and the Black Sea area. The later waves in the second half of the 14th century were
contemporary to the Great Troubles and amplified the political system's chaos. In the first half of the
15th century, epidemic waves continued to spread through the altered, post-Horde area. There were
several factors contributing to the outbreak of the Black Death in the Ulus of Jochi. These factors can
be enumerated as follows: natural, climatic and anthropogenic conditions. These factors include
natural foci of the disease, transformation of the ecological environment, high population mobility, a
developed urban network, and developed commercial relations; together, they made the area highly
susceptible to epidemic waves. It is important to note that the Black Death was not the only reason
behind the crisis of the Ulus of Jochi. However, it enhanced already existing contradictions of the
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political, demographic and economic nature of the Ulus. The effects of the Black Death on the Ulus
were manifested in the decline of cities, disruption of trade routes, population decline, weakening of
the political authority of the rulers and intensification of regional autonomization. From this
perspective, the plague was indeed one of the causes of the gradual transformation of the Ulus of
Jochi.
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