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Abstract. The change in the geopolitical situation on the northern borders of Iran after the collapse
of the Soviet Union meant that for the first time in several centuries Iran was left without the land
borders that it had with the Soviet Union. The emergence of the independent republics of Central
Asia in 1991 gave Iran the opportunity to get acquainted with the region with which it once had
close historical and cultural ties. These ties have their roots back in the sixth century BC, when the
region was under the rule of the Achaemenid empire. Bukhara in present-day Uzbekistan is known
as the historical center of Persian culture and literature, and Farsi remained a language of literature,
science and diplomacy in Central Asia and after "Turkification" of the region in the X-XI centuries.
Central Asian states tend to pursue an independent, independent foreign policy and foreign
economic policy. The approaches of these countries are based on historically formed political and
cultural ties with the Islamic Republic of Iran, the role of Iran in international and regional affairs,
the influence of Iran in the Muslim world and, accordingly, the possibility of promoting its interests
in Islamic states, as well as in mutually beneficial trade- Economic relations. The article analyzes
Iran's attempts to use the historical and cultural prestige that it traditionally used in Central Asia to
expand its economic And political influence in the region. This desire is clearly seen in the example
of the growing activity of Iran in Kazakhstan. The author shows that the religious situation in
Central Asia is not a factor in the development of Iran's relations with the countries of the region. At
the same time, Tehran's regional ideological interest, connected with the spread of Islamic influence
through economic and cultural cooperation, remains topical

Keywords: Iran, Central Asia, Kazakhstan, Islam, culture, history, cooperation, politics,
economics.
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Annarna. Kenec Onarbl bibIparaHHaH KediH VIpaHHBIH COJITYCTIK IIeKapalapblHIAFbl reocascu
KargauaelH esrepyl Oipuemie facelpiapaa anram per WpanneiH Kenec OparsiMeH Oouiran
KYPJABIKTBIK —[IeKapachl3 KamraublH Ouimipai. 1991 sxkputel  OpTanblk  A3WSHBIH — TIyelci3
pecnyOnuKanapblHbIH naiaa 6omysl Upanra 6ip Ke3aepi THIFBI3 TAPUXU JKOHE MOJICHU OailiaHbIcTa
OoiFaH ailMakmeH TaHbICyFa MYMKIHIIK Oepai. Byn OGaitmaneicrap Oi3miH noyipimisre aeliHri
QJITBIHIIBI FAChIp/a, aliMaKThl AXeMEHUATEp MMIIEPUACH OacKapraH kesne maiina 6ommer. Kasipri
O306ekcranarsl byxapa mapcel MOJICHHETI MEH oA€OMETiHIH TapUXU OPTAIBIFBl PETIH/AE TaHBIMAJ,
an mapcel Tt Optanslk Asmsima sxone X-XI| racelprmapia aiMakTel "TYpKUIeHAIpYIeH" KeHiH
onebueT, FBUIBIM JKOHE AUIIIOMATHA Timi 0okl Kana 6epai. OpTanblk A3us MEMJICKETTepi, SIETTe,
TOYeJICi3 CHIPTKBI CasicaT MEH ChIPTKbI SKOHOMHKAJIBIK OaFbITTHI Kyprizeni. by enpepnin tocinaepi
Upan Hcnam PecnyOnmkacbiIME@H Tapuxu KalbIITaCKaH CasCH KoHE MOJIEHHM OalaHbICTapFa,
WpaHHbIH XanbIKapaJblK >KOHE alMakThIK icTepieri peiiHe, MpaHHBIH MycChlIMaH SJeMIHJETr]
BIKIAJIBIHA JKOHE COMKECIHILE HCJIaM MEMJIEKETTEpIHAE 63 My/JENepiH UIrepiieTy MYMKIHAITIHE,
COHJIal - aK e3apa TUIMJI1 cayjara HETI3JIeJINeH - SKOHOMMKAIIBIK KaTblHacTap. Makanana MpaHHbIH
ailMakTarbl SKOHOMUKAJIBIK JKOHE CasiCH bIKHNAJIBIH KeHeHTY yiriH Opranblk A3usaa A9CTypil TYpAe
KOJIIaHFaH TapUXW JKOHE MOJeHHU OeZeliH naijaiany spekeTTepi Tanganaasl. byn tutek MpaHHbiH
Kazakcrannarsl ecin keJe kaTKaH OCJICEHIIUTITIHIH MBICATIBIH/A allKbIH KopiHenl. ABTOp OpTabiK
Asusigarel AiHM Jkargail MpaHHbIH aiiMak enjepiMeH KapbIM-KaThIHACHIH JAMBITYABIH (DaKTOPhI
emec exeHiH kepcereil. CoHbIMEH Oipre, SJKOHOMHUKAJBIK KOHE MOJIEHU BIHTHIMAKTACTBIK apKbLIbI
UCIaM  BIKMAJBIHBIH ~ TapaldyblHa  OallaHbIicThl  TerepaHHbIH  aWMaKThIK — HCOJIOTHSUIIBIK
KBI3BIFYIIBUTBIFBI ©3€KT1 OOJIBIT Kajia Oepesi.

Tyiiin ce3nep: Kazakcran, Upan, apa® ennepi, IlIsiranak, opranplk a3usi aiiMarbl, KaTbIHACTap,
KOTDKAKThI BIHTBIMAKTACTHIK.
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AHHOTauMs. l3MeHeHue reomnoJIMTHYECKOM CUTyallun Ha CeBepHBIX rpaHunax Mpana mnocne
pacnaga Coserckoro Coro3a 03Ha4ajo, YyTO BIIEPBBIE 32 HECKOJbKO crojieTuil Mpan ocrancs Ge3
CYXOIYTHBIX IpaHull, KoTopble y Hero 01 ¢ CoBeTckuM Coro30M. BO3HMKHOBEHHE HE3aBUCUMBIX
pecny6nuk LlenTtpansHoit Asuum B 1991 rony nano HMpaHy BO3MOMKHOCTH MO3HAKOMHUTBHCS C
PErMOHOM, C KOTOPBIM y HEro KOrja-To ObLIM TECHble MCTOPUYECKHE M KYJIbTYPHbIE CBSA3H. DTH
CBSI3U YXOJAT CBOMMM KOPHSMM B LIECTOM BEK 1O Hallei 3pbl, KOTJa PErMOH HAXOAMJICS IO
BJIACTbI0O HUMIepuu AxemMeHH0B. byxapa B coBpeMeHHOM VY30eKHCTaHE M3BECTHAa Kak
UCTOPHUYECKUI ILEHTP MEpPCHJICKOM KylIbTypbl M JMTEpaTypbl, a (apcu OCTaBaJCs S3bIKOM
JUTEpaTyphl, HAYKH U auruioMatuu B LlenTpanbHoit A3um u nocne "Tropkuzauun” pernona B X-XI|
Bekax. l'ocymapctBa lleHTpanbHOM A3uu, Kak IPaBWIO, NPOBOAAT HE3AaBUCHUMYIO BHEIIHIOK
MIOJINTUKY W BHEIIHEIKOHOMMUYECKYIO HaIpaBICHHOCTh. [loAXonpl 3THMX CTpaH OCHOBAaHBI Ha
UCTOPHYECKH CIIOKMBILIMXCS MOJUTHUYECKHX U KYJIbTYpHBIX cBs3sX ¢ Mcimamckoit PecnyGnukoit
Wpan, posnn MpaHa B MEXTyHapOJHBIX U PETMOHAIBHBIX JA€aX, BIUsSHUU VpaHa B MyCylIbMaHCKOM
MHPE M, COOTBETCTBEHHO, BO3MOKHOCTH TIPOJBMKEHUS CBOUX HMHTEPECOB B HCIAMCKHUX
rocyziapcTax, a Takk€ BO B3aUMOBBITOJHOW TOPromje - DKOHOMHYECKHE OTHOILIEHMs. B crarbe
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AQHAJIM3UPYIOTCS MONBITKU MpaHa Mcnosib30BaTh UCTOPUYECKUN U KYJIBTYPHBIA MIPECTUXK, KOTOPBIM
OH TPaIULMOHHO 10JIb30BajCs B LleHTpanbHON A3uM, 1S pacIIMPEHUsI CBOEr0 3KOHOMHYECKOIO U
MIOJINTUYECKOTO BJIMSHMUS B PETMOHE. DTO KEJIAaHWE OTUETJIMBO BHMJIHO Ha IpUMEpE pacTyliei
aktuBHOCTH Mpana B Kazaxcrane. ABTOp MOKa3bIBAET, YTO PEIUrHO3HAsI cUTyauus B LleHTpaibHOI
Azun He sBisieTcs PaKTOpoM pa3BuTHs oTHomeHu Mpana co ctpanamu peruona. B 1o sxe Bpems
PErMOHANIBHBIN MICOIOTMYECKNN UHTepec Terepana, CBs3aHHbBINA C PACIPOCTPAHEHUEM HUCIAMCKOTO
BIIMSIHUS Y€pe3 SKOHOMUYECKOE U KYJIIbTYPHOE COTPYIHUYECTBO, OCTACTCS AKTYaJIbHBIM.
KuawueBbie cioBa: HMpan, LentpanbHas Asusg, Kaszaxcran, wucinam, KyiabTypa, HCTOpHS,
COTPYIHHYECTBA, JKOHOMHUKA, [OJIUTHKA.

Introduction

After decades of Russian and Soviet domination, Central Asia is once again emerging as a
geo-politically critical region in the world politics. Although Central Asia has re-emerged as an
unexpected spin-off of the Soviet collapse, the region, due to several crucial factors, assumes
strategic significance in its own right, and therefore, it cannot be treated simply in the context of the
end of the Cold War. The concept of Central Asia is not merely geographical and political but
deeply historical and civilisational, the importance of which, particularly in India, formed the lesson
beginning with the ancient times of our history. The region's description as an area of great strategic
importance to India had always been a part of Indian consciousness. The region enjoys a unique
geo-strategic position not only being in the centre of Asia but also in the heart of Eurasia. The
region is located at the intersection of different regions, comprising different civilisations (Persian,
Indian, Chinese, European, Turkic and Arabian). The region also forms a link between Russia,
China and the Islamic world [1].

Iran has traditionally entered the sphere of geopolitical interests as the leading world powers -
Russia and the US, as well as the states of Central Asia. This is primarily due to the geostrategic
location of Iran and its access to the Gulf and the Caspian Sea, historically political-economic and
cultural ties, the passage through Iranian territory of large transport routes, the existence of long-
term economic and trade interests, large-scale investments in industrial and infrastructure facilities.
An important factor is the political, economic and spiritual influence of Iran in the regions of
theGulf, Transcaucasia, and Central Asia, which requires careful consideration when planning and
implementing both the political line and serious economic projects.

It deserves attention as a coincidence or similarity of the interests of the states of the
"triangle”, which makes it possible to assume, of course, within the framework of their interests, if
not the agreed, similar line, and the main differences and, moreover, the contradictions between
them. There is no doubt that the military and political penetration of the US into the Central Asian
and Transcaucasian regions runs counter to Iran's geopolitical interests. US support for the
accession of the countries of these regions to NATO objectively contributes to increasing tensions
in their relations with Iran. The creation of US military bases under the pretext of an anti-terrorist
campaign in Afghanistan and the establishment of military-technical cooperation with the countries
of Central Asia and the Caucasus significantly increase the tension factor in the post-Soviet space,
which we regard as a sensitive sphere of national, vital interests. For Iran, it is clear that in the event
of a sharp deterioration of relations with the United States, these bases can be used as bridgeheads
and points of support for combat operations against Iran. The presence of US troops in Afghanistan,
Irag, a powerful naval grouping in the Gulf is not only a means of pressure on Iran, but also an
additional source of tension, greatly increasing the factor of unpredictable "collision". So,
practically during each exercises in the Gulf both Iranian and American forces come reports of
conditional, for example, "radar" attacks of each other, which, in the context of the current tense
situation, may well develop into a local conflict [2].

The Central Asian states are seeking to conduct an independent foreign policy and foreign
economic policy independent of the United States (and this is emphasized in their contacts with the
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Iranians in every possible way). The approaches of these countries (without differentiation
according to the interests of specific EU countries) are based on the following priorities as a whole:

— Historically established political and cultural ties with the Islamic Republic of Iran;

— taking into account the role of Iran in international and regional affairs;

— the influence of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the Muslim world and, accordingly, the
possibility of promoting their interests in Islamic states;

— mutually beneficial trade and economic relations.

In the early 1990s, immediately after the collapse of the USSR, after discovering the vast
undeveloped market space, Iran rapidly intensified in the new states of Central Asia, primarily in
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan. Many observers of regional processes often assert that,
intensified in the region, Iran continues to follow one of the important ideological concepts of its
official foreign policy - the idea of "exporting the Islamic revolution” wrote Z. Brzezinski in the
1990 [3,46].

Such an assessment has already turned into one of the most stable stereotypes of international
life. However, in relation to the countries of Central Asia, these statements are in fact unfounded.
The post-Soviet history of the countries of Central Asia knows many examples of influence on the
religious sphere by a number of other states - Turkey, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, but not Iran
with its Shiite doctrine in the region of the prevalent spread of the Sunni madhhab. In general, in the
1990s, Iranian influence was limited to a certain expansion to local markets of Iranian goods (in
scale not comparable to the expansion of Chinese or even Turkish) [4]. Another success of Iranian
policy in the region can be considered the creation of a network of cultural centers that involved a
certain circle of cultural figures and part of the population in its sphere of influence.

Since the beginning of the 1990s, Iran's actions have seen a desire to form a common Islamic
space in the Central Asian region. However, due to the demands of time and circumstances, he
changed his direction towards economic and cultural cooperation with the spread of Islamic
influence against the background of the intensification of the Islamization of the population
(especially youth) and the increasing role of Islam in the public and political life of the society of
the Central Asian states.

Iran is the center of the Shiite branch of Islam and ideology, 89% of the population is Shiite,
Sunni - about 9%. Shiizm in Iran is the state religion. According to available historical data, Shiites
have always sought to create a theocratic state. In this regard, Iran is the ideal of the state system of
Shi‘ism.

It is much easier for Iran to establish religious contacts with Tajikistan, where the bulk of the
inhabitants of the Gorno-Badakhshan region belongs to the Ismaili branch of Shiism and where the
Islamic Party of Tajikistan, which has a political weight in the country, officially operates. This
party actively participates in the political process, has two seats in the parliament, promotes social
programs and advocates for the strengthening of the role of Islam in society. More than half of the
members of the party are women. The Islamic factor becomes political. At this time, the religious
situation in Tajikistan is very complex, the development of a radical ideology is very high due to the
prevailing socio-political situation in the country. According to official data, 99% of the population
of the country professes Islam [5].

Official Islam in Kazakhstan is based on the Sunni sense of the Hanafi madhhab, more than
75% of the country's population professes it, 2 228 mosques are registered. Islam as a religion does
not have a significant impact on the political processes in the country.

The development of Islam is under the strict control of the state, any independent religious
trends are pursued. To counter various radical currents, the government of Kazakhstan is working to
improve the Islamic education system, training and takes tougher measures against supporters of
radical Islam. However, the violent methods used by the power structures and the unfavorable
socio-economic situation in the republic increase the supporters of radical Islam.In the historical
geography of Iran, this region has always occupied a considerable place: Central Asia and Iran are
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literally permeated with mutual cultural ties. The theme of cultural ties, as will be shown below,
appears regularly in Iran's foreign policy concepts in connection with Central Asia and in this sense
defines an important aspect of Iranian diplomacy. After 1991, one can observe how Iran constantly
tries to use cultural and historical community as the basis for developing relations and, possibly,
spreading its influence in Central Asia. This became especially noticeable during the presidency of
M. Khatami (1997-2005). Then Iran's foreign policy, most likely, made a significant "turn to the
culture™: the publication of the "Dialogue of Civilizations™ Khatami identified one of the key
elements of Iranian public diplomacy. And although M. Ahmadinejad in foreign policy returned to
the old revolutionary rhetoric, the emphasis on culture in relations with the states of the region has
not disappeared, and "in the field", Iran in fact did not cease its cultural initiatives at that time. This
was particularly noticeable in the attempts of the Islamic Republic to expand relations with the
related people of Tajikistan and, to a lesser extent, Afghanistan. Literature:
Thefactorofislaminlran‘srelationswiththeCentral Asiancountries [6].

Cultural activity in Kazakhstan was traditionally enjoyed by Iran as a low priority - the main
field of relations between the two countries was not culture, but cooperation in the oil and gas sector
(in this area, the parties achieved some, however, modest successes), and from time to time and
contradictions due to disagreements On the legal regime of the Caspian Sea. The first memorandum
on cultural cooperation with Kazakhstan was signed in 1996, and since then, the JISC has annually
held weeks of cultural Iran in Kazakhstan, presenting Iranian films, works of art and research. In
addition, since 2001 the Center has published books and journals in Kazakh, Farsi and Russian,
primarily relating to Iranian culture, historical ties between Iran and Central Asia, and the teaching
of Farsi. . The leader of the OICS M. Araki visited Kazakhstan with visits in April 2005 and August
2006 - the last visit was an integral part of his regional tour, aimed at expanding Iranian cultural
activities in Central Asia. During this tour, he stressed the need to sign a communiqué on the
development of cultural ties. Later, the JIU acted as the coordinator of the organization and holding
of the exhibition of Iranian culture in Astana at the end of 2006, and in 2007 during the state visit of
the President of Kazakhstan N. Nazarbayev to Iran, the ministries of culture of the two countries
signed memorandums on expanding cooperation in the field of cultural tourism and admission of
Kazakhstani scientists To the Iranian archival information [7]. Efforts to develop cultural ties,
although modest in scope, were also reciprocal. The main site of cultural ties was the Iranian city of
Gorgan, in part because of the fact that there is a significant Kazakh diaspora there. In Gorgan a
Kazakh cultural center was created, and in 2009 the government of Kazakhstan opened a consulate
in the city. In Tehran, the Iran-Kazakhstan Friendship Society is also operating, organized in 2010.
This organization defines itself as a "non-governmental, non-political, non-profit" association
whose goal is to strengthen ties between the two countries in a number of areas. The company is
led, in the main, by representatives of Iranian business and academic circles. In December 2013, it
organized a conference dedicated to Iran-Kazakhstan cultural and civilizational relations [8].

Thus, the religious situation in Central Asia is not a factor in the development of Iran's
relations with the countries of the region. At the same time, Tehran's regional ideological interest,
connected with the spread of Islamic influence through economic and cultural cooperation, remains
topical.
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